
City of Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Monday, June 9, 2014

Regular Meeting

Item NewBiz3

Ordinance Text Change
Ordinance Text Change: GGO Zone

Appllicant(s): n/a

Owner(s): n/a

Location: City corridors

Staff Contact: Annie Folck
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Request, Page 1

SCOTTSBLUFF CITY 
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

To:  Planning Commission
From: Development Services Department
Date: June 9, 2014
Subject: Proposed Ordinance Text Changes to Gateway 

Greenway Overlay zone (25-3-22.1)

Procedure
1. Open Public Hearing
2. Overview of petition by city staff
3. Presentation by applicant
4. Solicitation of public comments
5. Questions from the Planning Commission
6. Close the Public Hearing
7. Render a decision (recommendation to the City Council)
8. Public Process:  City Council determine final approval

Public Notice:  This item was noticed in the paper 

Background

City Staff has been reviewing the Gateway Greenway Overlay zoning district.  A few things 
looked at were changes in language regarding signage regulations for commercial development 
in the GGO area and the requirements for trees and grouping of plants/trees in the district.  Annie 
Folck has met with legal on the proposed changes and a draft ordinance is attached for your 
review.  

RECOMMENDATION  

Approve
Make the motion to give a POSITIVE recommendation for the requested zone text change of Gateway 
Greenway Overlay Zone, code section 25-3-22.1 to the City Council subject to the following condition(s):

Deny
Make the motion to give a NEGATIVE recommendation for the requested zone text change of the 
Gateway Greenway Overlay Zone, code section 25-3-22.1 to the City Council for the following reason(s):

Table
Make the motion to TABLE the request for zone text change of the Gateway Greenway Overlay Zone, 
code section 25-3-22.1 for the following reason(s):
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Gateway Greenway additions and suggestions

Ordinance 25-3-22.1

Sections to amend:
D. Parking Lot Design

-Reference our requirement in landscaping ordinance of interior landscaped area equal to no 
less than five percent of the total paving area
-Require each island to have a minimum of 100 square feet of open ground and at least 300 
cubic feet of good soil rooting volume per tree.
-Landscaped islands shall be evenly distributed to the maximum extent feasible
-One half of all required islands must include a large canopy tree

E.4.b
-10’ landscape strip is currently required- change to minimum of 10’ landscape strip required
-Shade trees to be planted at a rate of one per 40’ of linear frontage or evergreen trees at a rate 
of one per 20’ of linear frontage rather than requiring that they be spaced exactly 40’ or 20’ 
apart.  Trees may be spaced irregularly in informal groupings or be uniformly spaced, as 
consistent with larger overall planting patterns and organization.  Trees shall be spaced a 
minimum of 15’ apart for large shade trees and evergreens, and a minimum of 10’ apart for 
small ornamentals (list is provided).  Groupings of trees may be no more than 150’ apart.
-Currently requires intermittent hedge not less than 4’ in height- change to reference screening 
requirements in landscaping ordinance- 25-22-7 and 25-22-8
-Add requirement: The space between the trees should be planted and maintained to aid the 
health/growth of the trees. Thus there must be a maintained, non-turfgrass landscape bed 
under and around the trees, to be a minimum of 40 sq ft per large canopy tree or evergreen and 
30 sq.ft per small/medium tree. The landscape zone must be planted to appropriate and 
compatible shrubs or herbaceous grasses/perennials to cover at least 50% of the bed. The 
remainder may be mulch.  Organic mulch should be used if possible.

Sections to add:
Water conservation
To the extent reasonably feasible, all landscape plans shall be designed to incorporate water 
conservation materials and techniques in order to comply with each of the Xeriscape landscaping 
principles listed below. Xeriscape landscaping principles do not include or allow artificial turf or plants, 
mulched (including gravel) beds or areas without landscape plant material, paving of areas not required 
for walkways, plazas or parking lots, bare ground, weed covered or infested surfaces or any landscaping 
that does not comply with the standards of this section.

(a) Xeriscape landscaping principles are as follows:
1. Design. Identify zones of different water requirements and group plants together that have similar 
water needs;
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2. Appropriate Use of Turf. Limit high-irrigation turf and plantings to appropriate high-use areas with 
high visibility and functional needs;
3. Low-Water-Using Plants. Choose low-water-demanding plants and turf where practicable;
4. Irrigation. Design, operate and maintain an efficient irrigation system;
5. Soil Preparation. Incorporate soil amendments before planting;
6. Mulch. Add mulch to planting beds to a minimum depth of three (3) inches around trees and shrubs 
and 1” around perennials and ornamental grasses;
7. Maintenance. Provide regular and attentive maintenance.

Minimum Species Diversity
To prevent uniform insect or disease susceptibility and eventual uniform senescence on a development 
site or in the adjacent area or the district, species diversity is required and extensive monocultures are 
prohibited. The following minimum requirements shall apply to any development plan.

Number of trees on site
Maximum percentage of any one species
10-19: 33%
20-39: 25%
40 or more: 15%

Use of Approved Species 
Regionally native plants should be used when possible to help aid biodiversity and convey a sense of 
place with the natural context of our community. Any required planting should include at least 50% 
regionally native plants suitable for the purpose (we will include a recommended list). 

Redevelopment
Any properties located within the GGO overlay zone will be required to spend X% (still working with 
local landscapers and architects to determine what this number should be) of any remodel or 
redevelopment project on bringing their landscaping up to code.  Once the landscaping meets the 
requirements of this ordinance, they no longer have to make improvements to it.
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