
Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 9

11:00 a.m. Darrell Pettis, County Administrator/Engineer

RE: CR 118, TH 19 Lighting Agreement

RE: County Road 29

RE: Repair Le Center Cold Storage Building

RE: Waterville Shop Final Payment

RE: West Jefferson Facility Plan Preliminary Approval

RE: CD #63 and #19 discussion

RE: Budget direction discussion

RE: Le Sueur Shop

RE: Storm damage

Staff Contact: 
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To whom it may concern,

   I moved my family to 131 Windcrest St SW in Lanesburgh Township approximately 4.5 years ago and 
we are very happy there but we have some concerns in the wake of Joe Tikalsky’s tragic pedestrian 
death last October. The intersection of 1st Ave and County Rd 29 has some dangers for pedestrians and 
bicycle riders because of the high speeds of the automobiles traveling east and west on County Rd 29. 
There is a lot of biking and pedestrian traffic traveling north and south at this intersection because of 
the close proximity of downtown New Prague from our neighborhood that lies just south of County Rd 
29. I have a 16 year old daughter with Cerebral Palsy and she is considered to be a high functioning 
special needs child but she has some limitations. My daughter’s name is Eva Johnson and she has a real 
hunger for independence and part of her needs and wants is to cross County Rd 29 into New Prague 
along 1st Ave. This summer Eva begun working in town for the school district and she also loves to ride 
her bicycle to the municipal pool in town, both of these locations require her to cross County Rd 29 
along 1st Ave.  I can tell Eva that she can’t cross the road because of the dangers but it’s like taking a 
little bit of life away from her, I also want her to have some independence and young adult 
responsibilities. The traffic coming from the east can be especially dangerous for her because of the high 
speeds and the hill that hides traffic until it is within about 100-150 yards of 1st Ave.

    I would like to find a way to get the traffic to slow down at this location and to make it more 
pedestrian friendly.

Suggestions:

1) A four way stop sign and a painted pedestrian walkway.
2) A 2 way flashing yellow light with a painted pedestrian walkway.
3) A roundabout with a painted pedestrian walkway.
4) Stop lights with a painted pedestrian walkway.
5) A pedestrian bridge that does not restrict east/west traffic.

I realize that there are some costs involved with making changes here and I am not aiming to be 
unreasonable, I just want to avoid another tragedy at this location and to protect our youth and kids 
with special needs like my daughter Eva while not having to restrict them to staying on the south side of 
County Rd 29.

Thank you!

Jeff Johnson

131 Windcrest St SW

New Prague, Mn 56071
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