
LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING AGENDA

COMMISSIONERS ROOM
February 18, 2014

1. 8:30am Reclassification Committee Meeting – Commissioner Rohlfing, 
Commissioner Connolly, Darrell Pettis, Cindy Westerhouse, Dave Armstrong, 
Justin Lutterman

2. 9:00am  Agenda and Consent Agenda
a. Minutes and Summary Minutes from February 4, 2014
b. Approve permit without waiting for the Minnesota Sporting Clays Association at 

the Caribou Gun Club.
c. January Transfers
d. Approve the renewel for Consumption and Display  Permit for Traxlers’s Hunting 

Preserve
e. Approve permit without waiting for the St. Peter Area Ducks Unlimited at the 

Shoreland Country Club
f. Approve permit without waiting for the Le Sueur Valley Ducks Unlimited 180 at 

the Caribou Gun Club
g.

3. 9:05 Sue Rynda - Human Services Director
a. Human Services Update

4. 10:00am Claims

5. 10:10am Cindy Westerhouse - Human Resources Director
a. PERA Ballots
b. Telecommute renewal
c. Hire

6. 10:15am Don Reak - Parks and 911 Address Director
a. Software Update

7. 10:20am  Pam Simonette - Auditor Treasurer
a. Credit Card Application
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8. 10:25am Darrell Pettis - Administrator/Engineer
a. Award CSAH 35 Project 
b. MN River Board Resolution                         
c. Le Sueur County Officials Association 
d. Public Defender Expenses
e. Drainage Database Grant Project
f. CSAH 3 in Montgomery Neighborhood meeting, March 11 at 6:30
g. Claim on CSAH 29 project.
h.  Set Bid Date for DSAH 36, Old CSAH23, CSAH41,42,43, CR 116& CR154, Friday 

March 28th at 1:00pm
i.  Set Bid Date for County Wide Restriping Friday March 28th at 1:00pm
j.
k.
l.

9. Following the Meeting  Lauren Klement - Evironmental Specialiest 1 1/2 hours 
Workshop

a. Water Management in Le Sueur County Workshop

10. Future Meetings
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 1

8:30am Reclassification Committee Meeting – Commissioner 
Rohlfing, Commissioner Connolly, Darrell Pettis, Cindy Westerhouse, 
Dave Armstrong, Justin Lutterman

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 2

9:00am  Agenda and Consent Agenda

Minutes and Summary Minutes from February 4, 2014

Approve permit without waiting for the Minnesota Sporting Clays Association at the Caribou Gun Club.

January Transfers

Approve the renewel for Consumption and Display  Permit for Traxlers’s Hunting Preserve

Approve permit without waiting for the St. Peter Area Ducks Unlimited at the Shoreland Country Club

Approve permit without waiting for the Le Sueur Valley Ducks Unlimited 180 at the Caribou Gun Club

Staff Contact: 
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Minutes of Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners Meeting
February 4, 2014

The Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, February 4, 
2014 at 9:00 a.m. in the Courthouse at Le Center, Minnesota.  Those members present were: 
Steve Rohlfing, Lance Wetzel, Dave Gliszinski, John King and Joe Connolly.  Also present were 
Darrell Pettis and Brent Christian. 

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the amended agenda for the business of the day.

On motion by King, seconded by Gliszinski and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
consent agenda:

● Approved the January 28, 2014 County Board Minutes and Summary Minutes.

Cindy Westerhouse, Human Resources Director came before the Board with two items for 
consideration.

The Board recognized Dave Armstrong, Assessor for his 15 years of service to Le Sueur County. 

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board granted 
regular status to John Ehrhardt, Highway Maintenance worker in the Highway Department, 
effective January 29, 2014.

On motion by King, seconded by Gliszinski and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
following Resolution Supporting Legislation Allowing Counties to Designate their County 
Website to Publish Public Notices. 

WHEREAS, counties are currently required by law to publish public notices in a designated 
official newspaper for the county (Minn. Stat. § 331A); and

WHEREAS, counties are committed to providing information to citizens and increasing 
access to information about county operations and business; and 

WHEREAS, citizens expect and demand information in an immediate format; and

WHEREAS, counties have limited resources and must utilize tax dollars in the most 
efficient way possible; and

WHEREAS, counties should have the authority to determine the best and most efficient 
method of communicating information to citizens based on citizen expectations; and

WHEREAS, counties are continuously improving and investing in technology to reach more 
citizens in a timely manner; and 

WHEREAS, utilizing county websites to publish public notices would eliminate the time 
and costly burden of publishing in newspapers; and

WHEREAS, county websites are increasingly the first place citizens look for information 
about their counties; and
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WHEREAS, the ability of county websites to provide citizens with up-to-date, detailed 
information exceeds that of print media

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Le Sueur County Board of 
Commissioners supports HF 1286 and SF 1152, legislation now before the 2014 legislature 
that would allow counties to publish certain public notices on their websites instead of, or in 
addition to, in an official newspaper.

Jim McMillen, Building and Grounds Maintenance Director came before the Board with a four 
items for consideration.

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by King and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
quote from Schwickert's to reroof the mansard on the flat roof on the Courthouse in the amount 
of $23,595.00.  

On motion by King, seconded by Gliszinski and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
quote from Schwickert's to reroof the 94 Roof, the 99 Roof and 93 Grim Roof  on the 
Courthouse in the amount of  $49,960.00.  

On motion by King, seconded by Gliszinski and unanimously approved, the Board authorized 
Jim McMillen to advertise for bids for the Tuck Pointing of the Courthouse and Jail.  

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board authorized 
Jim McMillen to advertise for bids for the Courthouse Retaining Walls project.

Scott Gerr, MIS Director came before the Board with a quote for Watch Guard Fire Wall 
Maintenance.

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Gliszinski and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the quote of $3,895.00 for the Renewal of Watch Guard Fire Wall Maintenance.

Darrell Pettis, Administrator/Engineer came before the Board with several items for the Boards 
consideration. 

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by King and unanimously approved, the Board accepted all of 
the Seasonal Bids as presented.  

On motion by King, seconded by Gliszinski and unanimously approved, the Board authorized 
the purchase of two pressure washers from All America Pressure Washers in the total amount of 
$9,900.00.  

Administrator Pettis informed the Board that the Public Hearing for the Lake Washington Dam 
has been set for Tuesday, April 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the Kasota Community Center.  

At 10:00 Chair Rohlfing called the Public Hearing on Proposed Fee Changes for 2014 to order.  

No members of the public were present.   
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On motion by King, seconded by Gliszinski and unanimously approved, the Public Hearing on 
Proposed Fee Changes was closed at 10:03 a.m.

On motion by Gliszinski, seconded by Connolly and approved by a vote of 3 to 2 with 
Commissioners King and Rohlfing voting no, the Board approved the following Fee change:

Auditor - Treasurer's Office                      .
On-Sale Liquor License for a Farm Winery selling only strong beer; Fee $750.00

On motion by King, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the following cases and 
claims were approved:                                                                                                 
       Financial:             $15,528.14

 Soc Serv:              $90,246.78

On motion by Gliszinski, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the following 
claims were approved for payment:

Warrant # Vendor Name Amount

30499 Baker, Tilly, Virchow & Krause, LLP $    5,228.00
30513 Govconnection Inc. $  27,459.36
30527 Nicollet County Attorney’s Office $    2,096.96
30530 Regents of the University of Minnesota $    6,520.00

44 Claims paid less than $2,000.00: $  17,957.89
  4 Claims paid more than $2,000.00: $  41,304.32
48 Total all claims paid: $  59,262.21

On motion by Connolly, seconded by King and unanimously approved, the Board adjourned 
until Tuesday February 18, 2014 at 9:00 am.

ATTEST: _____________________________    _______________________________
          Le Sueur County Administrator   Le Sueur County Chairman

 

Le Sueur Board Meeting - 2/18/2014 Page 7 / 59



Summary Minutes of Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners Meeting
Tuesday February 4, 2013

This is only a summary publication per MN Statutes 375.12 and 331A.01 sub. 10.  The complete 
minutes are on file in the Le Sueur County Administrator’s Office at 88 S Park Ave. Le Center, 
MN and are available at www.co.le-sueur.mn.us. 

The Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, February 4, 
2014 at 9:00am in the Commissioners Room in Le Center, Minnesota.  Those members present 
were: John King, Dave Gliszinski, Lance Wetzel, Steve Rohlfing and Joe Connolly. Also present 
were Darrell Pettis and Brent Christian. 
●The Board unanimously approved the amended agenda for the business of the day. (Connolly – 
Wetzel)                                                                                                                                                          
●The Board unanimously approved the consent agenda. (King - Gliszinski)

A.  Approved the Minutes and Summary Minutes from the January 28, 2014 regular meeting.
● Cindy Westerhouse, Human Resources Director came before the Board with two items for 
consideration.
●The Board recognized Dave Armstrong, Assessor for his 15 years of service to Le Sueur 
County. 
●The Board granted regular status to John Ehrhardt, Highway Maintenance worker in the 
Highway Department. (Wetzel – Connolly)
●The Board approved the Resolution Supporting Legislation Allowing Counties to Designate 
their County Website to Publish Public Notices. (King – Gliszinski)
●Jim McMillen, Building and Grounds Maintenance Director came before the Board with a four 
items for consideration.
●The Board approved the quote from Schwickert's to reroof the mansard on the flat roof on the 
Courthouse in the amount of $23,595.00. (Wetzel – King)
●The Board approved the quote from Schwickert's to reroof the 94 Roof, the 99 Roof and 93 
Grim Roof on the Courthouse in the amount of $49,960.00.  (King – Gliszinski)
●The Board authorized Jim McMillen to advertise for bids for the Tuck Pointing of the 
Courthouse and Jail.  (King – Gliszinski)
●The Board authorized Jim McMillen to advertise for bids for the Courthouse Retaining Walls 
project. (Connolly – Wetzel)
●Scott Gerr, MIS Director came before the Board with a quote for Watch Guard Fire Wall 
Maintenance.
●The Board approved the quote of $3,895.00 for the Renewal of Watch Guard Fire Wall 
Maintenance. (Connolly – Gliszinski)
●Darrell Pettis, Administrator/Engineer came before the Board with several items for the Boards 
consideration. 
●The Board accepted all of the Seasonal Bids as presented.  (Wetzel – King)
●The Board authorized the purchase of two pressure washers from All America Pressure 
Washers in the total amount of $9,900.00. (King – Gliszinski)
● Administrator Pettis informed the Board that the Public Hearing for the Lake Washington Dam 
has been set for Tuesday, April 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the Kasota Community Center.  
●At 10:00 Chair Rohlfing called the Public Hearing on Proposed Fee Changes for 2014 to order.  
●No members of the public were present.   
●The Public Hearing on Proposed Fee Changes was closed at 10:03 a.m. (King – Gliszinski)
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●The Board approved the following Fee change: (Gliszinski – Connolly 3-2 with Commissioner 
King and Rohlfing Voting no)

Auditor - Treasurer's Office                      .
On-Sale Liquor License for a Farm Winery selling only strong beer; Fee $750.00

●The following cases and claims were approved:        (King – Wetzel)                                                                                       
       Financial:             $15,528.14

 Soc Serv:             $90,246.78
●The following claims were approved for payment: (Gliszinski – Connolly)
44 Claims paid less than $2,000.00: $  17,957.89
  4 Claims paid more than $2,000.00: $  41,304.32
48 Total all claims paid: $  59,262.21
●The Board adjourned until Tuesday February 4, 2014 at 9:00 am. (Connolly – King)
 ATTEST:     Le Sueur County Administrator                Le Sueur County Chairman
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January 2014 Transfers

#1551 Transfer 2,059.50 from Human Services to Revenue
#1552 Transfer 78.79 from Human Services to Road & Bridge
#1553 Transfer 2,692.00 from Agency to Revenue
#1554 Transfer 14,040.55 from Revenue to Road & Bridge
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 3

9:05 Sue Rynda - Human Services Director

Human Services Update

Staff Contact: 
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Human Services Board Agenda
February 18, 2014 @ 9:05 a.m.

100- PRESENTATIONS:

 101 – Introduction of New Staff – 
o Jeff Mack (Agency Social Worker) Hired 9/19/13
o Maggie Novak (Agency Social Worker) Hired 1/13/14
o Kari Davis (Agency Social Worker) Hired 1/27/14

200- INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

 210- Finance Graphs/Report;
 220- Income Maintenance/Child Support Graphs; 

 221- MnSure Update
 222-State Bulletin #13-69-09                                

 230- Family Services Graphs-
                    231- Social Services Team 

       232- Child Services Team
                   242.1- Out Of Home Placement Report
                   242.2- In-Home Family Therapy Report;
        233- Behavioral Health Team

300- BOARD APPROVAL ITEMS:

310 - Re-approve IV-D Contract (New State Format)
320 – Commissioner’s Warrants
               

Department of Human Services
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE          LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057-1646

507-357-2251          FAX 507-357-6122
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 4

10:00am Claims

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 5

10:10am Cindy Westerhouse - Human Resources Director

PERA Ballots

Telecommute renewal

Hire

Staff Contact: 
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Equal Opportunity Employer

HUMAN RESOURCES
DETAILED AGENDA ITEMS

February 18, 2014

Recommendation to approve Roxanne Billings’ telecommute renewal request and 
to sign Le Sueur County’s Telecommuting Agreement effective March 1, 2014.  
The telecommuting agreement is renewed once a year.  Linda Fischenich, Human 
Services Supervisor and Sue Rynda, Human Services Director also recommend to 
renew the agreement for one year. 

Recommendation to transfer Conrad Browning to a full time Jailer/Dispatcher in 
the Sheriff's Office as a Grade 6, Step 2 at $17.17 per hour effective February 18, 
2014.  Conrad has been employed with Le Sueur County since May 2013 as a part 
time Jailer/Dispatcher.  Conrad is filling the vacancy open due to the promotion of 
Scott O'Brien to Deputy Sheriff.  

Recommendation to transfer Joe Kern to a full time Deputy Sheriff in the Sheriff's 
Office as a Grade 10, Step 4 at $23.28 per hour effective February 23, 2014.  Joe 
has been employed with Le Sueur County since September 2008 as a part time 
Jailer/Dispatcher and in October 2009 as a part time Deputy Sheriff.  Joe is filling 
the position vacated by Jeff Gilhousen who filled Brett Mason's vacancy. 

Recommendation to hire Jody Brown as a full time Deputy Auditor/Treasurer II - 
Motor Vehicle Specialist, in the Auditor/Treasurer's office, as a Grade 6, Step 1 at 
$16.57 per hour effective March 3, 2014.  Jody is filling the vacancy open due to 
the previous employee not passing probation.

Human Resources 
88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE  LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057

 Telephone: 507-357-8517  Fax: 507-357-8607
Cindy Westerhouse – Human Resources Director
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 6

10:15am Don Reak - Parks and 911 Address Director

Software Update

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 7

10:20am  Pam Simonette - Auditor Treasurer

Credit Card Application

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 8

10:25am Darrell Pettis - Administrator/Engineer

Award CSAH 35 Project 

MN River Board Resolution                         

Le Sueur County Officials Association 

Public Defender Expenses

Drainage Database Grant Project

CSAH 3 in Montgomery Neighborhood meeting, March 11 at 6:30

Claim on CSAH 29 project.

 Set Bid Date for DSAH 36, Old CSAH23, CSAH41,42,43, CR 116& CR154, Friday March 28th at 1:00pm

 Set Bid Date for County Wide Restriping Friday March 28th at 1:00pm

Staff Contact: 
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Upper Cannon River Watershed BMP 

Targeting and Watershed Database 

Development 

Funded by BWSR Accelerated Implementation Grant 

 

An Overview of the Proposed Project 

 

Presented by: Brian Fischer 

bfischer@houstoneng.com 

 

2-11-14 
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Agenda 

• 1:30 - 2:00 - Introductions and Proposed Project Overview 

• 2:00 - 2:15 - Roles and responsibilities (what does this grant mean 

for your organization) 

• 2:15 - 2:30 - Proposed Work-plan and Timelines 

• 2:30 - 2:45 - Budget and Tracking Matching Costs 

• 2:45 - 3:00 - Questions and Discussion 
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Background for the Idea 

• Software to help Counties manage public ditches (DrainageDB) 

• BWSR Accelerated Implementation Project Grants 

• Houston Engineering’s Experience 

• GIS Tools for Targeting BMP locations 

• The Upper Cannon River Watershed 

• Collaboration (Rice, Steele, Waseca, LeSeuer Counties and Cannon 

River Watershed Partnership) 

• Rice County taking lead 
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Project Goals 

• Develop a set of “Enhanced GIS Data” products to assist local water 

planers in prioritizing locations for BMP targeting 

• Develop a set of “Tools” that assist staff in conducting inventory and 

inspection activities on public drainage systems 

• Provide tools to assist and compliment “TMDL implementation 

planning” activities 

• Conduct “Outreach” to landowners 

• Develop a list of project needs and locations that could be 

implemented having a direct benefit to water quality improvements 

 

Progress towards minimizing erosion and improving  
water quality in our lakes and streams! 
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Project Outcomes (Deliverables) 

• DrainageDB (Public Ditch Database Software) 

• Enhanced GIS Data products for evaluating erosion potential, runoff 

storage and targeting locations 

• Interactive GIS Map Viewer 

• Field Inspections 

• Education Workshops 

• Final Summary Report 
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Project Breakdown 

• Three components that would work in parallel 

• Component 1 – Drainage Database (DrainageDB) Implementation 

• Component 2 – Creation of Enhanced GIS Data products from 

LiDAR to assist with BMP targeting activities 

• Component 3 – Summarizing Results and Outreach 

 

Lot’s of moving parts and other related projects! 
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Component 1 - DrainageDB 

• Faribault County went live in July 2013. 

• Lyon, Martin, Nicollet and Wright County implementation 

underway. 

• Potentially 9 more organizations purchasing this spring. 

• Faribault County grant. 

• Software Hosting/Maintenance 

DEMO 
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Component 1 - DrainageDB 

• Loading Ditch Information into Software 

• Conducting field inspections along ditches in the Upper 

Cannon River Watershed 
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Component 2 - Enhanced Geospatial Data Products: 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Prioritization 

This enhanced geostpatial data package allows you to prioritize 

subwatersheds and target fields for siting and building BMPs  as 

commonly needed in lake, stream and river restoration and protection 

strategies. You pick the best sites.  

Image 
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Component 2 - Enhanced Geospatial Data Products: 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Prioritization 

End Products: 

• Hydrologically conditioned DEM 

• Stream Power Index data set 

• Revised Universal Soil Loss data set 

• Compound Topographic Index dataset 

• Subwatershed rankings 

• Watershed Viewer – web based GIS viewer 
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Component 2 - Enhanced Geospatial Data Products: 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Prioritization 
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Component 2 - Enhanced Geospatial Data Products: 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Prioritization 
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Component 2 - Enhanced Geospatial Data Products: 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Prioritization 
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WatershedViewer 
with BMP Targeting Data Products  

 

Hydrography 
• Subwatershed boundaries 
• Flow lines 
• Closed basins 
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Component 2 - Enhanced Geospatial Data Products: 

Best Management Practice (BMP) Prioritization 

• Prioritization of BMPs 
• “Large Scale” ranking to focus regions on high priority areas for marketing efforts 
• “Small Scale” ranking to aid in meetings with individual landowners 

• Data and Tools for Designing Conservation Practices 
• Grass waterways 
• Impoundments 
• Sediment Control Basins 

• Enhanced Engineering Tools 
• Culvert Sizing 
• Inputs to Hydrology models (curve number, time of concentration) 

• Watershed Planning 
• TMDL Implementation 
• Water Plans 

• Higher Quality GIS Map Layers 
• Flow paths 
• Watersheds 
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Component 3 – Summary Report and Outreach 

• Aggregate Inspection activities from all 4 Counties to identify needs 

• Priority areas from GIS analysis 

• Summarize into Report 

• Two Workshops 
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Roles and Responsibilities 

• Commitment to Project 

• Rice County is lead and fiscal agent for Grant 

• Houston Engineering – technical lead and software implementation 

• All Counties - Load Ditch Information into DrainageDB (templates) 

• All Counties conduct some inspections in Upper Cannon River 
watershed using DrainageDB 

• CRWP – review / Map Viewer 

• Rice County lead for Outreach and Summary report 

• Report review by all 

• Counties responsible for DrainageDB Maintenance Contract after 
5/1/15 
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Workplan and Timeline 

• Workplan finalized by March 17th (Rice County lead) 

• Grants Executed on April 1st 

• Grant can go through December 31st, 2016 

• Detailed Timeline – refer to handout 
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Budget and Matching Requirements 

• Grant Award is $124,976 

• Match Required is $38,00 

– Can come in form of in-kind hours, but must be documented and tracked 

– Can also come in form of cash match 
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Questions / Further Discussion? 

• Do we need bi-yearly project coordination calls/meetings? 
• Are there Public Drainage Systems in the Upper Cannon River portion of your 

County? 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 9

Following the Meeting  Lauren Klement - Evironmental Specialiest 1 
1/2 hours Workshop

Water Management in Le Sueur County Workshop

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County Local Water Management
County Board Work Session

February 18, 2014
10:30 A.M.

Le Sueur County Board Room

Agenda

1. Local Water Management Overview (12 minutes estimated)
A. LWM Brief history/Job duties
B. SWCD History/Job duties
C. Groundwater position History

2. State Agencies Overview (30 minutes)
A. BWSR

a. NRBG
b. WCA
c. State cost share
d. Clean Water Fund
e. One Watershed One Plan
f. Other

B. DNR
a. Shoreland rules
b. Other

C. MPCA
a. State’s water monitoring program
b. TMDL
c. WRAP
d. Other

3. LWM Past and present projects and activities 
a. Past
b. Present

4. SWCD Past and present projects and activities
a. Past
b. Present

5. SWCD Drainage

6. Sources of Funding

7. Future Plans/projects
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Board Meeting

Item 10

Future Meetings

Staff Contact: 
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Future Meetings 

February 18, 2014 Board Meeting
Le Sueur-Waseca Community Health Board Meeting – Waterville City Council 
Chambers – 1:30pm

February 20, 2014 Board of Adjustment Meeting – 7:00pm – Environmental Building

February 25, 2014 Nothing on the Agenda so Far

March 4, 2014 Board Meeting

March 11, 2014  No Meeting

March 13, 2014 Planning and Zoning Meeting – 7:00pm – Environmental

March 18, 2014 Board Meeting

March 20, 2014 Board of Adjustment Meeting – 7:00pm – Environmental Building

March 25, 2014     Nothing on the Agenda so Far
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