
City of Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Tuesday, January 20, 2015

Regular Meeting

Item Public Inp3

Council to receive the Annual Report for the Riverside Discovery 
Center.

Staff Contact: Anne James, RDC Executive Director
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Riverside Discovery Center 

Year End Report 2014 

Scottsbluff City Council, 

2014 proved to be a great year for the Riverside Discovery Center: increased revenues, 
attendance and memberships were seen as a result of the first major construction at the 
zoo since 1993. The number of our volunteers increased as well as in-kind donations from 
generous businesses to help with the construction. 
 
Mission / Vision 
Vision: To be a premier center for tourists and families, providing an attractive and safe 
destination for great experiences, discovery and quality education. 
 
Mission: To inspire a sense of awe and stewardship for the natural world by supporting 
conservation, education, discovery and recreation.  

Attendance 35,717 (increase of 2,800 from 2013.)  Plus another 6,792 people 

educated off-grounds =  total impact of 42,509 

 
AZA Accreditation 
The RDC ‘s AZA accreditation is good through September 2016. 

 

Board of Directors 
Board officers are Martin Mickey, President; Adam Hoesing, President Elect; Danyel Rein 
Secretary; and Troy Hilyard, Treasurer. Ray Gonzales graciously volunteered to fulfill the City 
of Scottsbluff representative role. We look forward to working with Ray. Board members 
include Darlene Kovarik, Kerri Schnase-Berge, Lisa Mohr, Pam O’Neal, Jill Pleick, Sandy 
Schon, and Lorrell Walter. They are all excellent Board members who assist the RDC in so 
many ways. We thank them all for their dedication. Some additional board members will be 
voted in during January 2015. 
 
Staff 
Executive Director, Anne James; Zoo Director, Peter Halliday; Education Curator, Kim 
Miedema; Zookeepers Laurel Hauf, Nicole Gatz, Adrianne Leopard, Tori Reynolds, and part-
time zookeepers Michael Gillen, Bo McVay & Frankie Ayala; full-time maintenance Danny 
Lara and part-time Alice Lara; part-time gift shop attendants, Valencia Lara & Kimber 
Duncan.  
 
Animal Collection 
RDC’s animal collection contains 175 animals. These animals are either exhibited or used for 
educational programs. Our focus on exhibiting animals is to provide short-grass prairie 
exhibits from our region to provide a sense-of-place as well as to exhibit animals from 
around the world to demonstrate the variety of the wide world of the animal kingdom. All 
of our exhibits are currently full, with the newest addition an American Bald eagle, who just 
arrived from KS. We did lose our new zebra colt to a very unfortunate accident this year.  
 
Education animals include box turtles, Blue & gold macaw,  domestic ferrets, various snakes, 
hedgehog, chinchillas, leopard geckos, bearded dragons, Greek tortoise, tiger salamander, 
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tarantulas & Madagascar hissing cockroaches (25 total). They made 130 educational 
appearances during 2014 to provide hands-on a connections with nature.  
 
Education 

 During 2014 we educated 13,862 (An increase of 1,675 over 2013.) RDC is the largest 
non-formal educator in the area with a range of impact area of a 241 mile radius.  

 ESU 13 student events: Trip Through Time (kindergarten, Legacy of the Plains), 
Water Wonders (5th grade, YMCA Trails West Camp), Zoo Quest (2nd grade at RDC), 
and Let’s Rock (6th-8th at Scotts Bluff Nat’l Monument) 

 Senior living center animal presentations 

 Summer school presentations 

 Zookeeper talks in the zoo throughout the summer 

 Zoofari summer youth (ages 13-16) program  

 Monthly school assemblies at Lincoln Elementary 

 Environ-Art programs to several area schools (USFWS Jr. Duck Stamp Program, 3rd  
grade - HS) 

 School programs: WY & ESU #13 schools (pre-K – HS) 

 Pre-K programs: Head Start, Lil Explorers, various preschools 

 Civic presentations: Community Day Monument Mall, Scottsbluff Farmer’s Market, 
Camp Scott, National Night Out, United Way Duck Race, Legacy of the Plains Trees 
Along the Trail (President’s Choice Award), Oregon Trail Days parade (3rd place prize) 
and Rotary Gold among others 

 Adopt a School partner: SHS  

 Scottsbluff, & LaGrange summer library programs 

 Migrant families English as a Second Language programs 

 YMCA summer camp programs 

 NE Game & Parks Commission Outdoor Discovery Days 

 Scout group and church programs 

 Geography Day, Sioux County Schools 

 123 on-site education programs, 73 off-site. Ranging from McCook, NE – Douglas, 
WY 

 Docent (educational volunteers) trainings 

 Petting zoo monitors allowed the public to have contact with our petting zoo 
animals 

Capital Construction/Improvements 

 2014 saw many changes for the Riverside Discovery Center. An entirely new 
pathway through the grounds was opened up by reconfiguring and replacing many 
sidewalks which provided a circular route through the zoo, instead of having to 
backtrack as you left. Having a circular path through the zoo has been a goal of the 
facility for nearly 25 years and it was finally accomplished. 

 New construction added a Heritage Barn, which includes a petting zoo, heritage 
breed animals & a taxidermy mount room dedicated to the wild livestock from 
which modern day agricultural animals derived. This barn was constructed from 
capital funds on hand and in-kind donations from contractors. New heritage breed 
animals included 2 Scottish Highland cattle, 2 Karakul sheep (the oldest 
domesticated breed of sheep), and 5 goats of various breeds. Our other petting zoo 
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animals (2 miniature donkeys, Vietnamese Pot-bellied pig & a llama) also moved to 
the new barn. The petting zoo was a very popular spot for animal interaction last 
summer! 

 We also refurbished many of our playground pieces through the generosity of 
several auto painting companies. We moved the entire playground next to the 
Heritage Barn and Legacy of the Plains donated an historic tractor for children to 
climb on. The playground was very busy with little children this year. The RDC was a 
recipient of Rotary International funds which paid for a new interactive water 
feature in the playground. Lots of fun was had there. 

 Mid-summer the stage was dedicated at our annual Zoobilee fundraiser. The stage 
will be very useful for Zoobilee bands, education, and other special events 
throughout the years to come. 

 A tree trimming program was initiated in 2014. Tree Monkeys donated several days 
of trimming as in-kind services. Three areas of the zoo were trimmed & dead trees 
removed. New trees will be planted at the Heritage barn in the spring and other 
areas throughout the zoo will be targeted for tree maintenance. 

 NPPD brought their bucket truck in to remove the deteriorating net over the former 
aviary. This exhibit will have invasive species removed & be re-planted with native 
species in 2015. 

Conservation 
This summer we received 2 new male Waldrap Ibis with breeding recommendations from 
the AZA Species Survival Program (SSP). As the youngsters mature, we hope to have births 
of these rare birds. The RDC exhibits 17 species of SSP animals and teaches about the 
reasons their homes are disappearing and why the sustainability of the animal populations 
are of concern: Amur tigers, lions, Reeve’s Muntjac, chimpanzees, Colobus & spider 
monkeys, African porcupines, Swift fox (endangered in NE), Golden-headed lion tamarins, 
Waldrap Ibis, Meerkats, addax, waterbuck, bobcat, 2-toed Linneas’ sloth, plains zebra, and 
bobcat. 
 
Special Events 

 Zoobilee 

 Zoo Carnival 

 Earth Day/Party for the Planet 

 Holiday at the Zoo 

 Spooktacular 

 Birthday parties (6) 

 Wedding 

 Valentine’s Day Event & Adopt a Cockroach 

 Oregon Trail Days parade 

 Various scavenger hunts throughout the zoo 

 Jingle Paws enrichment drive 

 Breakfast with the Beasts (members event) 

 Lunch With the Lions 

 Cocktails With the Chimps 

 Tea With the Tigers 

 Rotary Gold recipient 
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 Teddy Bear Clinic (WNCC Nursing Program students) 

 Breakfast with the Easter Bunny (McDonald’s Restaurant) 

Volunteers 

 Docents: we currently have 13 active docents who assist with animal presentations 
during programs or special events at the zoo. They are a very integral part of our 
education department and contributed 625 hours of service. New docent training 
will took place in 2014 and added 9 new docents to assist with education. 

 Zoofari: During 2014, the Zoofari youth volunteer program had 12 youth ages 13-17 
yrs. participating.  They went through rigorous training and assisted the zoo by 
monitoring the petting zoo, assisting with special events and conducted educational 
stations throughout the zoo during the summer.  

 Petting Zoo monitors: 12 youth and adults assisting with monitoring the petting zoo 
(a USDA requirement for any animal contact area). They donated 252 hours. 

 Special events: We have over 500 volunteers who assist with many of our special 
events and are crucial in providing those events. They do things from carving 
pumpkins, filling Spooktacular treat cups, helping to set up for events, and clean up. 
We couldn’t do what we do for the public to enjoy without these very dedicated 
people.  

 Six Mormon elders contributed countless hours assisting the zookeepers throughout 
the year 

 Community Service: Several people do their hours of community service at the RDC. 
The Scotts Bluff County jail inmates also do grounds work on occasion. 

 Adopt-A-Spot: 22 civic groups, families, or individuals care for garden spots 
throughout the zoo grounds. Their hard work makes the zoo a lovelier spot to visit 
and we greatly appreciate all of their gardening work. 

 Outgoing Board President, Tony Kaufman, received the Volunteer of the Year award 
for his extensive work with the new construction and his great vision for the RDC 
during our formative first 4 years. 

Finances 

 City of Scottsbluff provides financial support for the RDC through a 10-year inter-local 
agreement signed in 2009. Their annual support helps us fulfill our mission of providing 
a great place for the community to enjoy, encourage tourism, and our main purposes: 
education and conservation. This provides a very important ½ of our operational 
revenue. 

 Sustaining Partners: The RDC currently has 50 Sustaining Partners who sign 5 year 
pledges to provide financial support for the facility 

 Donations: Throughout the year we receive memorial contributions, financial 
contributions, and in-kind contributions from many sources. They all help to provide 
operational assistance. 

 Multiple special event sponsors help to defray expenses for those events 

 Memberships: 349: 310 family memberships ($65@), 32 Supporting memberships 
($150@), 6 Contributor memberships ($250@), and 1 Benefactor ($500). In October we 
offered Breakfast With the Beasts event for members that featured popular targeted 
animal enrichment encounters. The RDC provided 8 free family memberships for local 
civic organizations for their fund raisers. 
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Wildlife World Natural History Museum 
Since the sale of excess mounts in 2013, the, museum has been closed to the public. 
Approximately 30 wall mounted animals from this collection are now on display in the new 
Heritage Barn.  
 
What’s Coming Next? 

 A capital campaign will be undertaken by the Board to finance the new entrance 
building construction 

 Dinosaurs will make their first ever appearance in Scotts Bluff County with the new 
Dino Dig at RDC. WNCC instructor, Lorin King, has generously been assisting with 
fossil replica acquisitions for the Dino Dig. This will be as very exciting hands-on 
interactive discovery attraction for all children and it guaranteed to be wildly 
popular. 

 In 2015 RDC will target tourists more to increase tourism dollars and economic 
development of the area in conjunction with the Regional Economic Development 
Plan.  

 
We would like to offer a big thank you to the Scottsbluff City Council for their continued 
support of the Riverside Discovery Center as a major tourist attraction and leading 
education facility for the region. 
 
Anne James, 
Executive Director         January 2015 
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