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Trancaso, 415 West 4th Street for a Class" C" Liquor License

Staff Contact: RaNae Edwards

I
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Council Agenda M emo

From: RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

M eeting: February 28, 2012

Subject: Public Hearing on Request from Javier Rodriguez dba El
Trancaso, 413 West 4™ Street for aClass“C” Liquor
License

ltem #'s: E-1&1-1

Presenter (s): RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Backqground

Section 4-2 of the Grand Island City Code declares the intent of the City Council
regarding liquor licenses and the sale of alcohol.

Declared L egislative I ntent

(A)

(B)
(©

It is hereby declared to be the intent and purpose of the city council in adopting
and administering the provisions of this chapter:

To express the community sentiment that the control of availability of alcoholic
liquor to the public in general and to minors in particular promotes the public
health, safety, and welfare;

To encourage temperance in the consumption of acoholic liquor by sound and
careful control and regulation of the sale and distribution thereof; and

To ensure that the number of retail outlets and the manner in which they are
operated is such that they can be adequately policed by local law enforcement
agencies so that the abuse of alcohol and the occurrence of alcohol-related crimes
and offensesis kept to a minimum.

Discussion

Javier Rodriguez dba El Trancaso, 413 West 4th Street has submitted an application for a
Class “C” Liquor License. A Class “C” Liquor License alows for the sale of acohol on
and off sale inside the corporate limits of the city.

City Council action is required and forwarded to the Nebraska Liquor Control
Commission for issuance of al licenses. This application has been reviewed by the Clerk,
Building, Fire, Health, and Police Departments.



Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.
The Council may:

1
2.

3.
4.

Approve the application.

Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with no
recommendation.

Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with recommendations.
Deny the application.

Recommendation

Based on the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission’s criteria for the approval of Liquor
Licenses, City Administration recommends that the Council approve this application.

Sample M otion

Move to approve the application for Javier Rodriguez dba El Trancaso, 413 West 4th
Street for a Class “C” Liquor License contingent upon final inspections and completion
of a state approve alcohol server/seller training program.
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G and Island Police Departnment
Suppl enent al Report
Date, Tinme: Mon Feb 20 10:29:59 CST 2012
Reporting Oficer: Vitera
Unit- CID

Javier Rodriguez Sr. is buying EIl Trancaso and applying for a Cass ID
(beer,

wine, distilled spirits on and off sale) Individual License. Javier is
the only

person listed on the |icense. The application says that he is filing for
a

Tenporary Operating Permt (TOP), but | don't see a copy of the permit
att ached.

The application also says that Javier is not borrow ng any noney to

establish/operate the business. Javier stated that he has never been
convi ct ed

of any charge, and he has lived in Nebraska for at |least the |ast twelve
years.

I checked Javier through Spillman and NCIIS and didn't |locate and
convi cti ons.

I noticed in Spillman that another officer ran a nation-w de crimnal
hi story

check on Javier during another investigation in Decenber of l|ast year. It
was

negative. | checked Javier for warrants. He doesn't have any warrants for
hi s

arrest, and he has a valid driver's license. | also sent a request to our
| oca

Honel and Security Investigations office to check on Javier's inmgration
st at us.

I was later inforned that Javier becane a Naturalized Ctizen in 2010.



| also checked Javier through a police Internet database and didn't find
nmuch.

It appears that Javier had a judgnent against himin Hall County in 2008
for the

anmobunt of $3,165. | wll check into this later. | also |earned that
Javier is

apparently a nenber of a corporation called "Artistas Latinos
Pronoti ons. "

On 2/21/12, | called the Hall County Court and was told that the file
deal i ng

with the civil suit involving Javier Rodriguez was in storage and there
was no

comput er access to it.

On 2/22/12, | net with Javier at El Trancaso. Javier told me a little bit
about

hinself. He said that he is originally from Colunbia and has Iived
nowhere el se

but Nebraska since he npved from Colunbia. He has two adult children who
each

have advanced degrees. One son has a PHD, and the other has a Master's
Degr ee

and is working on his PHD. Javier used to be a veterinarian in Col unbia.
He

currently works as a nursing assistant and a nedical aide. He plans on

collecting Social Security next year and would |ike sone supplenental
i ncorme.

Javier applied for a TOP but doesn't have it yet. He showed ne a letter
from

the NLCC requiring a purchase agreement before a TOP would be issued.
Even

t hough he has paid Myriam Al varez and technically owns the bar, Myriamis

running it until he gets his TOP and eventually gets his |icense.



| asked Javier about the information | found through the police only
| nt er net

dat abase. He confirmed that he paid Fernando Mejia over $3,000 for a
civil

suit. Javier said he financed Fernando on the purchase of a truck.
Fer nando

quit paying him Javier repossessed the truck. Fernando cl ai mred he had
personal property in the truck that was never returned to him

| al so asked Javier about Artistas Latinos Pronotions. Javier said he ran
a

corporation that contracted with known mnusical artists to perform at
certain

venues. He doesn't do it anynore and hasn't for about a year. He said he
didn't like that business and many of the people he dealt wth.
After discussing sone common problens that get |iquor |icense holders in

trouble, | asked himif he had any questions. The only question he had
deal t

with dancers (strippers). There is a pole in El Trancaso. Javier said
some of

the female custoners like to use the pole to dance. He wondered how much
of

their body they can show. He hinted that in the future he would consider
havi ng

paid dancers. | told him that he can't have topless and/or bottomnl ess
dancers

in Gand Island. If | understood himcorrectly, he was nore interested in

making sure it wasn't against the law if sonme of his customers pole-
danced while being scantily clad.

As long as Javier doesn't have exotic dancers at his bar, the Gand
I sl and

Pol i ce Departnment has no objection to himreceiving a |liquor |icense.



Liquor Application
413 West 4th St.

Legend

Liquor License Locations

@
D 1500ft from Applicant
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