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Subject: Endorsement of Tri-County Initiative for Air Service 
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Background  
 
For the last few weeks, communities that are eligible for Essential Air Service (EAS) 
funding have been reviewing bids from airlines for the federal program. In the process of 
review, regional discussions have come about with the emphasis to band area Cities 
together to build a program that takes advantage of the influence of the entire region. It 
has been concluded that by working together, Central Nebraska can create better air 
service for the region as a whole.  
 
In order to facilitate discussions along this line, an open meeting was held on Wednesday, 
March 10th, 2004. About 100 interested people, including many Council Members, 
attended and a “Tri-City Initiative” was brought out that accomplishes regional 
participation concerning Essential Air Service. Basically, Kearney will ask for their 
flights to go to Kansas City, with a stop in Grand Island. In turn, Grand Island will ask 
for their flights to go to Denver, with a stop in Kearney. This will allow regional fliers to 
travel to 2 hubs, which is of great advantage. 
 

Discussion 
 

Mayor Vavricek has been a strong leader concerning the issue and has called for the open 
process and has demanded a regional approach to the issue. His efforts, along with the 
hard work of the Hall County Airport Authority and the Kearney Air Task Force have 
brought about the ground breaking solution that has been jointly developed. The Tri-City 
Initiative is a great step in regional cooperation and should lead to even more 
advancement in the future.  
 
The Department of Transportation has asked the Mayor’s of EAS communities to make 
their recommendation concerning the routes before March 18th in order for them to 
finalize the process of determining the final plan. A letter from the Department of 
Transportation is attached for review. The Mayor strongly wanted to include the City 
Council in the process; therefore, the item is on the agenda to allow for discussion and 



possible support of his endorsement to the Department of Transportation. Attached are 
Resolutions 18-04 and 19-04 from the Hall County Airport Authority which ask for 
regional support and indicate their recommendation for EAS air service, along with the 
Mayor’s letter of support. Their recommendation follows the Tri-City Initiative and 
opens the door for a recommendation to the Department of Transportation from all 
regional partners.  
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may: 
 

1. Approve the resolution of support 
2. Deny the resolution of support 
3. Modify the resolution to meet the wishes of the Council 
4. Table the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve Resolution # 2004-57 which 
approves the Mayor’s endorsement letter for Essential Air Service and the Tri-City 
Initiative for air service in Central Nebraska. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve Resolution # 2004-57 concerning communities endorsement of 
Essential Air Service program. 











 



 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
March 12, 2004 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2004-57 
 
 WHEREAS, the Central Nebraska Regional Airport has been working diligently to improve the air 
service options available to central Nebraskans and to increase the number of enplanements from the local airport; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation is presently accepting recommendations until 
March 18, 2004, to award a two-year contract for Essential Air Service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such contract could provide up to $1 million in improvement funds contingent on the 
number of enplanements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Central Nebraska Regional Airport and the Kearney Municipal Airport have 
joined forces to develop a Tri-City Initiative to bring both eastbound and westbound air service to the central 
Nebraska region; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 12, 2004, the Hall County Airport Authority approved a resolution 
authorizing the Tri-City Initiative to submit a recommendation to the Department of Transportation to provide 
eastbound air service from Kearney, Nebraska to Kansas City, Missouri, with one stop in Grand Island, and to 
provide westbound air service from Grand Island, Nebraska to Denver, Colorado, with one stop in Kearney, 
Nebraska; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the recommendation by the Tri-City Initiative would serve more passengers in central 
Nebraska, and would be the best use of federal Essential Air Service subsidies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island supports the cooperative efforts of the Tri-City Initiative in 
efforts to increase affordable, convenient options for air travel for central Nebraska; and 
 
 WHEREAS, increased air traffic to serve central Nebraska would be a valuable asset to the 
community. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Grand Island hereby 
pledge their full support, endorsement, and cooperation with the Tri-City Initiative in their efforts in submitting a 
recommendation to the Department of Transportation seeking Essential Air Service improvement funding to 
provide eastbound air service from Kearney, Nebraska to Kansas City, Missouri, with one stop in Grand Island, 
and to provide westbound air service from Grand Island, Nebraska to Denver, Colorado, with one stop in 
Kearney, Nebraska. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to send a letter to the 
Department of Transportation expressing support for such project. 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, March 16, 2004. 
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        _______________________________________ 

RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 


