
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, November 13, 2012

Council Session

Item G14

#2012-327 - Approving Public Highway At-Grade Crossing 
Improvement Agreement with Union Pacific Railroad Company 
for the Broadwell Avenue Crossing

Staff Contact: Terry Brown, Interim Public Works Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Scott Griepenstroh, PW Project Manager

Meeting: November 13, 2012

Subject: Approving Public Highway At-Grade Crossing 
Improvement Agreement with Union Pacific Railroad 
Company for the Broadwell Avenue Crossing

Item #’s: G-14

Presenter(s): Terry Brown, Interim Public Works Director

Background

The Various Locations in Grand Island Resurfacing project consists of removal of the top 
layer of existing bituminous surfacing by cold milling and placement of new Asphaltic 
Concrete at the following locations.

• Blaine Street – Garland Street to Stolley Park Road
• Blaine Street – Stolley Park Road to the Beltline Trail
• First Street – Walnut Street to Sycamore Street
• North Road - 13th Street to State Street
• Independence Avenue – Capital Avenue to Nebraska Highway 2
• Broadwell Avenue - Anna Street to Second Street
• Broadwell Avenue – Second Street to State Street

Select locations have been identified for complete pavement removal and reconstruction 
due to the lack of structural capacity of the existing pavement. These locations include 
two blocks on First Street and the southern portion of Independence Avenue. Sidewalk 
curb ramps at all intersections will be reconstructed to Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) standards.
 
This project is made possible through funds provided by the Nebraska Department of 
Roads Surface Transportation Program and the Federal Highway Administration. The 
total project cost is currently estimated at $3.5 million, with 20% of project costs funded 
by the City of Grand Island. This project will relieve the City of Grand Island from 
funding these improvements solely with Streets Division Resurfacing funds or the Capital 
Improvement Program fund.
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Discussion

Milling and resurfacing work is being planned to go up to the concrete panels at the 
Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) crossing on Broadwell Avenue. Other work planned near 
the railroad crossing includes construction of sidewalk in compliance with the ADA 
standards. UPRR right-of-way is 130 feet wide at the Broadwell Avenue crossing.

UPRR will not allow work to occur on railroad Right-of-Way prior to execution of the 
Public Highway At-Grade Crossing Improvement Agreement. As per the agreement, the 
City will require its Contractor to execute a Contractor’s Right of Entry Agreement and 
to comply with the terms and provisions relating to the work to be performed.

Upon execution and delivery of the agreement, the City shall pay UPRR an 
administrative handling charge of $1,000.00.

Approval of Environmental Documents is anticipated to occur in December. Acquisition 
of easements is anticipated to be completed in March, 2013. Construction is anticipated 
to begin in the fall of 2013.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the resolution authorizing the 
Mayor to sign the Public Highway At-Grade Crossing Improvement Agreement between 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the City of Grand Island.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the resolution.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
November 9, 2012 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2012-327

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2011 the Grand Island City Council approved the 
agreement with the Nebraska Department of Roads for the Various Locations in Grand Island 
Resurfacing Project; and

WHEREAS, select locations have been identified for complete pavement removal 
and reconstruction due to the lack of structural capacity of the existing pavement; and

WHEREAS, milling and surfacing work is being planned to go up to the concrete 
panels at the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) crossing on Broadwell Avenue; and

WHEREAS, UPRR will not allow work to occur on railroad right-of-way prior to 
execution of the Public Highway At-Grade Crossing Improvement Agreement; and

WHEREAS, upon execution and delivery of the agreement, the City shall pay 
UPRR an administrative handling charge of $1,000.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Public Highway At-Grade 
Crossing Improvement Agreement between the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the City of 
Grand Island is hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, November 13, 2012.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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