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Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director 
   John Collins, Public Works Director 
   Robert Sivick, City Attorney 
 
Meeting:  February 28, 2012  
 
Subject: Burlington North Santa Fe Supplemental Agreements – 

Double Track Project 
 
Item #’s:  G-5 
 
Presenter(s): Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director 
 
 

Background 
 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) is in the process of constructing a second track 
through Grand Island. To facilitate that construction and as a result of the Agreement 
entered into between the City and BNSF on December 6, 2011, a number of supplemental 
agreements will need to be approved. The first two to come before City Council are for 
an agreement for relocating a transmission pole at Mile Post 94-70 to a location outside 
of the new BNSF property. The second is to extend a sanitary sewer casing under BNSF 
tracks at Mile Post 94.56. 

Discussion 
 

The agreement for relocation of the transmission pole provides for the work to be done 
by the City and costs to be fully reimbursed by BNSF. The extension of the sanitary 
sewer line casing is to be done and paid for by BNSF. The supplemental agreements also 
include insurance requirements and working conditions for parties performing activities 
on railroad property. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 



3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the two supplemental 
agreements with BNSF for the relocation of the electric transmission pole and extension 
of the sanitary sewer casing. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the two supplemental agreements with BNSF for the Double Track 
Project. 





































 Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
February 22, 2012 ¤  City Attorney 

 R E S O L U T I O N    2012-43 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in April of 2011, the City was advised by Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
(BNSF) that they were proceeding with a project to widen the elevated rail overpass to a double track 
to alleviate train traffic congestion; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of this project, multiple electrical, water and sewer utility 
crossings by the City across the BNSF right-of-way will need to be modified to accommodate the 
track improvement project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the BNSF entered into an Agreement to pay for the modifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract requires the City’s passage of supplemental agreements for 
each crossing; and  
 
 WHEREAS, modifications include either relocating utilities or encasement of the 
utilities to current railroad crossing standards. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the two Supplemental Agreements presented 
at this meeting are hereby approved, and that the Mayor is authorized to sign the agreements on 
behalf of the City of Grand Island. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 28, 2012. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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