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LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
March 25, 2014

TO: LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FROM: LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
SUBJECT: “REQUEST FOR ACTION”

The Planning Commission recommends your action on the following items:

ITEM #1: KERRY & JESSE LINDSAY, CLEVELAND, MN, (APPLICANT/OWNER):  Request that 
the County grant an After-The-Fact (ATF) Conditional Use Permit to allow grading and filling in the shore impact zone 
of 155 ATF cubic yards with an additional proposed 106 cubic yards of material; In the bluff impact zone 100 ATF 
cubic yards with an additional proposed 90 cubic yards of material; In the bluff 155 ATF cubic yards with an additional 
proposed 106 cubic yards of material; (ATF 255 cubic yards & proposed 196 cubic yards) for a total of 451 cubic yards 
of material movement in a Recreational Residential “RR” District.  Property is located at Lot 4, Block 2, Jefferson 
Shores, Section 1, Cleveland Township.  

Based on the information submitted by the applicant, as required by the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the 
Planning Commission developed the following findings for this request:  

 The proposed use will not adversely increase the quantity of water runoff. 

 The proposed use will not create a potential pollution hazard.

 The Conditional Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the 
purposes already permitted.

 The establishment of the Conditional Use Permit will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding vacant property for predominant uses in the area.

Therefore, the Planning Commission recommends approval of the application as written.

ITEM #2: LEGACY FAMILY FARMS, KILKENNY, MN, (APPLICANT); PATRICIA GIBBS, 
KILKENNY, MN (OWNER):  Request that the County grant a Conditional Use Permit to allow the applicant to 
establish a new 900 animal unit feedlot in an Agriculture “A” District.  Property is located in the SW 1/4 SE 1/4, 
Section 32, Montgomery Township.  

Based on the information submitted by the applicant, as required by the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the 
Planning Commission developed the following findings for this request:  

 The proposed use will not adversely increase the quantity of water runoff. 

 The proposed use will not create a potential pollution hazard.

 The Conditional Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the 
purposes already permitted.

 The establishment of the Conditional Use Permit will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding vacant property for predominant uses in the area.

Therefore, the Planning Commission recommends approval of the application as written.

ITEM #3: WATONWAN FARM SERVICE CO. (WFS), TRUMAN MN (APPLICANT); STEVE & 
THOMAS SCHOLTZ, (OWNER) KASOTA MN:  Request that the County rezone 20 acres from Agriculture (A) 
District to General Industrial (I) District to allow the applicant to establish a containerized bulk fertilizer facility. 
Property is located in the in the S1/2 SW1/4, Section 13, Kasota Township.  

Based on the information submitted by the applicant, as required by the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance, the 
Planning Commission developed the following findings for this request:  

1. The proposal is not consistent with the goals and polices of the Le Sueur County Land Use Plan. 

2. The proposal is not compatible with the overall character of existing development in the immediate vicinity 
of the affected property. Consideration shall be made if there are similar land uses nearby or if the proposed 
use would be isolated. 

3.  The proposal will have an adverse effect on the value of adjacent properties. 
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Therefore, the Planning Commission recommends denial of the application as written.

ACTION: ITEM #1:___________________________

ITEM #2:___________________________

ITEM #3:___________________________

DATE:_______________________________________________

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S SIGNATURE:______________________________
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FINDINGS OF FACT

WHEREAS,  Kerry & Jesse Lindsay has applied for a Conditional Use Permit to allow grading and filling 
in the shore impact zone of 155 ATF cubic yards with an additional proposed 106 cubic yards of material; In the bluff 
impact zone 100 ATF cubic yards with an additional proposed 90 cubic yards of material; In the bluff 155 ATF cubic 
yards with an additional proposed 106 cubic yards of material; (ATF 255 cubic yards & proposed 196 cubic yards) for 
a total of 451 cubic yards of material movement in a Recreational Residential “RR” District.

Property is located at Lot 4, Block 2, Jefferson Shores, Section 1, Cleveland Township

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission held on public hearing on  March 
13, 2014, in order to hear public testimony from the applicants as well as interested parties pertaining to 
and as provided by the Zoning Ordinance of Le Sueur County.

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission, acting as an advisory board to the Le 
Sueur County Board of Commissioners recommends approval of the application due to the following 
findings:

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and 
impairs property values within the immediate vicinity. 

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the 
area.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities have been or are being 
provided.

4. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and 
loading space to serve the proposed use.

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, 
dust, noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control 
lighted signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring 
properties will result.

WHEREAS, On March 25, 2014, at their regularly scheduled meeting, the Le Sueur County Board of 
Commissioners ACTION the Conditional Use Permit application as requested by Kerry & Jesse Lindsay

WHEREAS, the reasons for ACTION were REASONS:

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the following Findings of Fact were adopted at the 
March 25, 2014, Le Sueur County Board meeting in order to protect the public health, safety and general 
welfare of the citizens of Le Sueur County.

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs 
property values within the immediate vicinity. 

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development 
and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities have been or are being provided.
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4. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and 
loading space to serve the proposed use.

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, 
dust, noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted 
signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will 
result.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners that based on the 
above Findings of Fact, a Conditional Use Permit to allow grading and filling in the shore impact zone of 155 
ATF cubic yards with an additional proposed 106 cubic yards of material; In the bluff impact zone 100 ATF cubic 
yards with an additional proposed 90 cubic yards of material; In the bluff 155 ATF cubic yards with an additional 
proposed 106 cubic yards of material; (ATF 255 cubic yards & proposed 196 cubic yards) for a total of 451 cubic yards 
of material movement in a Recreational Residential “RR” District.  Property is located at Lot 4, Block 2, Jefferson 
Shores, Section 1, Cleveland Township is ACTION

ATTEST:

Steve Rohlfing, Chairman, Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners.

________________________________________________________________________
Darrell Pettis, Le Sueur County Administrator

DATE:_____________________________
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FINDINGS OF FACT

WHEREAS,  LEGACY FAMILY FARMS, KILKENNY, MN, (APPLICANT); PATRICIA GIBBS, 
KILKENNY, MN (OWNER):  Request that the County grant a Conditional Use Permit to allow the applicant to 
establish a new 900 animal unit feedlot in an Agriculture “A” District.  

Property is located in the SW 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 32, Montgomery Township.  

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission held on public hearing on  March 
13, 2014, in order to hear public testimony from the applicants as well as interested parties pertaining to 
and as provided by the Zoning Ordinance of Le Sueur County.

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission, acting as an advisory board to the Le 
Sueur County Board of Commissioners recommends approval of the application due to the following 
findings:

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in 
the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes 
and impairs property values within the immediate vicinity. 

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in 
the area.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities have been or are being 
provided.

4. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking 
and loading space to serve the proposed use.

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, 
fumes, dust, noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to 
control lighted signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to 
neighboring properties will result.

WHEREAS, On March 25, 2014, at their regularly scheduled meeting, the Le Sueur County Board of 
Commissioners ACTION the Conditional Use Permit application as requested by Kerry & Jesse Lindsay.

WHEREAS, the reasons for ACTION were REASONS:

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the following Findings of Fact were adopted at the 
March 25, 2014, Le Sueur County Board meeting in order to protect the public health, safety and general 
welfare of the citizens of Le Sueur County.

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and 
impairs property values within the immediate vicinity. 

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the 
area.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities have been or are being 
provided.

4. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and 
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loading space to serve the proposed use.

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, 
dust, noise and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control 
lighted signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring 
properties will result.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners that based on the 
above Findings of Fact, a Conditional Use Permit to allow the applicant to establish a new 900 animal unit feedlot 
in an Agriculture “A” District.  Property is located in the SW 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 32, Montgomery Township.  
is ACTION

ATTEST:

Steve Rohlfing, Chairman, Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners.

________________________________________________________________________
Darrell Pettis, Le Sueur County Administrator

DATE:_____________________________
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FINDINGS OF FACT

WHEREAS,  WATONWAN FARM SERVICE CO. (WFS), TRUMAN MN (APPLICANT); 
STEVE & THOMAS SCHOLTZ, (OWNER) KASOTA MN:  Request that the County rezone 
20 acres from Agriculture (A) District to General Industrial (I) District to allow the applicant to 
establish a containerized bulk fertilizer facility. 

Property is located in the in the S1/2 SW1/4, Section 13, Kasota Township.  

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission held on public hearing on  
March 18, 2014, in order to hear public testimony from the applicants as well as interested parties 
pertaining to and as provided by the Zoning Ordinance of Le Sueur County.

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission, acting as an advisory board to the Le 
Sueur County Board of Commissioners recommends denial of the application due to the following 
findings:

1. The proposal is not consistent with the goals and polices of the Le Sueur County Land Use Plan. 

2. The proposal is not compatible with the overall character of existing development in the immediate 
vicinity of the affected property. Consideration shall be made if there are similar land uses nearby 
or if the proposed use would be isolated. 

3.  The proposal will have an adverse effect on the value of adjacent properties. 

WHEREAS, On March 25, 2014, at their regularly scheduled meeting, the Le Sueur County Board of 
Commissioners ACTION the Rezone application as requested by WATONWAN FARM SERVICE CO. 
(WFS), TRUMAN MN (APPLICANT); STEVE & THOMAS SCHOLTZ, (OWNER) KASOTA MN:

WHEREAS, the reasons for ACTION were: 
1. The proposal is not consistent with the goals and polices of the Le Sueur County Land Use Plan. 

2. The proposal is not compatible with the overall character of existing development in the immediate 
vicinity of the affected property. Consideration shall be made if there are similar land uses nearby 
or if the proposed use would be isolated. 

3. he proposal will have an adverse effect on the value of adjacent properties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the following Findings of Fact were adopted at the 
March 25, 2014, Le Sueur County Board meeting in order to protect the public health, safety and general 
welfare of the citizens of Le Sueur County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners that based on the 
above Findings of Fact, the REZONE request to allow the applicant to rezone 20 acres from an Agricultural 
District to an Industrial District is ACTION

ATTEST:

Steve Rohlfing, Chairman, Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners.

________________________________________________________________________
Darrell Pettis, Le Sueur County Administrator

DATE:____________________________
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LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
88 SOUTH PARK AVE.

LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057
March 13, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeanne Doheny, Don Rynda, Chuck Retka, Shirley Katzenmeyer, 
Doug Krenik, Al Gehrke, Pam Tietz

MEMBERS ABSENT: Don Reak, Steve Olson, Betty Bruzek

OTHERS PRESENT: Kathy Brockway, Amy Beatty, Commissioners Connolly & Rohlfing

The meeting was called to order at 7PM by Chairperson, Jeanne Doheny.

ITEM #1: KERRY & JESSE LINDSAY, CLEVELAND, MN, (APPLICANT/OWNER):  
Request that the County grant an After-The-Fact (ATF) Conditional Use Permit to allow grading and filling in 
the shore impact zone of 155 ATF cubic yards with an additional proposed 106 cubic yards of material; In 
the bluff impact zone 100 ATF cubic yards with an additional proposed 90 cubic yards of material; In the 
bluff 155 ATF cubic yards with an additional proposed 106 cubic yards of material; (ATF 255 cubic yards & 
proposed 196 cubic yards) for a total of 451 cubic yards of material movement in a Recreational 
Residential “RR” District.  Property is located at Lot 4, Block 2, Jefferson Shores, Section 1, Cleveland 
Township.  

Kathy Brockway explained the application.  Matt Brand, Engineer from I & S Engineering and 
Kerry Lindsay were present for application.  

TOWNSHIP:  Notification.  DNR:  No comments   

LETTERS:  Lauren Klement, LSC Resource Specialist, Kurt Ross (email) see file.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mike Sieberg, adjoining property owner, questioned the finished slope next 
to his property line. Engineer stated that there will be no disturbance to the slope next to his 
property line.

Discussion was held regarding:  applicant did not realize he needed a permit to gain access to 
the lake; grading and excavating coincided with new home construction; remaining 196 cubic 
yards of material is necessary for the stability of the slope as designed by the engineer; erosion 
control methods in place; entire area will be revegetated; applicant was granted a variance for a 
finished grade of more than a 30% slope.

Motion was made by Doug Krenik to approve the application as written.  Seconded by Pam Tietz.  
Motion approved.  Motion carried.

ITEM #2: LEGACY FAMILY FARMS, KILKENNY, MN, (APPLICANT); PATRICIA GIBBS, 
KILKENNY, MN (OWNER):  Request that the County grant a Conditional Use Permit to allow the 
applicant to establish a new 900 animal unit feedlot in an Agriculture “A” District.  Property is located in the 
SW 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 32, Montgomery Township.  

Kathy Brockway explained the application. Shawn Onken, co-owner Legacy Farms was present 
for application.  

TOWNSHIP:  Notified.  DNR:  N/A.    LETTERS:  None.   

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

Discussion was held regarding: location of wetlands to the west; drainage; state permitting; 
annual reports; manure management; approximately 2000 acres for manure application, only 
required to have 300 acres; empty manure pit in the spring and fall; storage of manure for 12 
months; inspection process through the state at time construction as well as annually of the 
facility; if conditional use permit approved a 30-day comment period required through the MPCA; 
permit issued for 5 years; conditional use permit goes with the land.
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Motion was made by Chuck Retka to approve the application as written.  Seconded by Al Gehrke.  
Motion approved.  Motion carried.

Minutes:  Additions or corrections-None.  Motion to approve minutes by Pam Tietz.  Seconded by 
Don Rynda.  Motion approved.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn meeting by Al Gehrke.  Seconded by Chuck Retka.  Motion approved.  Motion 
carried.

Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Katzenmeyer
By Kathy Brockway

Tape of meeting is on file in the
Le Sueur County Environmental Services Office
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LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
88 SOUTH PARK AVE.

LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057
March 18, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT: Don,Reak, Don Rynda, Chuck Retka, Shirley Katzenmeyer, Doug 
Krenik, Al Gehrke,

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeanne Doheny, Steve Olson, Betty Bruzek, Pam Tietz

OTHERS PRESENT: Michelle R. Mettler, Commissioner Gliszinski, Commissioner 
Rohlfing, Commissioner Connolly

The meeting was called to order at 7PM by acting Chairperson, Shirley Katzenmeyer.

ITEM #1: WATONWAN FARM SERVICE CO. (WFS), TRUMAN MN 
(APPLICANT); STEVE & THOMAS SCHOLTZ, (OWNER) KASOTA MN:  Request that 
the County rezone 20 acres from Agriculture (A) District to General Industrial (I) District 
to allow the applicant to establish a containerized bulk fertilizer facility. Property is 
located in the in the S1/2 SW1/4, Section 13, Kasota Township.  

Michelle Mettler presented power point presentation.  Todd Ludwid from WFS, was present for 
application.  

TOWNSHIP:  None.  DNR:  None.    LETTERS:  Paul Vogel, City of Mankato-opposed; Bruce & 
Helen Klugherz-opposed; Maruta Grean-opposed; Linda Schoemaker-opposed, Dennis Erickson-
opposed; Bob & Stacy Bosse-opposed; Andrew Grean-opposed.  See file.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Jerry Lucas-opposed.  Proposed use not allowed without rezone, look at 
other Industrial uses, no other Industrial zone in area, spot zone.  Read case law. Not supported 
by land use plan.  Helen Klugherz-opposed.  Truck traffic, busy intersection, rezone is for 
business.  Ron Grueness-Concerned with 20 acre rezone to Industrial, proposed plan uses only a 
small area of the 20 acres, evacuation issue if hazard, will change the character of the area, 
infrastructure.  Bob Vetter, President Lake Washington Lake Improvement Association-opposed.  
High traffic area.  Joann Stofel-opposed.  Maintain agricultural property, will be all black-topped if 
rezoned, keep valuable farmland.  Bob Schmillen, Lake Washington Sewer District-opposed.  
Main lift station across the road, lake association and sewer district has gone to great lengths to 
protect the lake, infrastructure, natural gas pipeline, emergency services.  Cally Gosch-opposed.  
Flight traffic, higher risk area, number of children in area, keep natural.  Brian Ebonga-opposed.  
Noise, truck traffic, damage to roads, warning system would not be enough for immediate 
neighbors if there were an evacuation, potential pollution hazard, close proximity to lake Wita and 
Washington, loss in property values.  Wayne Balbach-opposed.  Safety, fumes, explosion, 
wetland, lakes.  Mark Conrad-Traffic, increased traffic magnifies possible accidents, evacuation 
difficult, will make it easier for future rezones.

Discussion was held regarding: Site location, roads, lack of shoulder on roads, proposed 
entrance off county road 19 approved by highway dept, road tonnage, large equipment on roads, 
spot zone, application for rezone not for specific use, Type 1 wetland in quarter section, road 
counts, rezone acreage size, land use plan.

Findings by majority roll call vote: 

1. The proposal reflects and is consistent with the goals and polices of the Le Sueur County 
Land Use Plan. Disagree

2. The proposal is compatible with the overall character of existing development in the 
immediate vicinity of the affected property. Consideration shall be made if there are 
similar land uses nearby or if the proposed use would be isolated. Disagree
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3. The proposal will not have an adverse effect on the value of adjacent properties. 
Disagree

4. The proposal will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the uses already permitted. Agree

5. The proposal will not impede the normal and orderly development of surrounding vacant 
property for predominant uses in the area.  Tie.

6. The density of the proposal is not greater than the density of the surrounding 
neighborhood or density indicated by the applicable Zoning District.  Not applicable.

7. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and other necessary infrastructure are being 
provided.  Disagree

8. Soil conditions are adequate to accommodate the proposal.  Agree

9. The proposal will not create a potential pollution hazard.  Disagree

10. The proposal will not degrade the water quality of the County.  Agree

11. The proposal will not have a negative impact upon natural resource areas such as bluffs, 
wetlands, water bodies, agricultural land, woodlands, and aggregate resource deposits.  
Disagree

12. The proposal will not negatively affect the protection of the public health, safety, and 
general welfare. Agree 

Motion was made by Don Reak to deny the application.  Reason for denial:  Spot zone, not a 
good location for Industrial District.  Seconded by Doug Krenik.  Motion approved.  Motion 
carried.

Motion to adjourn meeting by Al Gehrke.  Seconded by Chuck Retka.  Motion approved.  Motion 
carried.

Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle R. Mettler

Tape of meeting is on file in the
Le Sueur County Environmental Services Office
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