
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, June 26, 2012

Council Session

Item G7

#2012-160 - Approving Agreement for Administrative Services & 
Development of Promotional Materials Regarding MEAN 
Nebraska Refrigeration Recycling Program

Staff Contact: Tim Luchsinger, Utilities Director
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Council Agenda Memo 

From: Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director
Jason Eley, City Attorney/Purchasing

Meeting: June 26, 2012

Subject: Agreement for Administrative Services and Development 
of Promotional Materials Regarding MEAN Nebraska 
Refrigeration Recycling Program

Item #’s: G-7

Presenter(s): Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director

Background

The City of Grand Island is a member of the Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska 
(MEAN), who has teamed with other state power suppliers and the Nebraska Department 
of Environmental Quality to form the Nebraska Refrigerator Recycling Program. This 
program is funded in part by the NDEQ’s Litter Reduction Grant Program, and other 
participating utilities include Omaha Public Power District, Nebraska Public Power 
District, and the Utilities Departments in Hastings, Fremont, Nebraska City, and Falls 
City. In all, approximately 87% of electric customers in Nebraska could be eligible for 
this conservation/recycling program.

The program allows a customer of a participating utility to contact a third-party 
contractor to schedule a pick-up of an old refrigerator or freezer, which must be in 
working condition, and receive $35 for up to two units per household. The contractor will 
properly remove any Freon, mercury, and other hazards and recycle the metals and 
plastics. This will ensure proper disposal of the unit and potentially reduce electric 
demand. The cost to the utility is $50 per unit and includes administrative and advertising 
costs as well as the utility’s share of the recycling and incentive costs. Details of the 
program can be viewed at http://www.nmppenergy.org/energysmart/refrigerator_rebate .

Discussion

This program would provide Grand Island’s electric customers a rewarding method to 
dispose of their old refrigerators and freezers in an environmentally correct manner, and 
allow the City to avoid dealing with units that may have been left in roadsides or other 
improper sites. MEAN has proposed the attached Service Agreement which will allow 
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Grand Island to recycle up to 65 units, with a potential cost of $3,250. Department staff 
has reviewed this agreement and recommends its approval.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Agreement for 
Administrative Services and Development of Promotional Materials Regarding MEAN 
Nebraska Refrigeration Recycling Program.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the Agreement for Administrative Services and Development of 
Promotional Materials Regarding MEAN Nebraska Refrigeration Recycling Program.

Grand Island Council Session - 6/26/2012 Page 3 / 7



Grand Island Council Session - 6/26/2012 Page 4 / 7



Grand Island Council Session - 6/26/2012 Page 5 / 7



Grand Island Council Session - 6/26/2012 Page 6 / 7



Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
June 26, 2012 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2012-160

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island is a member of the Municipal Energy 
Agency of Nebraska (MEAN) who has teamed with other state power suppliers and the Nebraska 
Department of Environmental Quality to form the Nebraska Refrigerator Recycling Program; 
and

WHEREAS, the program allows a customer of a participating utility to contact a 
third-party contractor to schedule a pick-up of an old refrigerator or freezer, which must be in 
working condition to receive $35 for up to two units per household; and

WHEREAS, this incentive program will allow proper disposal of the units and 
potentially reduce electric demand; and

WHEREAS, the Service Agreement will allow Grand Island to recycle up to 65 
units, at a potential cost of $3,250.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, the Agreement for Administrative Services 
and Development of Promotional Materials Regarding MEAN Nebraska Refrigeration Recycling 
Program is hereby approved.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, June 26, 2012.

_______________________________________
Jay Vavricek, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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