
LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING AGENDA

June 28, 2016

1. 9:00 a.m. Agenda and Consent Agenda (5 min)
a. RE: June 21, 2016 Minutes and Summary Minutes
b. RE: Tobacco Licenses

2. 9:00 a.m. Extension (2 min)
a. RE: Meet the 4-H summer intern

3. 9:05 a.m. UNIMIN Annual Report (30 min)

4. 9:35 a.m. Kathy Brockway, P & Z Adm. (15 minutes)
a. RE: 2-Requests for Action 
b. RE: Resolution- Grannie Pods

5. 9:50 a.m. Human Resources (10 min)

6. 10:00 a.m. Reconvene Board of Equalization (15 min)

7. 10:15 a.m. Ditches Public Hearing (30 min)
a. RE: CD # 6, 29, 31, 42, 58, 59, and 64                         

8. 10:45 a.m. Ann Traxler, Tammy Stewig and Pam Voit (15 min)
a. RE: Socorro, New Mexico Trip  Powerpoint

9. 11:00 a.m. Darrell Pettis, County Administrator/Engineer
a. RE: CR 118, TH 19 Lighting Agreement
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b. RE: County Road 29
c. RE: Repair Le Center Cold Storage Building
d. RE: Waterville Shop Final Payment
e. RE: West Jefferson Facility Plan Preliminary Approval
f. RE: CD #63 and #19 discussion
g. RE: Budget direction discussion
h. RE: Le Sueur Shop
i. RE: Storm damage

10. Future Meetings

11. 11:00 a.m. Space Study Workshop
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 1

9:00 a.m. Agenda and Consent Agenda (5 min)

RE: June 21, 2016 Minutes and Summary Minutes

RE: Tobacco Licenses

Staff Contact: 
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Minutes of Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners Meeting
June 21, 2016

The Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 21, 2016 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Courthouse at Le Center, Minnesota.  Those members present were: John 
King, Steve Rohlfing, Lance Wetzel and Joe Connolly. Darrell Pettis and Brent Christian were 
also present. Dave Gliszinski was excused.

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the amended agenda.

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
consent agenda:

●Approved the June 7, 2016 County Board Minutes and Summary Minutes
●Approved the June 15, 2016 Board of Equalization Minutes and Summary Minutes
●Approved the CD # 6, 45 and 59 Repair Requests 

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Rohlfing and unanimously approved, the following cases and 
claims were approved:                                                                                                 
       Soc Serv:              $254,160.99
       Financial:              $101,580.70

Sue Rynda, Human Services Director, appeared before the Board to give the monthly Human 
Services Report. This presentation covered Finance, Income Maintenance, Child Support, Family 
Services, and Mental Health. 

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
and authorized the Board Chair to sign the Master Subscriber Agreement for MN Court Data 
Services for Government Agencies.

Cindy Westerhouse, Human Resources appeared before the Board with several items for 
approval.

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the recommendation to hire Catherine Weniger as a full time Assistant County Attorney in the 
County Attorney’s Office, as a Grade 12, Step 1 at $24.82 per hour, effective June 22, 2016.  

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the recommendation to grant regular status to Julie Factor, full time Administrative Assistant III 
in the Recorders Office, effective June 21, 2016.  Julie has completed the six-month probationary 
period. 

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
recommendation to post the reclassification announcement for a full time Support Enforcement 
Aide in Human Services, as a Grade 5, Step 1 at $16.51 per hour.  
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On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the recommendation to post and request the merit list for a full time Team Lead Social Worker in 
Human Services, as a Grade 12, Step 1 at $24.82 per hour.  

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the recommendation to hire Austin Buss as a full time Jailer/Dispatcher in the Sheriff’s Office, as 
a Grade 6, Step 1 at $17.50 per hour, effective June 22, 2016.  

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
recommendation to advertise for a part time Jailer/Dispatcher in the Sheriff’s Office as a Grade 
6, Step 1 at $17.50 per hour.  

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the recommendation to hire Patty Shankey as a part time Home Health Aide in Public Health, as 
a Grade 2, Step 1 at $13.87 per hour, effective June 29, 2016.  

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the recommendation to accept the resignation of Zachary Johnson, part time Compliance 
Specialist in Drug Court, effective July 1, 2016. 

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Rohlfing and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
recommendation to advertise for a part time Compliance Specialist, in Drug Court, as a Grade 4, 
Step 1 at $15.58 per hour.

Jim McMillen appeared before the Board with one item for discussion.

The consensus of the Board was to get the paperwork and contracts together to move forward 
with the Retrofit Lighting project.

Mike Schultz, Soil & Water appeared before the Board with one item for discussion.

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved to 
add a Farm Bill Assistance position to the SWDC office.

Justin Lutterman, GIS appeared before the Board with one item for approval.

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the out of state travel request for Justin Lutterman to attend the ESRI Conference in San Diego, 
CA from June 26 – July 2, 2016.

Josh Mankowski, Environmental Services appeared before the Board with one item for approval.

On motion by Rohlfing, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board tabled the 
request to use gravel tax funds for a Jefferson Shores retention pond repair to request and review 
association by-laws.
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Darrell Pettis, Administrator appeared before the Board with several items for discussion and 
approval.

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Rohlfing and unanimously approved, the Board approved the 
out of state travel request for Darrell Pettis to attend the NACE Board of Director’s meeting in 
Denver, CO from September 7-9, 2016.

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved to 
accept the VINE transit proposal.

On motion by Rohlfing seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
to set a future date for a redetermination informational public hearing for County Ditch #18.

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board approved 
the CSAH 23 Right of Way Plat No. 2.

On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Connolly and unanimously approved, the following claims 
were approved for payment:

Warrant # Vendor Name Amount

41094 A’Viands $    2,785.64
41097 APG Media of Southern MN LLC $    3,349.00
41107 Bolton & Menk Inc. $  12,362.50
41108 Borneke Construction $  19,490.40
41117 Christian, Keogh, Moran and King $    2,721.43
41118 City of Waterville $153,823.49
41129 Election Systems & Software Inc. $    4,935.00
41155 I & S Group Inc. $    6,106.00
41172 Richard Lea $    2,505.00
41177 Mankato Landshapes Inc. $    3,061.50
41178 Mariska Enterprises $    3,960.00
41180 Max Johnson Trucking $  76,306.32
41220 SeaChange Print Innovations $    6,028.19
41221 S.E.H. Inc. $  14,158.17
41222 Selly Excavating Inc. $  68,727.50
41226 S.M.C. Co. Inc. $  19,494.76
41230 Suel Printing Co. $    2,381.50
41231 Technical Solutions of Madison Lake Inc. $    4,065.61
41241 Traxler Construction Inc. $    5,585.71
41252 Wenck Associates Inc. $    5,178.17
41257 Wondra Automotive Inc. $    2,133.54
41259 Wornson, Goggins, Zard $    2,709.75
41260 WW Blacktopping Inc. $  71,290.00
41262 Zimmerman Construction $    2,168.00
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145 Claims paid less than $2,000.00: $  47,377.85  
 24  Claims paid more than $2,000.00: $495,327.18 
169 Total all claims paid: $542,705.03

On motion by Connolly, seconded by Wetzel and unanimously approved, the Board adjourned 
until Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.

ATTEST: _____________________________    _______________________________
          Le Sueur County Administrator   Le Sueur County Chairman
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Summary Minutes of Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners Meeting, June 21, 2016
●This is only a summary publication per MN Statutes 375.12 and 331A.01 sub. 10.  The complete 
minutes are on file in the Le Sueur County Administrator’s Office at 88 S Park Ave. Le Center, MN and 
are available at www.co.le-sueur.mn.us. 
●The Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 21, 2016 at 9:00 
a.m. in the Courthouse at Le Center, Minnesota.  Those members present were: John King, Steve 
Rohlfing, Lance Wetzel and Joe Connolly. Darrell Pettis and Brent Christian were also present. Dave 
Gliszinski was excused.
●Approved the agenda. (Connolly-Wetzel)
●Approved the consent agenda: (Rohlfing-Wetzel)
●On motion by Wetzel, seconded by Rohlfing and unanimously approved, the following cases and claims 
were approved: Soc Serv: $254,160.99 and Financial: $101,580.70
●Approved and authorized the Board Chair to sign a Master Subscriber Agreement for MN Court Data 
Services for Government Agencies. (Rohlfing-Connolly)
●Approved to hire Catherine Weniger as a full time Assistant County Attorney. (Rohlfing-Connolly) 
●Approved to grant regular status to Julie Factor. (Connolly-Wetzel) 
●Approved to post the reclassification announcement for a full time Support Enforcement Aide in Human 
Services. (Rohlfing-Wetzel) 
●Approved to post for a full time Team Lead Social Worker. (Rohlfing-Connolly) 
●Approved to hire Austin Buss as a full time Jailer/Dispatcher. (Connolly-Wetzel)  
●Approved to advertise for a part time Jailer/Dispatcher. (Rohlfing-Wetzel) 
●Approved to hire Patty Shankey. Wetzel-Connolly) 
●Approved to accept the resignation of Zachary Johnson. (Rohlfing-Connolly)
●Approved to advertise for a part time Compliance Specialist. (Wetzel-Rohlfing)
●Approved to add a Farm Bill Assistance position to the SWDC office. (Wetzel-Connolly)
●Approved an out of state travel request for Justin Lutterman. (Rohlfing-Connolly)
●Tabled the request to use gravel tax funds for a Jefferson Shores retention pond repair. (Rohlfing-
Wetzel)
●Approved an out of state travel request for Darrell Pettis. (Wetzel-Rohlfing)
●Approved to accept the VINE transit proposal. (Wetzel-Connolly)
●Approved to set a future date for a redetermination informational public hearing for County Ditch #18. 
(Rohlfing-Connolly)
●Approved the CSAH 23 Right of Way Plat No. 2. (Connolly-Wetzel)
●The following claims were approved for payment: (Wetzel-Connolly)
Warrant # Vendor Name Amount
41094 A’Viands $    2,785.64
41097 APG Media of Southern MN LLC $    3,349.00
41107 Bolton & Menk Inc. $  12,362.50
41108 Borneke Construction $  19,490.40
41117 Christian, Keogh, Moran and King $    2,721.43
41118 City of Waterville $153,823.49
41129 Election Systems & Software Inc. $    4,935.00
41155 I & S Group Inc. $    6,106.00
41172 Richard Lea $    2,505.00
41177 Mankato Landshapes Inc. $    3,061.50
41178 Mariska Enterprises $    3,960.00
41180 Max Johnson Trucking $  76,306.32
41220 SeaChange Print Innovations $    6,028.19
41221 S.E.H. Inc. $  14,158.17
41222 Selly Excavating Inc. $  68,727.50
41226 S.M.C. Co. Inc. $  19,494.76
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41230 Suel Printing Co. $    2,381.50
41231 Technical Solutions of Madison Lake Inc. $    4,065.61
41241 Traxler Construction Inc. $    5,585.71
41252 Wenck Associates Inc. $    5,178.17
41257 Wondra Automotive Inc. $    2,133.54
41259 Wornson, Goggins, Zard $    2,709.75
41260 WW Blacktopping Inc. $  71,290.00
41262 Zimmerman Construction $    2,168.00
145 Claims paid less than $2,000.00:                                                           $  47,377.85  
 24  Claims paid more than $2,000.00:                                                         $495,327.18 
169 Total all claims paid:                                                                              $542,705.03
●The Board adjourned until Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. (Connolly-Wetzel)
ATTEST: Le Sueur County Administrator   Le Sueur County Chairman
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Le Sueur County Tobacco Licenses 2016-2017

1. The Pit Stop, Elysian
2. Casey’s General Store #2589, Elysian
3. The Liquor Hole, Kilkenney
4. Beer Oil & Tire, LeCenter
5. Dollar General #14798, Le Center
6. Genesis Cenex, Le Center
7. Little Dandy, Le Center
8. Radermacher’s Foods of Le Center, Le Center
9. Casey’s General Store, Le Center
10. Le Center Municipal Liquor Store, Le Center
11. Mac’s Green Mill Bar, Le Sueur
12. Valley Lanes DBA- The Bar, Le Sueur
13. Radermacher’s Foods of Le Sueur, Le Sueur
14. Holiday Station #233, Le Sueur
15. Froggy’s Liquor Store, Le Sueur
16. Scoop’s Liquor, Le Sueur
17. Vet’s Super America, Le Sueur
18. Davis Marketplace, Waterville
19. Phil Mart, Waterville
20. Kamp Dels, Waterville
21. Denny’s Bar, Inc., Waterville
22. Casey’s General Store # 2570, Waterville
23. J&L Bottle’s, Inc., Waterville
24. Woods Grill and Bar, St Peter
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 2

9:00 a.m. Extension (2 min)

RE: Meet the 4-H summer intern

Staff Contact: Extension, David Foley
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 3

9:05 a.m. UNIMIN Annual Report (30 min)

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 4

9:35 a.m. Kathy Brockway, P & Z Adm. (15 minutes)

RE: 2-Requests for Action 

RE: Resolution- Grannie Pods

Staff Contact: Kathy Brockway - Environmental and P & Z Director
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LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
88 SOUTH PARK AVE.

LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057
June 09, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeanne Doheny, Don Rynda, Chuck Retka, Shirley Katzenmeyer, Steve 
Olson, Al Gehrke, Betty Bruzek, Pam Tietz

MEMBERS ABSENT: Don Reak, Doug Krenik

OTHERS PRESENT: Kathy Brockway, Commissioner Connolly

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson, Jeanne Doheny.

ITEM #1: SOCORE RED MAPLE LLC, CHICAGO, IL, (APPLICANT); KATHLEEN 
REGENSCHEID REVOCABLE TRUST, (OWNER):  Request that the County grant a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow the applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden in the Conservancy “C” and Agriculture 
“A” Districts and the Special Protection “SP” District, on an unnamed stream. Property is located in the 
NW 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 24, Kasota Township.  

Kathy Brockway presented power point presentation.  Andrew Dahlen, representing Socore Red Maple 
LLC, was present for application.  

TOWNSHIP: Notification through the application process.  DNR: No comments.   LETTERS: No 
comments.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments

Discussion was held regarding: history of Socore, installation of over 300 solar gardens within 17 states, 2 
roof top installations in Minnesota, in the process of working with other counties in Minnesota, flat site, no 
additional grading and filling, concern with taking the most productive farmland out of production to allow 
solar gardens, no standards in the ordinance, interconnection agreements, Xcel Energy standards to meet 
renewable energy guidelines, fire protection, fencing, screening, vegetation, maintenance of the site, 
decommissioning plan, time frame, security, lighting.

Findings by majority roll call vote: 

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and 
impairs property values within the immediate vicinity.  Agreed.

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in 
the area. Agreed.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities are being provided. 
Agreed.

4. Adequate measures will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading 
space to serve the proposed use.  Agreed.

5. Adequate measures will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, 
noise, and vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control 
lighted signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring 
properties will result. Agreed.

6. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with and supported by the statement of 
purposes, policies, goals, and objectives in the Ordinance?  Agreed (5-3)
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7. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 
Disagree as renewable energy is not addressed in the 2009 Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan.

Motion was made by Steve Olson to approve the application with the following conditions:
 A 7’ fence with 3 strands of barbed wire for a total fence height of 8’.
 Decommissioning Bond as set by the County Commissioners.

Seconded by Pam Tietz.  Motion approved.  Motion carried.

ITEM #2: LYRA COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN, EDINA, MN, (APPLICANT); LARRY 
& SOLVEIG THEIS, SHAKOPEE, MN, (OWNER):  Request that the County grant a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow the applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden in a Special Protection  “SP” District, on a 
Natural Environment “NE” lake, Querum’s Slough.  Property is located in the SW 1/4 SW 1/4, Section 10, 
Waterville Township.

Kathy Brockway presented power point presentation.    Patrick Smith, representing Lyra Community Solar 
Garden, was present for application.  

TOWNSHIP:  Notification through the application process.  Al Gehrke, Township Representative stated 
that the township has no objections to the proposal.  DNR: No Comments      LETTERS:  Joshua 
Mankowski, LSC Resource Specialist. Letter read into record (see file).

Discussion was held regarding: agricultural land out of production, vegetation management, requested to 
deviate from the setbacks, re-worked plans, meets all required setbacks, fencing(woven type material with 
strands of barbed wire), height of fence, stray voltage, archeological study provided to the State, turn 
around, impervious surface, decommissioning plan, wetland delineation of the site, approved by the 
SWCD.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Larry Theis, current landowner, site is marginal farm ground, better use of the land, 
native plantings better filter for the slough.

Findings by majority roll call vote: 

1. The conditional use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs 
property values within the immediate vicinity. Agreed.

2. The establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and 
improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area. Agreed.

3. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other facilities are being provided. Agreed.

4. Adequate measures will be taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space to 
serve the proposed use. Agreed.

5. Adequate measures will be taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise, and 
vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other 
lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. Agreed.

6. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with and supported by the statement of purposes, 
policies, goals, and objectives in the Ordinance? Agreed (7-1). 

7. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? Disagree 5-3 as 
renewable energy is not addressed in the 2009 Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

Motion was made by Al Gehrke to approve the application with the following condition:
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 Decommissioning Bond as set by the County Commissioners.
Seconded by Don Rynda.   Motion approved 7-1.   Descending vote:  Inconsistent with conditions.
Motion carried.

Discussion:   Workshop set up for June 23, 2016 at 4:00 PM to discuss Ordinance Revision to include 
standards for solar energy.

Motion was made by Pam Tietz to approve the minutes from the April 14, 2016 meeting. Seconded by 
Betty Bruzek.  Motion approved.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by May 19, 2016 to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2016 special meeting by 
Seconded by Shirley Katzenmeyer. Seconded by Steve Olson. Motion approved.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Chuck Retka to approve the minutes from the May 26, 2016 special meeting. 
Seconded by Al Gehrke.  Motion approved.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn meeting by Shirley Katzenmeyer.  Seconded by Pam Tietz.  Motion approved.  Motion 
carried.

Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Katzenmeyer by
Kathy Brockway

Tape of meeting is on file in the
Le Sueur County Environmental Services Office
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LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
June 28, 2016

TO: LE SUEUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

FROM: LE SUEUR COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

SUBJECT: “REQUEST FOR ACTION”

The Planning Commission recommends your action on the following items:

ITEM #1: SOCORE RED MAPLE LLC, CHICAGO, IL, (APPLICANT): KATHLEEN 
REGENSCHEID REVOCABLE TRUST, (OWNER):  Request that the County grant a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow the applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden in the Conservancy “C” and Agriculture 
“A” Districts and the Special Protection “SP” District, on an unnamed stream. Property is located in the 
NW 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 24, Kasota Township.  

Based on the information submitted by the applicant, as required by the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance, the Planning Commission developed the following findings for this request:  

Therefore, the Planning Commission recommends approval of the application  with the following 
conditions:

 A 7’ fence with 3 strands of barbed wire for a total fence height of 8’.
 Decommissioning Bond as set by the County Commissioners.

ITEM #2: LYRA COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN, EDINA, MN, (APPLICANT): LARRY 
& SOLVEIG THEIS, SHAKOPEE, MN, (OWNER):  Request that the County grant a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow the applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden in a Special Protection  “SP” District, on a 
Natural Environment “NE” lake, Querum’s Slough.  Property is located in the SW 1/4 SW 1/4, Section 10, 
Waterville Township.

Based on the information submitted by the applicant, as required by the Le Sueur County Zoning 
Ordinance, the Planning Commission developed the following findings for this request:  

Therefore, the Planning Commission recommends approval of the application with the following condition:

 Decommissioning Bond as set by the County Commissioners.

ACTION: ITEM #1:___________________________

ITEM #2:___________________________

DATE:_______________________________________________

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S SIGNATURE:______________________________

1

Le Sueur County Board Meeting - 6/28/2016 Page 17 / 66



FINDINGS OF FACT

WHEREAS, SOCORE RED MAPLE LLC, CHICAGO, IL, (APPLICANT); KATHLEEN 
REGENSCHEID REVOCABLE TRUST, (OWNER):  has applied for a Conditional Use Permit  to 
allow the applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden in the Conservancy “C” and Agriculture “A” Districts 
and the Special Protection “SP” District, on an unnamed stream. Property is located in the NW 1/4 SE 1/4, 
Section 24, Kasota Township.  

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission held on public hearing on  June 9, 
2016,  in order to hear public testimony from the applicants as well as interested parties pertaining to and as 
provided by the Zoning Ordinance of Le Sueur County.

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission, acting as an advisory board to the Le 
Sueur County Board of Commissioners recommends approval of the application due to the following 
findings:

1. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the conditional use will not be 
injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the 
purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property values 
within the immediate vicinity.  Agreed.

2. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the establishment of the 
conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area. Agreed.

3. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate utilities, access roads, 
drainage, and other facilities are being provided. Agreed.

4. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be taken 
to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the proposed use.  
Agreed.

5. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be taken 
to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise, and vibration, so that none of 
these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights in such a 
manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. Agreed.

6. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the Conditional Use Permit 
consistent with and supported by the statement of purposes, policies, goals, and 
objectives in the Ordinance?  Agreed (5-3)

7. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 
Disagree, as renewable energy is not addressed in the 2009 Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan.

WHEREAS, On June 28, 2016, at their regularly scheduled meeting, the Le Sueur County Board of 
Commissioners APPROVED/DENIED the Conditional Use Permit application as requested by SOCORE 
RED MAPLE LLC, CHICAGO, IL, (APPLICANT); KATHLEEN REGENSCHEID REVOCABLE TRUST, 
(OWNER).

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the following Findings of Fact were adopted at the 
June 28, 2016, Le Sueur County Board meeting in order to protect the public health, safety, and general 
welfare of the citizens of Le Sueur County.

1. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the conditional use will not 
be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for 
the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property 

2
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values within the immediate vicinity.  

2. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the establishment of the 
conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and 
improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area. 

3. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate utilities, access 
roads, drainage, and other facilities are being provided. 

4. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be 
taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the proposed 
use.

5. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be 
taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise, and vibration, so that 
none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights 
in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. 

6. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the Conditional Use Permit 
consistent with and supported by the statement of purposes, policies, goals, and 
objectives in the Ordinance?  

7. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners that based on the 
above Findings of Fact, a Conditional Use Permit to allow the applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden 
in the Conservancy “C” and Agriculture “A” Districts and the Special Protection “SP” District, on an 
unnamed stream. Property is located in the NW 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 24, Kasota Township, is 
APPROVED/DENIED.

ATTEST:

John King, Chairman, Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners.

Darrell Pettis, Le Sueur County Administrator

DATE:_____________________________

3
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FINDINGS OF FACT

WHEREAS,  LYRA COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN, EDINA, MN, (APPLICANT); LARRY & 
SOLVEIG THEIS, SHAKOPEE, MN, (OWNER): has applied for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the 
applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden in a Special Protection  “SP” District, on a Natural 
Environment “NE” lake, Querum’s Slough.  Property is located in the SW 1/4 SW 1/4, Section 10, 
Waterville Township.
            
WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission held on public hearing on  June 9, 
2016, in order to hear public testimony from the applicants as well as interested parties pertaining to and as 
provided by the Zoning Ordinance of Le Sueur County.

WHEREAS, the Le Sueur County Planning and Zoning Commission, acting as an advisory board to the Le 
Sueur County Board of Commissioners recommends approval of the application due to the following 
findings:

1. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the conditional use will not 
be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the 
purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property values 
within the immediate vicinity.  Agreed.

2. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the establishment of the 
conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area. Agreed.

3. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate utilities, access 
roads, drainage, and other facilities are being provided. Agreed.

4. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be 
taken to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the proposed use.  
Agreed.

5. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be 
taken to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise, and vibration, so that 
none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights in 
such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. Agreed.

6. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the Conditional Use Permit 
consistent with and supported by the statement of purposes, policies, goals, and 
objectives in the Ordinance?  Agreed (7-1)

7. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 
Disagree,(5-3) as renewable energy is not addressed in the 2009 Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan.

WHEREAS, On  June 28,2016 at their regularly scheduled meeting, the Le Sueur County Board of 
Commissioners APPROVED/DENIED the Conditional Use Permit application as requested by ,  LYRA 
COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN, EDINA, MN, (APPLICANT); LARRY & SOLVEIG THEIS, 
SHAKOPEE, MN, (OWNER).

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the following Findings of Fact were adopted at the 
June 28, 2016, Le Sueur County Board meeting in order to protect the public health, safety, and general 
welfare of the citizens of Le Sueur County.

1. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the conditional use will not be 
injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the 
purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminishes and impairs property values 
within the immediate vicinity.  

4

Le Sueur County Board Meeting - 6/28/2016 Page 20 / 66



2. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the establishment of the 
conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding vacant property for uses predominant in the area. 

3. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate utilities, access roads, 
drainage, and other facilities are being provided. 

4. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be taken 
to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space to serve the proposed use.

5. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, adequate measures will be taken 
to prevent and control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise, and vibration, so that none of 
these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other lights in such a 
manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result. 

6. With the imposition of appropriate conditions as stated, the Conditional Use Permit 
consistent with and supported by the statement of purposes, policies, goals, and 
objectives in the Ordinance?  

7. Is the Conditional Use Permit consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan? 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners that based on the 
above Findings of Fact, a Conditional Use Permit to allow the applicant to construct a 3 MW solar garden 
in a Special Protection  “SP” District, on a Natural Environment “NE” lake, Querum’s Slough.  Property is 
located in the SW 1/4 SW 1/4, Section 10, Waterville Township, is APPROVED/DENIED.

ATTEST:

John King, Chairman, Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners.

Darrell Pettis, Le Sueur County Administrator

DATE:_____________________________

5
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RESOLUTION OPTING-OUT OF
THE REQUIREMENTS OF

MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 394.307

WHEREAS, on May 12, 2016, the Governor of Minnesota signed into law Chapter 111 of the 89th 
Legislature of the State of Minnesota establishing definitions and requirements for Temporary Family 
Health Care Dwellings, which was introduced during the 2016 legislature session as Senate File 2555 and 
House File 2497; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 111 amends Minnesota Statute § 394 which regulates county permitting and zoning 
processes by establishing new rules for the placement of Temporary Family Health Care Dwellings on 
residential property; and

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Association of County Planning and Zoning Administrators, the professional 
association for county planning and zoning staff in Minnesota, supports the concept of Temporary Family 
Health Care Dwellings; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 111 erodes local control of the permitting process; limiting a county’s ability to 
foster and guide development, and placing undue burden on county staff to forego standard permitting 
practices; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners to protect the public health, 
safety, and general welfare of County residents and the environment of the County; and

WHEREAS, subdivision 9 of Minnesota Statute § 394.307 allows a county to “opt-out” of the 
regulations through the passage of a county board resolution; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, Le Sueur County elects to regulate Temporary Family Health Care Dwellings 
through already existing permitting standards of the Le Sueur County Zoning Ordinance; and

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to authority granted by Minnesota Statutes, Section 394.307, Subdivision 
9, the County of Le Sueur opts-out of the requirements of Minnesota Statute 394.307, which defines and 
regulates Temporary Family Health Care Dwellings.

ADOPTED this ____________ day of _______________,2016, by the County Board of Commissioners 
of the County of _______________________________.

County of Le Sueur
By:___________________________

            John King, Chairman
      Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners

ATTEST:

Darrell Pettis, Le Sueur County Administrator
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 5

9:50 a.m. Human Resources (10 min)

Staff Contact: 
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Equal Opportunity Employer

HUMAN RESOURCES
AGENDA ITEMS
June 28, 2016

Recommendation to post the reclassification announcement for the full time Assistant 
Planning and Zoning in Environmental, Planning and Zoning, as a Grade 11, Step 1 at $23.42 
per hour.  This position was reclassified through the Springsted SAFE Evaluation Program.  The 
position was a Grade 10.  It has been past practice that all positions that have been reclassified 
are posted internally.

Recommendation to place the County Attorney’s clerical staff on the Le Sueur County’s 
vacation and sick leave schedule; to accrue vacation and sick leave as outlined in the Personnel 
Policy Manual; enter the current vacation and sick leave balances, submitted by the County 
Attorney, into the Le Sueur County’s payroll system and require the clerical staff to submit an 
electronic timecard each pay period.    

88 SOUTH PARK AVENUE  LE CENTER, MINNESOTA 56057
Telephone: 507-357-8517  Fax: 507-357-8607

Cindy Westerhouse – Human Resources Director

Human Resources
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 6

10:00 a.m. Reconvene Board of Equalization (15 min)

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 7

10:15 a.m. Ditches Public Hearing (30 min)

RE: CD # 6, 29, 31, 42, 58, 59, and 64                         

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 8

10:45 a.m. Ann Traxler, Tammy Stewig and Pam Voit (15 min)

RE: Socorro, New Mexico Trip  Powerpoint

Staff Contact: 
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 9

11:00 a.m. Darrell Pettis, County Administrator/Engineer

RE: CR 118, TH 19 Lighting Agreement

RE: County Road 29

RE: Repair Le Center Cold Storage Building

RE: Waterville Shop Final Payment

RE: West Jefferson Facility Plan Preliminary Approval

RE: CD #63 and #19 discussion

RE: Budget direction discussion

RE: Le Sueur Shop

RE: Storm damage

Staff Contact: 
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To whom it may concern,

   I moved my family to 131 Windcrest St SW in Lanesburgh Township approximately 4.5 years ago and 
we are very happy there but we have some concerns in the wake of Joe Tikalsky’s tragic pedestrian 
death last October. The intersection of 1st Ave and County Rd 29 has some dangers for pedestrians and 
bicycle riders because of the high speeds of the automobiles traveling east and west on County Rd 29. 
There is a lot of biking and pedestrian traffic traveling north and south at this intersection because of 
the close proximity of downtown New Prague from our neighborhood that lies just south of County Rd 
29. I have a 16 year old daughter with Cerebral Palsy and she is considered to be a high functioning 
special needs child but she has some limitations. My daughter’s name is Eva Johnson and she has a real 
hunger for independence and part of her needs and wants is to cross County Rd 29 into New Prague 
along 1st Ave. This summer Eva begun working in town for the school district and she also loves to ride 
her bicycle to the municipal pool in town, both of these locations require her to cross County Rd 29 
along 1st Ave.  I can tell Eva that she can’t cross the road because of the dangers but it’s like taking a 
little bit of life away from her, I also want her to have some independence and young adult 
responsibilities. The traffic coming from the east can be especially dangerous for her because of the high 
speeds and the hill that hides traffic until it is within about 100-150 yards of 1st Ave.

    I would like to find a way to get the traffic to slow down at this location and to make it more 
pedestrian friendly.

Suggestions:

1) A four way stop sign and a painted pedestrian walkway.
2) A 2 way flashing yellow light with a painted pedestrian walkway.
3) A roundabout with a painted pedestrian walkway.
4) Stop lights with a painted pedestrian walkway.
5) A pedestrian bridge that does not restrict east/west traffic.

I realize that there are some costs involved with making changes here and I am not aiming to be 
unreasonable, I just want to avoid another tragedy at this location and to protect our youth and kids 
with special needs like my daughter Eva while not having to restrict them to staying on the south side of 
County Rd 29.

Thank you!

Jeff Johnson

131 Windcrest St SW

New Prague, Mn 56071
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 10

Future Meetings

Staff Contact: 
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Future Meetings June – August 2016

June 28, 2016 Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
                                          *10:00 a.m. Reconvene Board of Appeal and Equalization
                                          *10:15 a.m. County Ditches Public Hearing
                                             #6, 29, 31, 42, 58, 59 and 64 
                                           *11:00 a.m. Space Study Workshop

July 4, 2016 Offices Closed – Independence Day

July 5, 2016 Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
                                             *4H Building Workshop, 10:00 a.m.

*CHB Meeting, 1:00 p.m. Waterville Senior Center

July 12, 2016 No Board Meeting

July 14, 2016 P&Z Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Environmental Services Building

July 19, 2016 Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

July 21, 2016 Board of Adjustment Meeting, 3:00 p.m.
Environmental Services Building

July 26, 2016 Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
                                              *CD #52 Redetermination Informational Public Hearing

*1:30 p.m. Meeting with Rice County Board, LSC 
Commissioner’s Room (CD #38)

August 2, 2016 Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

August 9, 2016 No Board Meeting
*Employee Appreciation Lunch, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Courthouse Park 

August 11, 2016 P&Z Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Environmental Services Building
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August 16, 2016 Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

August 18, 2016 Board of Adjustment Meeting, 3:00 p.m.
Environmental Services Building

August 22, 2016 Budgets  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

August 23, 2016 Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
*Budgets 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m

August 30, 2016 No Board Meeting
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Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 11

11:00 a.m. Space Study Workshop

Staff Contact: 
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