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City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Steve Lamken

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Steven Lamken, Police Chief 
 
Meeting:  August 7, 2007 
 
Subject: Expansion of Police Department Telephone System 
 
Item #’s:  G-5 
 
Presenter(s): Steven Lamken, Police Chief 
 
 

Background  
 

The Police Department and Sheriff's Office are preparing for moving to the new Law 
Enforcement Center in late 2007. The move requires an expansion of the telephone 
system. The Police Department currently owns an Iwatsu telephone system. The Police 
Department is recommending purchasing the equipment and services through Business 
Telecommunications Systems Inc. as a sole source vendor for expansion of the current 
system at a maximum cost of $32,095.00. 
 

Discussion 
 

Currently the Police Department has an Iwatsu telephone system in the Public Safety 
Center. The Sheriff's Office is on a separate system owned by the County. Operations in 
the new Law Enforcement Center will require and expansion of the current system to 
support the Police Department and the Sheriff's Office, as well as the larger facility. The 
expansion will update equipment in the current system, support the increased number of 
extensions and phones, and allow for tracking of long distance calls by agency for billing 
purposes at a cost considerably less that purchasing a new system. 
 
The cost of expanding the Police Department's current system is $32,095.00. We are 
recommending the purchase of equipment and services for expanding the current Iwatsu 
system be awarded to Business Telecommunications Systems Inc. as a sole source vendor 
for the expansion of the system. The reasons for this recommendation are: 
 
 1.  The cost of upgrading and expanding the current system is less than purchasing a new 
system. 
 
2.  We will not need to purchase as many new phones because we will be able to use our 
existing phones with the system in the new facility. 



3.  Business Telecommunications Systems Inc. is the only vendor in the area selling and 
supporting Iwatsu systems. 
 
Expansion of the telephone system was allowed for in the planning of the new Center and 
funding is available for the project. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the purchase of equipment 
and services to expand the Police Department Iwatsu telephone system with Business 
Telecommunications Systems Inc. as a sole source vendor for a maximum cost of 
$32,095.00. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Motion to approve the purchase of equipment and services to expand the Police 
Department Iwatsu telephone system with Business Telecommunications Systems Inc. as 
a sole source vendor for a maximum cost of $32,095.00. 





 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
August 2, 2007 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2007-179 
 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 2, 2006, by Resolution No. 2006-151, the City of Grand Island 
awarded a bid for the construction of a Law Enforcement Center; and 
 
 WHEREAS, construction of the Law Enforcement Center requires an expansion of the 
current Iwatsu telephone system used by the Grand Island Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Business Telecommunication Systems, Inc., is the only vendor in the area 
selling and supporting the Iwatsu telephone system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, to upgrade and expand the Police Department’s current telephone system for 
the Law Enforcement Center, it is requested that Business Telecommunication Systems, Inc., be designated 
as the sole source provider for such telephone expansion; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of expanding the current telephone system of the Police Department 
through Business Telecommunication Systems, Inc., shall not exceed $32,095.00. 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that Business Telecommunication Systems, Inc., of 
Grand Island, Nebraska, is hereby designated as the sole source provider for the expansion of the 
telephone system for the Grand Island Police Department at a cost not to exceed $32,095.00. 
 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, August 7, 2007. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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