
City of Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Monday, December 6, 2021

Regular Meeting

Item Resolut.1

Council to discuss and consider action passing Emergency 
Ordinance to repair and replace another portion of the main trunk 
line of the sanitary sewer into the Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
authorize the Mayor to sign the Ordinance and Proclamation and waive the three readings of the 
Ordinance because of the threat to public safety.

Staff Contact: Dustin Rief, City Manager
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A g e n d a   S t a t e m e n t 
 

 
                                                                                                            Meeting Date:  December 6, 2021 

 

 

AGENDA TITLE:  Council to consider authorizing the use of $136,159.60 in contingency funds for the 

emergency replacement of sewer main trunk line that collapsed at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

 

SUBMITTED BY DEPARTMENT/ORGANIZATION:  Public Works 

 

PRESENTATION BY:  City Manager, Dustin Rief 

 

SUMMARY EXPLANATION:  On October 24, 2021, City staff found another collapse in the main 

trunk line at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  This collapse was just upstream from the influent flow 

building in roughly the same location where a collapse occurred in July.  M.C. Schaff & Associates were 

immediately called to assist with this emergency.  They have provided the attached letter to the City that 

details what happened and how it was repaired.   

 

The cost breakdown for this emergency repair is: 

   

Infinity Construction (including dewatering subcontractor) $118,809.60 

MC Schaff (professional svc & coordination)   $  17,350.00 

Total Project Cost      $136,159.60 

 

Staff is seeking Council approval of an Ordinance declaring this incident an emergency, and to authorize 

the use of sewer contingency funds to cover the costs associated with repair.  

 

BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that 1) Council declare this finding an emergency, 

and 2) Authorize use of sewer contingency funds in the amount of $136,159.60 to cover the cost of repair. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

EXHIBITS 

Resolution      Ordinance               Contract               Minutes               Plan/Map   

 

Please provide all visual presentation materials. 

 

Other (specify)    Letter from M.C. Schaff & Associates and Ordinance. 
 

NOTIFICATION LIST:   Yes      No     Further Instructions   

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City of Scottsbluff 

Office of the City Manager                                                                                          Effective date:  January 20, 2017 
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 ORDINANCE  NO. ______ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA AUTHORIZING AN 

EMERGENCY REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT OF ANOTHER PORTION OF THE MAIN 

TRUNK LINE FOR THE SANITARY SEWER INTO THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 

PLANT, THE EXPENDITURE OF $ 136,159.60 FROM THE SEWER CONTINGENCY 

FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA. 

 

Section 1. The City Council finds the following: 

 

A. Another collapse of a portion of the main trunk line for the sanitary sewer took place 

between the headworks building and the screw pumps at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (the 

APlant@) on October 24, 2021.  An evaluation of the infrastructure and surrounding area revealed the 

City was required to dewater and then repair the main trunk line into the Plant (the Aproject@).  City 

staff are not equipped to perform the project, from a safety or construction standpoint.  

 

B. The collapse in this portion of the main trunk line creates a danger as no waste could 

reach the Plant and the waste has to be diverted and not treated which requires immediate action to 

complete the project. 

 

C. An emergency exists because the portion of the collapsed main trunk line creates an 

immediate threat to public safety because it could cause property damage to customers and cause 

safety issues associated with raw waste being diverted.  The City is required to act quickly in order to 

minimize the impact on the environment.  The project must be completed as soon as possible. The 

scope for the project has exceeded the capabilities of City staff and contractor assistance is required.  

The City has utilized the service of an engineer to evaluate the site and scope of the project. The 

lowest amount for the scope of the project includes time and materials from Infinity Construction in 

the amount of $118,809.60 and engineering and coordination from M.C. Schaff & Associates in the 

amount of $17,350.00, for a total project cost of $136,159.60.  

  

Section 2. The total cost of the project for Infinity Construction and M.C. Schaff for time and 

materials in the amount of $136,159.60 as previously described is accepted and approved. The funds 

for this project will be taken from the sewer contingency fund.  

 

Section 3. An emergency exists which requires this Ordinance be effective immediately due to the 

fact there is an immediate threat to public safety. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 

the proclamation of the Mayor and publication of the Ordinance as required by law. 

 

PASSED and APPROVED on December 6, 2021. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

   City Clerk  (Seal) 

 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

City Attorney 
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 PROCLAMATION 

 

 

On December 6, 2021, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Scottsbluff passed and 

approved Ordinance No. _______ concerning the repair and replacement of a portion of the main 

trunk line for the sanitary sewer located between the headworks building and the screw pumps at the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Due to the fact the collapse in a portion of the main truck line of the 

sanitary sewer threatens to cause property damage to customers, cause safety issues associated with 

raw waste being diverted and the need to quickly minimize the impact on the environment, the 

collapse of a portion of the main trunk line for the sanitary sewer constitutes an immediate threat to 

public safety. This Ordinance must be effective immediately.     

        

 

I, Jeanne McKerrigan, the Mayor of Scottsbluff, proclaim the existence of an emergency 

which requires the immediate operation of Ordinance No. _____. The Ordinance shall take effect 

immediately upon the signing of this Proclamation and publication of the Ordinance as required by 

law. 

 

_________________________________ 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 

___________________________ 

   City Clerk  (Seal) 
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