
City of Seward, NE
Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Regular Session

Item G6

CONSIDERATION OF SEWARD FOUNDATION 
APPLICATION - Clark Kolterman
Request for Seward Foundation to sponsor Chautauqua 2017

Request for Seward Foundation to provide $1,000 to assist with Seward's Sesquicentennial celebration

Administrative Report: The agenda request forms are attached. The application for the Chautauqua 
will be provided in a separate email and added to the packet prior to the meeting.

Staff Contact: 
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>From: Clark A. Kolterman <clark.kolterman@sewardschools.org> 
 
 Subject: Grant Request Form 
 
Phone: 402-643-6138 
 
Address: 660 East Pinewood Avenue 
 
Project Name: Chautauqua 2017 
 
Will be submitted to: City Council 
 
Description of Project:  
We again request the Seward Foundation be the major sponsor for the Nebraska Chautauqua in 2017. 
The Seward Foundation underwrote the sponsorship in 1996 ($4000) and 2000 ($7000) and we hope to 
bring the Chautauqua back in 2017 ($5000)-as an official S150 event for Seward.  The theme salutes 
World War I and with the new Nebraska National Guard Museum open, we felt the timing was right and 
would make a perfect addition for our Nebraska, County and City of Seward's Sesquicentennials! 
 
Additional Information: Seward has hosted many Chautauqua's in it's 150 years and has a rich history 
with Chautauqua's.  Seward enjoyed hosting two very successful Chautauqua's in recent years-1996 and 
2000.  This would be one similar to the format of the previous ones, however we would locate it behind 
the new Nebraska National Guard Museum.  Our target market includes all ages of the community, as it 
did in the past-involving children with a host of educational activities and exhibits, speakers and 
programs to tie in with the activities of the evening speakers and themes. 
 
We again would incorporate the large tent with the evening shows, however also have the new 
Nebraska National Guard museum faciltiy and the Seward Civic Center for resource space, along with 
the beautiful new Seward Memorial Library.  
 
Interestingly, the Chautauqua would be on the location originally known as Chautauqua Park and the 
last Chautauqua's that played in Seward were the Red Path Chautauqua's involving local talent-two 
Seward boys of the past-Dave Koch -"Mr. Magic" and Buddy Imig and his Troop of Talent!'" 
 
The week long event would feature a variety of exhibits and happenings throughout the week-offering 
programs and activities for all ages, culminating each evening with a program featuring local talent in 
the "Pre-Show" and one of the featured speakers from the Humanities under the theme of the era of 
World War I.  The featured speakers include actors portraying William Jennings Bryan,  Woodrow 
Wilson, Edith Wharton, W E B Du Bois and Jane Addams.  We would make this a City wide effort, 
involving the youth/children in the community, seniors and citizens of all ages. We would incorporate a 
host of activities to promote the event and try 
and reach all segments of the community-offering events at all times of the day! 
 
Financial Information:  
We would base the financials on the success of the last two, and thus request sponsorship of the 
program from the Seward Foundation, along with support of the local businesses and civic groups with 
specific sponsorship's of various programs.  The Seward Arts Council, a local 501 c 3 organization, has 
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already agreed to handle all the funds and donations-serving as the event's fiscal officer. We estimate 
the cost of this project at $10,000. 
 
Total Project Cost: $10,000 
 
Operating Budget 
 
Who will continue to fund and maintain this program on an on-going basis?:  
Chautuaqua -Seward 2017 
Expenses: 
Sponsorship fee                  $5000 
Advertising                           $1000 
Lodging                                 $1000 
Transportation                     $1000 
Site Expenses                       $1000 
Miscellaneous                      $1000 
       Total   Expenses                               $10,000 
 Income: 
Sponsorship Fee:                   $5000 
Corporate Donations            $3000 
Seward Arts Council              $1000 
Seward Co. Vis. Comm          $1000 
         Total Income                                   $10,000 
  
Note: in the past some expenses and income were generated from "In-kind" gifts. 
  
Describe how the budget figures were arrived at? 
 Based on the previous two local Seward Chautauqua's! 
  
Will this grant be sufficient to start/continue this program/project? 
If approved, the Seward Foundation will be the Major Corporate   Sponsor, as in the past! 
  
Are you submitting this request elsewhere for funding considerations? If so, to whom and for how 
much?  
Funds from the Nebraska Arts Council and various corporate sponsorship's too.  In the past both the 
Omaha World Herald was a sponsor, along with Hughes Brothers. 
  
Has this request been made elsewhere and turn down? If so, why? 
No 
  
After grant monies from the Seward Foundation, Inc. has been expended what plans are being made to 
ensure the ongoing operation of the project/program? 
 
This is a once in a decade (or so) project. (It takes that long to forget how much work is involved!)  
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Other Information 
  
Is this project application related to a new or on-going program? 
This project ties in perfectly with the new Nebraska National Guard museum and our City of Seward, 
Seward County and Nebraska's Sesquicentennials. 
  
Who was involved in the development and planning of this program/project? 
The Seward Arts Council, the Seward Sesquicentennial Committee and the Nebraska National Guard 
Museum administration. 
  
Will this program/project be evaluated regularly and if so by whom? 
It will probably be evaluated by the people that attend. The last two we sponsored both broke 
attendance records and created great memories.  
  
Is the project/program ready to begin immediately? If not, what is the target date for completion and/or 
readiness? 
What we need now is to have a letter of sponsorship (confirmation letter) from the Seward Foundation 
to guarantee that they would be the main sponsor for the Chautauqua.  Then we can proceed with the 
application.  The Humanities Nebraska selects two communities to host the event each year and they 
cannot be major communities in size such as Lincoln or Omaha.  We feel that because we are hosting 
our own Sesquicentennial and our proximity to Lincoln, we should have a great chance at hosting the 
event.  This year they are in Hastings and North Platte. 
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