
City of Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Monday, October 7, 2019

Regular Meeting

Item Public Inp2

Council to make a recommendation to the Nebraska Liquor 
Control Commission naming Ashley M. Leach as the Liquor 
License Manager of Chili’s LLC, dba Chili’s Bar & Grill.

Staff Contact: Kim Wright, City Clerk
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City of Scottsbluff 

Liquor License Holders Investigatory Board 

Regular Meeting 

October 3, 2019 - 4:00 p.m. 

 

The City of Scottsbluff Liquor License Holders Investigatory Board met in a regular meeting on 

Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room of City Hall, 2525 Circle Drive, Scottsbluff.  

A notice of the meeting had been published on September 27, 2019 in the Star Herald, a newspaper 

published and of general circulation in the city. The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, 

that the meeting would be open to the public. That anyone with a disability desiring reasonable 

accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the city clerk’s office, and that an agenda of the 

meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the city clerk in City 

Hall; provided, the committee could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency 

so required.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, also had been delivered to each 

committee member.   

 

1. Roll Call - The following Board Members were present: Russ Knight, Chairman;  Norman Coley, 

WNCC;  Nathan Johnson, City Manager; Police Chief  Kevin Spencer; Kim Wright, City Clerk,   

Libby Stobel, City Attorney, Mike Halley, Scottsbluff Public Schools  Absent: Kelli Larson and 

Bob Scripter. 

  

2. Open Meeting Act – Chairman Knight welcomed everyone in attendance and informed those in 

attendance that a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act is posted on the west wall for the 

public’s review. 

 

3. Call Meeting to Order  - The meeting was called to order and Wright recorded the proceedings. 

 

4. There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

5. Approve Minutes of the May 16, 2019 Regular Meeting – Motion by Spencer, second by Coley, 

to approve the May 16, 2019 Minutes, motion passed unanimously. 

 

6. New Liquor License Manager application: 

a. Chili’s LLC, dba Chili’s Grill and Bar, Ashley M. Leach Manager. 

Ashley Leach, Manager and Andrew Shively, Regional Manager for In-House Operations 

for Chili’s LLC, dba Chili’s Grill and Bar were in attendance to answer questions from 

the committee.      

Chairman Knight asked how many employees will serve alcohol and if anyone has taken 

the TIPS training.  Ms. Leach stated everyone takes the Chili’s corporate training, except 

the cooks.  There are 12 servers and four managers and she herself has taken the TIPS 

training in addition to the corporate training.  They check ID’s on everyone that looks 

younger than 30, they have born on date calendars, and a book to check ID’s. Chairman 

Knight asked where the alcohol is kept and who does the inventory.  Ms. Leach stated the 

alcohol is kept in a locked cage that has an alarm on the door. Every manager has a key 

and their own password to enter. All four managers are in charge of ordering the alcohol 

as well. 
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Police Chief Spencer asked Ms. Leach about the manager application and her history that 

was not reported on it.  Ms. Leach stated it was not reported because it happened over ten 

years ago and she went through a deferral program.  She was told her record would be 

cleared if she went through the program. She will look into this further. 

Moved by Coley, seconded by Knight, to forward a positive recommendation to City 

Council regarding the appointment of Ashley M. Leach as Manager of Chili’s LLC, dba 

Chili’s Grill and Bar Class I Liquor License, motion passed unanimously.  

 

b. B49 Operating LLC, dba The Tangled Tumbleweed, Desiree R. Ramirez, Manager 

Desiree Ramirez, Manager and Jim Trumbull, Owner of B49 Operating LLC, dba The 

Tangled Tumbleweed were present to answer questions. 

Chairman Knight asked Ms. Ramirez her history with serving alcohol and how many 

employees serve alcohol at the business.  Ms. Ramirez stated she has been employed with 

Tangled Tumbleweed as a server for over a year and they have six servers who have 

taken the TIPS training in April. They check ID’s on everyone who looks younger than 

30 and they have the born on calendars and the ID book as well. They sell beer and wine 

only and it is kept behind the counter. Chairman Knight also asked what happens if they 

sell to a minor.  Ms. Ramirez stated they have a zero tolerance policy.  Chairman Knight 

asked if the business has an employee handbook that has the policy written in it.  Mr. 

Trumbull stated they do not, but will look into doing that.  Chairman Knight 

recommended having a handbook because all employees are required to sign it after 

reading; it is a good plan of action to have in place. 

Legal Counsel Stobel declared she does not have a conflict of interest with this 

application and she can vote on the recommendation. 

Moved by Halley, seconded by Johnson, to forward a positive recommendation to the 

City Council regarding the appointment of Desiree Ramirez as Manager of B49 

Operating LLC, dba The Tangled Tumbleweed Class C Liquor License, motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

7. Adjournment:   

Moved by Johnson, seconded by Spencer, to adjourn the meeting at 4:22 p.m.,” motion passed 

unanimously. 

  

 

             ________________________________ 

             Russ Knight, Chairman 

    

 

_____________________________ 

    Kim Wright, Secretary 
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