
Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, October 21, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 5

10:30 AM Kathy Brockway (5 minutes)

Request for Action - 1 CUP application

Staff Contact: Kathy Brockway - Environmental and P & Z Director
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LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
October 21, 2014

TO: LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

FROM: LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

SUBJECT: “REQUEST FOR ACTION”

The Planning Commission recommends your action on the following item:

ITEM #1: LE SUEUR COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, 
(APPLICANT); CRAIG & COLLEEN HANSON, ST PETER, MN (OWNER):  Request that the County 
grant a Conditional Use Permit to allow grading, excavating and filling of approximately 359 cubic yards of material 
within the bluff for the construction of a ravine stabilization project in a Conservancy “C” District.  Property is located 
in Lots 28 & 46, Re-Plat Auditor’s Subdivision, Section 22, Kasota Township.  

Based on the information submitted by the applicant, as required by the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance, the Planning Commission developed the following findings for this request:  

Therefore, the Planning Commission recommends approval of the application as written.

ACTION: ITEM #1:___________________________

DATE:_______________________________________________

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S SIGNATURE:______________________________

1

Le Sueur County Board Meeting - 10/21/2014 Page 2 / 20



FINDINGS OF FACT

WHEREAS, LE SUEUR COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, (APPLICANT); CRAIG 
& COLLEEN HANSON, ST PETER, MN (OWNER  has applied for a Conditional Use Permit  to allow grading, 
excavating and filling of approximately 359 cubic yards of material within the bluff for the construction of a ravine 
stabilization project in a Conservancy “C” District.  Property is located in Lots 28 & 46, Re-Plat Auditor’s Subdivision, 
Section 22, Kasota Township.  

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission held on public hearing on  October 09, 2014,  in 
order to hear public testimony from the applicants as well as interested parties pertaining to and as provided by the 
Zoning Ordinance of Le Sueur County.

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission, acting as an advisory board to the Le Sueur 
County Board of Commissioners recommends approval of the application due to the following findings:

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate 
vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property values 
within the immediate vicinity. 

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and 
improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities are being provided.

4. Adequate measures will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights 
in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result.

WHEREAS, On October 21, 2014, at their regularly scheduled meeting, the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners 
apprioved the Conditional Use Permit application as requested by the LE SUEUR COUNTY SOIL & WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT, CRAIG & COLLEEN HANSON. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the following Findings of Fact were adopted at the October 21, 
2014, Le Sueur County Board meeting in order to protect the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of 
Le Sueur County.

1.  The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate 
vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property values 
within the immediate vicinity. 

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and 
improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities are being provided.

4. Adequate measures will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights 
in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners that based on the above Findings 
of Fact, a Conditional Use Permit to allow grading, excavating and filling of approximately 359 cubic yards of material 
within the bluff for the construction of a ravine stabilization project in a Conservancy “C” District.  Property is located 
in Lots 28 & 46, Re-Plat Auditor’s Subdivision, Section 22, Kasota Township.  

ATTEST:

Steve Rohlfing, Chairman, Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners.

Darrell Pettis,  Le Sueur County Administrator

DATE:_____________________________
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LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
88 SOUTH PARK AVE.

LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057
October 09, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Reak, Jeanne Doheny, Don Rynda, Chuck Retka, Shirley 
Katzenmeyer, Doug Krenik, Al Gehrke, Pam Tietz

MEMBERS ABSENT: Betty Bruzek,  Steve Olson

OTHERS PRESENT: Kathy Brockway, Commissioner Connolly

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM  by Chairperson, Jeanne Doheny.

ITEM #1: LE SUEUR COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, 
(APPLICANT); CRAIG & COLLEEN HANSON, ST PETER, MN (OWNER):  Request that the County 
grant a Conditional Use Permit to allow grading, excavating and filling of approximately 359 cubic yards of material 
within the bluff for the construction of a ravine stabilization project in a Conservancy “C” District.  Property is located 
in Lots 28 & 46, Re-Plat Auditor’s Subdivision, Section 22, Kasota Township.  

Kathy Brockway presented power point presentation.  Ryan Jones, SWCD Engineer and MikeSchultz, 
SWCD Representative were present for application.  

TOWNSHIP:  Notified through the application process.    DNR: N/A      LETTERS:  N/A

PUBLIC COMMENT:  none

Discussion was held regarding:  construction of check dams, 8 check dams will be placed at various 
upstream locations within the channel, minimal tree removal,  maintenance, time frame for project 
completion, similar projects constructed in Le Sueur County, erosion control.

Findings by majority roll call vote: 

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate 
vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property values 
within the immediate vicinity. 

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and 
improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities are being provided.

4. Adequate measures will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights 
in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result.

Motion was made by Chuck Retka to approve the application as written. Seconded by Don Reak.  Motion 
approved.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Doug Krenik to approve the minutes from the September 11, 2014 meeting by 
Seconded by Al Gehrke.  Motion approved.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn meeting by Don Reak.  Seconded by Chuck Retka.  Motion approved.  Motion carried.

Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Katzenmeyer
By Kathy Brockway

Tape of meeting is on file in the
Le Sueur County Environmental Services Office
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STAFF REPORT
GENERAL INFORMATION

APPLICANT:  SOIL WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD)  OWNER:  CRAIG & COLLEEN HANSON

911 ADDRESS: 33401 STATE HIGHWAY 99, ST. PETER MN 56082

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Request that the County grant a Conditional Use Permit to allow grading, excavating and filling of 
approximately 359 cubic yards of material within the bluff for the construction of a ravine stabilization project. 

ZONING ORDINANCE SECTIONS:  Sections 7 & 18

GOALS AND POLICIES:
Goal 2:  Le Sueur County should adopt and enforce land use goals and policies that conserve and restore its 

natural resources, bring protections to the ecological systems of the natural environment, and prevent 
the premature development of natural resource areas.

Policy:   The County should continue its preservation of significant bluff areas and river valleys through its use of a 
Conservancy Zone.

SITE INFORMATION

LOCATION:  Property is located in Lots 28 & 46, Re-Plat Auditor’s Subdivision, Section 22, Kasota Township.  

ZONING:              Conservancy “C” District

GENERAL SITE
DESCRIPTION:  Bluff

ACCESS:             N/A

EXISTING LAND USE WITHIN ¼ MILE:
North: Wooded/Highway 99/Scattered Residential/Bluff South: Wooded/Bluff
East: Wooded/Bluff West: Wooded/Bluff

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

See narrative.

TOWNSHIP BOARD NOTIFICATION

Applicant contacted Daren Barfknecht of the Kasota Township Board on August 19, 2014.

NATURAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

SHORELAND:  The proposal is not located within the Shoreland District.
WETLANDS:    According to the National Wetlands Inventory,   No wetlands located in the quarter-quarter section where 

the project is proposed.
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SITE PLAN

AERIAL PHOTO
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ATTACHMENTS

Narrative, Ravine Stabilization Plans, Aerial Photos

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION CONSIDERATIONS

       The Planning Commission and staff shall consider possible adverse effects of the proposed conditional use and what additional 
requirements may be necessary to reduce such adverse effects. Its judgment shall be based upon the following factors to include, 
but not limited to:

1. Relationship to County plans.
2. The geographical area involved.
3. Whether such use will negatively affect surrounding properties in the area in which it is proposed.
4. The character of the surrounding area.
5. The demonstrated need for such use.
6. Whether the proposed use would cause odors, dust, flies, vermin, smoke, gas, noise, or vibration or would impose hazards to life or 

property in the neighborhood.
7. Whether such use would inherently lead to or encourage disturbing influences in the neighborhood.
8. Whether stored equipment or materials would be screened and whether there would be continuous operation within the visible range of 

surrounding residences.
9. Abatement of Environmental Hazards as regulated in this Ordinance

10. Other factors impacting the public health, safety and welfare.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION FINDINGS
Based on the information submitted by the applicant, contained in this report, and as required by the Le Sueur 
County Zoning Ordinance, the following findings have been developed for this request:  
(Please circle one for each item:  Agree, Disagree, Not Applicable.)

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the 
purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property values within the immediate vicinity.   

       A    D    NA     

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area.    A   D     NA     

3. The adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities have been or are being provided.   A    D NA     

4. The adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the 
proposed use.  A D   NA     

5. The adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and vibration, so 
that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance 
to neighboring properties will result.  A   D   NA     

Recommend  (circle one)  approval  /  denial  /  table /  of Conditional Use Permit.
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