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Background  
 
The State of Nebraska has approved moving the site of the state fair to Grand Island to 
operate at the Fonner Park location in 2010.  To accommodate the fair, several new 
buildings will be required, upgrades and refurbishment of existing facilities is needed, as 
well as enhanced infrastructure support in utilities and streets.  To accomplish this, a fund 
of $42 million is to be provided, of which a minimum of $8.5 million is to come from 
local sources.  The necessary aggregate commitments for these monies is $3 million by 
10/1/2008, $6 million by 2/1/2009, and the total $8.5 million by 7/1/2009 

Discussion 
 
While many local entities, organizations, and groups have been supportive of the fair and 
may donate to the $8.5 million local share, it appears that the City would be asked to be a 
significant contributor.  Tonight, we are seeking council direction in this endeavor and  
what they wish the City’s  role to be. 
 

• Level of the City’s involvement in the project? 
• One option would be a City / County bond issue for $5 million. 
• The debt service would require additional tax of some form. 
• The bonding and city participation would necessitate that the City be the 

owner of one or more of the new buildings. 
• The City would be obligated, as the largest in the County, to also do a 10% 

annual match of lottery revenues, estimated at $200,000 to start. 
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