
Item -1
US Fish and Wildlife Platte River Critical Habitat Designation
The United Stated Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&W) has promulgated a wide ranging 
critical habitat designation for the Piping Plover.  In Nebraska, this designation includes 
reaches of the Platte, Niobrara, Loup and Missouri Rivers.  It also includes river reaches and 
lakes in North and South Dakota and Minnesota.  A map of the Nebraska designation is 
attached.

Discussion:
This designation has the potential to greatly change the way water is used in the State, 
including the City’s well field.  The importance of the designation, and its possible affects on 
Nebraska water use, has been the catalyst to bring a number of organizations together as the 
Nebraska Habitat Conservation Coalition (NHCC).  The group includes natural resource 
districts, power districts, irrigation districts and farm groups.  This designation comes at the 
same time that the Platte River Cooperative Agreement (CA) is ongoing.  Attached are a news 
article providing additional detail on the coalition, a letter on the separate but related CA 
from Congressman Osborne, a copy of the Mayor’s comments on the USF & W’s 
designation, and a copy of a letter from the CPNRD on the designation.

Recommendation:
It is the recommendation of the Utilities Department that the City join the coalition, funding 
from Fund 525, Water Enterprise Fund.

Fiscal Effects:
Expenditure of $3,000.00 annually for three years from Fund 525.  There are sufficient 
funds available.

Alternatives:
Do not participate in the coalition.
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