
Le Sueur County, MN
Tuesday, May 17, 2016

Board Meeting

Item 6

10:45 a.m. Kathy Brockway,  Environmental & PZ Director (20 min)

FRST -Professional Contract

Staff Contact: Kathy Brockway - Environmental and P & Z Director

Le Sueur County Board Meeting - 5/17/2016 Page 1 / 14



  Environmental Services
Mailing Address:   88 South Park Ave, Le Center MN 56057

Physical Address:   515 South Maple Ave, Le Center MN 56057
(507) 357-8538

An increase in the rate of growth in Le Sueur County has resulted in development around many of the 
County’s cities and lakeshore areas. With development comes the need for proactive management of new 
SSTS and compliance of existing systems. Identifying wastewater treatment as a priority in the draft 
water plan is considered a vital component for supporting existing state and local requirements, as well as 
to focus attention on strengthening and improving the SSTS program.

As development progresses, some of the small, seasonal cabins have been enlarged and converted to 
large, year round homes. With small lake lot sizes, sewage treatment options include advanced treatment 
systems, cluster systems, holding tanks, and piping waste to municipality wastewater treatment plants. It 
has been requested of the County to investigate and address the compliance status in and around county 
lake communities.

German-Jefferson Subordinate Service District completed a Septic Inventory Project.  As a result of the 
inventory, all systems within the District must be in compliance by December 31, 2017 and remain in 
continuous compliance. 

In 2014, Le Sueur County submitted a Clean Water Fund Application in order to do a septic inventory on 
lakes Francis, Rays, Sakatah, and Tetonka (FRST).  The County was awarded $332,800.00 from the 
Board of Water and Soil Resources for the inventory.  The grant was executed on May 6, 2015 and will 
end on December 31, 2018; therefore, it is necessary to start the inventory process.

This will be a voluntary inventory as the County Ordinance is not set up for mandatory inspections.  Per 
the newly submitted revised County Water Plan, FRST was listed as the next priority after the German-
Jefferson inventory.  The inventory will be a tool to determine a path to bringing systems within Le Sueur 
County into compliance.

The county created an interim ordinance that gave five years to update systems (imminent health threats 
had to be addressed within 10 months).  This is to give the residents time to find solutions, funding etc. in 
order to bring their systems into compliance. 

In the past, Le Sueur County contracted with Wenck Associates to complete the project for the German-
Jefferson Sewer District; therefore, we are recommending that Le Sueur County again enter into a 
contract with Wenck Associates to perform the services as outlined in the attached Professional Services 
Subcontract Agreement.
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