
Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 17, 2015

Board Meeting

Item 7

10: 45 a.m. Darrell Pettis, Administrator

RE: Sheriff's Vouchers

RE: Le Sueur / Waseca Library Board, Judy Graham

RE: German-Jefferson Public Comments

RE: DVS Schedule Change

RE: Final Payment 2014 Paving Plan

RE: Final Payment Tyrone Twp Bridge

RE: CD #54

RE: CD #16

RE: CD #58

Staff Contact: 
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German Jefferson Sewer District Public Information Meeting
February 10, 2015

Commissioners Joe Connolly, Dave Gliszinski, John King, Steve Rohlfing and Lance Wetzel were present. 
Darrell Pettis, County Administrator was also present. 

Peter Miller, Jared Ward and Matt Summers of Wenck Associates presented a Feasibility PowerPoint, 
and were available to answer questions from the public.

Public Comments:

1. Encouraged people to consider what’s best for the lakes and future generations. Also asked why 
St. Peter is the only option. 

2. Would like a second pond in Cleveland to be considered, wondering what the cost savings would 
be.

3. People who are non-compliant, can they surrender/sign off and what would the process be?
4. What would be the cost to remove existing septic systems?
5. Concerned about pollution and protecting the environment. In his opinion, on-site septic 

systems are the better than a municipal system.
6. Concerned about the $9.12 St. Peter rate, worried that this cost will continue to rise. Also wants 

all contributors to water quality to be considered.
7. Homeowner has had 5 septic systems at a cost of $70,000 that were signed off on by 

Environmental Services and feels that the pipe option is too expensive.
8. Non-compliant homeowner has tank pumped once a year, concerned about fairness in 

determining compliance.
9. Commented that last summer the lakes were the cleanest he’s seen in years, would like to wait 

until the State and DNR decisions are made before moving forward with buffer strips.
10. Concerned about the costs for all options, feels it’s unfair to people that can’t afford it.

11. Concerned that compliance keeps changing, against proposals until County has a standard 
compliance policy.

12. Commented that to clean up the lakes, the “real” cause of pollution needs to be addressed.
13. Homeowner just had cluster system put in and the cost was much less than amount shown in 

presentation.
14. What is the service life of the pipe, grinder?
15. How to bypass the pump in case of emergencies?
16. Homeowner has had his system for 10 years, doesn’t feel his needs to be inspected if it works, 

also thinks St. Peter costs are way too high. Compared costs to Lake Washington.
17. 4 septic systems in 4 years, would he have to pay ring fees?
18. Homeowner’s opinion that cluster cost is overestimated and St. Peter cost is underestimated.
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19. Is there going to be a vote on this issue and when?
20. Opinion given that the life cycle of a cluster system is 25-30 years.
21. Homeowner waited to build, then built with holding tank because a sewer decision had not 

been made, is for the pipe, thinks it’s the best long-term choice, concerned that this issue will be 
ongoing if not addressed.

22. Homeowner feels that Sewer Board is pushing costs on landowners and thinks that farmers 
from miles around are the cause of water pollution.
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