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Washington County 
 Ordinance No. 168 

 

for the 
Management of All Terrain Vehicles 

in 
Washington County Rights of Way 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Ordinance No.  168 
         Effective: January 1, 2004
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1 

 
 

 WASHINGTON COUNTY ORDINANCE 
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OF ROADS 

UNDER THE COUNTY’S JURISDICTION 
 
 

An ordinance to administer and regulate use of all terrain vehicles in the public right-of-way in the public 
interest, pursuant to the powers granted under Minnesota Statutes 84.92 through 84.928. 
 
 
Sec. 1.01.  Findings, Purpose, and Intent. 
 
To provide for health, safety and welfare of its citizens, and to ensure the integrity of its roads and streets and 
the appropriate use of the rights of way, the County strives to keep its public right of way in a state of good 
repair. 
 
Accordingly, the County hereby enacts this ordinance relating to the use of its public right of way by all terrain 
vehicles.   
 
This ordinance shall be interpreted consistently with Minnesota Statutes Sections 84.82 through 84.928 and the other 
laws governing applicable rights of the County and users of the right of way. This ordinance shall not be interpreted to 
limit the regulatory and police powers of the County to adopt and enforce general ordinances necessary to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the public. 
 
 
Sec. 1.03.  Definitions. 
 
The following definitions apply in this ordinance.  Defined terms remain defined terms whether or not 
capitalized. 
 

1. “ATV” or “All Terrain Vehicle” shall mean a motorized flotation-tired vehicle of not less than three, but 
not more than six, low-pressure tires that is limited in engine displacement to less than 800 cubic 
centimeters and total dry weight less than 900 pounds. 

 
2. "County" means the County of Washington, Minnesota.   
3. “Public Road Right of Way” shall have the meaning given to it by Minnesota Statute 84.92, Subdivision 

6a. 
 

4. “County Public Road Right of Way” shall be public road right of way for which Washington County is the 
road authority, as defined in Minnesota Statute 160.02, Subdivision 25. 
 
 

Sec. 1.04.  Prohibitions. 
 

1. Except as provided for in Minnesota Statute 84.928, Subdivision 1 (e) and in Sections 1.04.2, 1.04.3, 
and 1.04.4 of this ordinance, it shall be unlawful for any person to operate an All Terrain Vehicle in any 
County Public Road Right of Way.   

 
2. This ordinance shall not apply to any agent or employee of any road authority, law enforcement or 

public safety agency, or any agent or employee of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
when performing or exercising official duties or powers. 
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3. Nothing in this ordinance shall prohibit the agricultural use of ATVs in rights of way, as defined in 
Minnesota Statute 84.92, Subd. 1d, or the use of ATVs to maintain permitted accesses over Public 
Road Rights of Way. 

 
4. Nothing in this ordinance is intended to prohibit the crossing of a County Public Road Right of Way, 

which is otherwise allowed by Minnesota Statute 84.928, Subdivision 1a, (1) through (5). 
 
 
Section 1.05 Violation. 
 

1. Anyone violating this ordinance shall be guilty as follows: 
 

A) For the first offense, the person shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and shall be punished by 
a fine of $120.00. 

 
B)  For a second offense, and for all subsequent offenses, the person shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and shall be punished according to law. 
 
 
Section 1.06 General Provisions. 

 
1. Severability: If any provision of this ordinance or the application thereof is held invalid, said invalidity 

does not affect other provisions or applications of the ordinance which can be given effect without the 
invalid provision or application and for this purpose, the provisions of the ordinance are severeable. 

 
2. Enforceability: Sheriff’s deputies, State Troopers, Conservation officers, and any other peace officers 

are empowered to enforce this ordinance. 
 
3. Effective Date: This ordinance shall be effective on January 1, 2004, after passage by the County 

Board and publication according to law. 
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Board of County Commissioners 
Washington County, Minnesota 

Resolution No. 2003-189 
 

  Date:  November 18, 2003    Department:  Transportation & Physical Development 
  Motion by Commissioner     Stafford     Seconded by Commissioner    Peterson      
 

Resolution Adopting the  
Washington County All Terrain Vehicle Ordinance 

 
 WHEREAS, MINN. STAT. § 84.92 allows Washington County to regulate the operation of all 

terrain vehicles (ATV’s) in County public road right of ways; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Washington County is experiencing considerable damage in its public right of ways 

because of the operation of ATV’s in its road right of ways, including but not limited to rutting, 
loss of vegetation and soil erosion; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on September 24, 2003, the Washington County Board of Commissioners held a 

public open house to solicit comments on the proposed ordinance and a County Board workshop 
on November 4, 2003 to hear further comments on the proposed ordinance; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on October 21, 2003, the Washington County Board of Commissioners conducted a 

public hearing to consider enacting an ordinance regulating the operation of ATV’s in the 
County’s public road right of ways and continued said hearing to November 18, 2003. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Washington County Board of 

Commissioners hereby adopts the Washington County Ordinance for the Management of All 
Terrain Vehicles in Washington County Rights of Way No. 168 as attached hereto. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2004. 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 

James R. Schug, County Administrator 
 

Dennis C. Hegberg, Chairman, County Board 

  YES NO 
HEGBERG   X 
KRIESEL   X 
PETERSON   X 
PULKRABEK    X 
STAFFORD   X 
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ORDINANCE # 65/09
 

RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF MOTORIZED GOLF CARTS ON PUBLIC STREETS 
AND ROADWAYS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF ELYSIAN

The City Council of the City of Elysian does ordain:

Section 1. Use and Operation of Golf Carts on Public Streets and Roadways

Subdivision 1.  Adoption by Reference of Minnesota Statute

Except as herein specifically addressed or modified the provisions of Minnesota statutes 
section 169.045 are hereby incorporated by reference.

Subdivision 2. Definition

A. For the purpose of this ordinance a golf cart is defined as; any vehicle designed for use 
primarily o a golf course and any golf cart type vehicle designed for use on a city street 
or roadway.

B. Motorized refers to any golf cart type vehicle propelled by any gas or electric motor.

Subdivision 3. Motorized Golf Carts on City Streets and Roadways.

Purpose

A. The State of Minnesota has authorized the use of motorized golf carts on designated 
roadways within a City on streets under their jurisdiction and authorized by the City 
Council through its ordinances.

B. The City Council of Elysian sees the need to limit the availability of access to City 
streets and roadways, using motorized golf carts, to persons who are age sixteen (16) 
or older and who have a valid and current driver’s license.

Subdivision 4. Issuing Officer.

A. The City Council shall determine the streets or roadways of operation and the 
hours of operation if more restrictive than the State Statute and deemed 
necessary for public safety reasons.
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B. The City Clerk/Administrator shall authorize the issuance of all permits and may 
recommend the denial of a permit if the applicants driving status is revoked, 
suspended or cancelled for prior violations. The City Clerk/Administrator shall 
collect a fee, as determined by the Council, for the issued permit.

Subdivision 5. Requirements for Permit.

Application for a permit shall be made in a form supplied by the City of Elysian and shall 
contain the information listed below. All permits shall be issued for a specific golf cart. The 
permit shall be issued with a specific license number; the applicant is responsible for 
obtaining self adhesive numbers at least three (3) inches tall and applying them to both sides 
of that specific golf cart.

A. All motorized golf cart owners must provide liability insurance at all times when 
operating on a public street or roadway. A certificate of insurance must be submitted 
at the time of permit application.

B. The make, model number, serial number and year of the motorized golf cart is 
required.

C. The applicant shall supply a current driver’s license showing the name, address and 
age. The driver’s license shall be photocopied for the City records.

D. The golf cart shall be inspected by the Clerk/Administrator to ascertain that it has 
head lights, rear lights, including brake lights, rearview mirror and an authorized slow 
moving vehicle sign.

E. The permit shall be issued for a calendar year (January 1st through December 31st) and 
may be renewed annually and a fee paid.

Subdivision 6.  Additional Requirements.

A. Motorized golf carts must display the slow moving vehicle emblem provided for in 
M.S. 169.522 when operating on a public street or roadway.

B. Every operator of a motorized golf cart has all the rights and duties applicable to 
the drivers of any other vehicle under the provisions of M.S. Chapter 169 except 
when these provisions cannot be reasonably applied to motorized golf carts and 
except as otherwise provided in M.S. 169.045, Subd. 7.

C. Motorized golf carts may be operated only on streets and roadways designated on 
the permit authorized by the City Council.
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D. Motorized golf carts may not be operated on State Highways or County Highways. 
Drivers may cross, at right angles, any highway intersecting a designated street or 
roadway.

E. Motorized golf carts may not be driven on any portion of the DNR State Trail. 
Drivers may cross the Trail where it intersects approved streets or roadways.

F. Hours of operation shall be from sunrise through sunset. Operation of a golf cart 
shall not be permitted during inclement weather or when visibility is impaired by 
weather, smoke, fog or at any time wherein there is insufficient light to clearly see 
persons and vehicles on the street at a distance of 500 feet.

G. The number of occupants allowed in a golf cart is limited to those that can be 
safely seated in the provided seating.

H. Children must be properly seated while the golf cart is in motion and may not be 
transported in a negligent manner.

I. Golf carts are not permitted to be driven on any sidewalks in the City of Elysian.

J. If a licensed Motorized golf cart is disabled through mechanical failure or the need 
for repairs, the permit may be temporarily transferred to another golf cart for a 
seven day period following verification of mechanical condition and insurance 
coverage by the City Clerk/Administrator.

Subdivision 7. Assumption of Liability

Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as an assumption of liability by the City of Elysian 
for injuries to persons or property which may result from the operation of any motorized golf 
cart by a permit holder or the failure by the Sheriff to revoke a permit.

Subdivision 8. Violations and Penalties.

Any person violating any provision of this ordinance shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor.

Ordinance was presented by Councilmember Stoen, seconded by Councilmember Atherton 
with the following vote being taken:

Voting Yes: Stoen, Atherton, Hanson, Opsahl, Rager

Voting No: None
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Date this 13th. day of July, 2009

Attest:

_____________________________________
Patricia Nusbaum, Clerk Administrator

__________________________________
David Rager, Mayor
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