
City of Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Monday, April 11, 2016

Regular Meeting

Item NewBiz4

Ordinance Amendment/Shipping containers
Ordinance Text Amendment Chapter 25, Article 3, Section 25 

Zoning & Miscellaneous Regulations - Shipping containers

 §25-3-25(16) restricting the use of shipping containers for storage. 

Staff Contact: Annie Urdiales
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SCOTTSBLUFF
PLANNING COMMISSION

Staff Report
To:  Planning Commission
From: Staff Development Services
Date: April 11, 2016 
Subject: Proposed Ordinance text change in Chapter 25,   Article 

3, dealing with zoning and miscellaneous regulations 
adding language for shipping containers used for storage 
in residential & commercial districts.

The Planning Commission reviewed an ordinance in January regarding shipping containers for storage use and 
recommended approval of the proposed additions/changes to City Council.  City Council referred this back to 
Planning Commission and asked that Development Services Staff  make more specific requirements for this type 
of storage container in both commercial districts and residential districts.   The changes will be listed under 
Section 25-3-25(16) Miscellaneous Regulations.   Originally one ordinance was approved, this time we have two 
ordinances one for residential districts and one for commercial districts.  Basically they are the same; the 
commercial ordinance lists more guidelines. The additional language is shown below.  

25-3-25(16) Shipping Containers.    
A. Shipping containers defined. For the purposes of this Chapter, a shipping container shall mean any container, 
which may otherwise be known as a container, freight container, ISO container, shipping container, high-cube 
container, box, C container or container van, designed to store and move materials and products across various 
modes of the Intermodal Freight Transportation System. 
B. General restrictions for shipping containers:
1. A shipping container may be placed in the front yard setback only if being used for moving or relocating 
purposes. 
2. A shipping container may not be placed within the site triangle as defined in Section 25-2-104.1 of the 
Scottsbluff Municipal Code.
3. A shipping container may not exceed 8 feet in width, 9 feet in height or 40 feet in length.
4. A shipping container must be kept out of easements, public rights-of-way, and setbacks except as otherwise 
provided for in this Code.
5. A shipping container may be placed on a lot without a permit if it is incidental to the permitted construction 
activities on the same lot. The shipping container must be removed at the completion of the construction project 
or expiration of the building permit.
C. Residential zoning districts. No shipping container shall be allowed, except on a temporary basis for moving 
or actually used for construction activities, in all residential zoning districts. A shipping container may be 
allowed on a developed lot for a period of 30 days if used for moving or if used for construction activities as set 
forth in section 916)b.5 of this section.  If additional time is required, the owner of the lot may apply for one 30 
day extension.
D. Commercial zoning districts. Shipping containers may be used for storage or shipping in all commercial 
zoning districts provided:

1.  All shipping containers are located not generally utilized by the customers of the commercial 
business and where shipping and receiving are conducted on the lot.

2. All shipping containers are maintained and kept in good repair with no holes and rust and must be 
adequately secured to prevent entry by unauthorized people.

3. All shipping containers must be placed on a level surface with a base of rock or concrete so as to 
prevent any settling of the shipping container while it is on the lot.
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 E. In all M-1 and M-2 zoning districts, no shipping containers shall be allowed except as provided:
          1. A building permit is required for a shipping container which will remain on the lot for a period greater 
than six months and used for onsite storage of material incidental to the permitted or accessory use of the lot.  
The building permit must be procured through the Planning and Development Department of the City.
          2. A shipping container located in a front or side yard must be painted so no signage or language is visible.   
          3. A shipping container may not be connected to any City utility.
          4. A shipping container must be kept in good repair with no holes or rust.
          5. A shipping container must be placed on a level surface with a base of rock or concrete so as to prevent 
any settling of the shipping of the shipping container while on the lot.

The complete ordinance is attached for your review.

RECOMMENDATION

Approve
Make a motion for positive recommendation for City Council to approve proposed ordinances text amendment – 
adding to Chapter 25, Article 3, Miscellaneous regulations 25-3-25(16), relating to defining and requirements for 
shipping containers used for storage in residential, commercial, and manufacturing zoning districts subject to the 
following condition(s):

Deny
Make a motion for negative recommendation to City Council to disapprove proposed ordinances text 
amendment – adding to Chapter 25, Article 3, Miscellaneous regulations 25-3-25(16), relating to defining and 
requirements for shipping containers used for storage in residential, commercial  and manufacturing zoning 
districts for the following reason(s):

Table
Make the motion to TABLE the proposed ordinances text amendment adding to Chapter 25, Article 3, 
Miscellaneous regulations  25-3-25(16)  relating to defining and requirements for shipping containers used for 
storage for the following  reason(s):
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