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Public Hearing on Request from Rodrigo Sanchez dba El
Centenario Bar & Grill, 316 East 2nd Street for a Class“ C”
Liquor License

Staff Contact: RaNae Edwards
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Council Agenda M emo

From: RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
M eeting: January 24, 2012
Subj ect: Public Hearing on Request from Rodrigo Sanchez dba El

Centenario Bar & Grill, 316 East 2" Street for aClass
“C” Liquor License

[tem #'s: E-2& I-2

Presenter (s): RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Backqground

Section 4-2 of the Grand Island City Code declares the intent of the City Council
regarding liquor licenses and the sale of acohol.

Declared L egidative I ntent

(A)

(B)
(©

It is hereby declared to be the intent and purpose of the city council in adopting
and administering the provisions of this chapter:

To express the community sentiment that the control of availability of alcoholic
liquor to the public in genera and to minors in particular promotes the public
health, safety, and welfare;

To encourage temperance in the consumption of alcoholic liquor by sound and
careful control and regulation of the sale and distribution thereof; and

To ensure that the number of retail outlets and the manner in which they are
operated is such that they can be adequately policed by local law enforcement
agencies so that the abuse of alcohol and the occurrence of alcohol-related crimes
and offenses is kept to a minimum.

Discussion

Rodrigo Sanchez dba El Centenario Bar & Grill, 316 East 2" Street has submitted an
application for a Class “C” Liquor License. A Class “C” Liquor License alows for the
sale of alcohol onand off sale inside the corporate limits of the city.

City Council action is required and forwarded to the Nebraska Liquor Control
Commission for issuance of al licenses. This application has been reviewed by the Clerk,
Building, Fire, Health, and Police Departments.



Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following aternatives concerning the issue at hand.

The Council may:
1. Approve the application
2. Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with no
recommendation.
3. Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with recommendatiors.
4, Deny the application.

Recommendation

Based on the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission’s criteria for the approval of Liquor
Licenses, City Administration recommends that the Council approve this application

Sample Motion

Move to approve the application for Rodrigo Sanchezdba El Centenario Bar & Grill, 316
East 2" Street for a Class “C” Liquor License contingent upon final inspections and upon
Mr. Sanchez compl eting a state approve alcohol server/seller training program.
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Grand Island Police Departnent

Suppl enent al Report

Date, Tine: Wed Jan 18 16:27:40 CST 2012
Reporting O ficer: Vitera
Unit- CID

| received a copy of a Cass C (beer, wine, distilled spirits on and off
sal e)

I ndi vidual liquor license application for the EIl Centenario Bar and Gill
from

Rodrigo Sanchez. Rodrigo is 24 years old and has lived in Gand Island
nost of

his life. He lives in his parents' house and will be paying his business
rent

to his uncle.
Rodri go di scl osed several violations which include a couple of MP's, no

operator's license, playing his nmusic too loud in his car, and having
excessive

window tint on his car windows. He also had a third degree assault
convi ction

from 2008 that would have automatically excluded him from getting a
l'i quor

license, but the conviction was set aside by a judge during this
application

process. | checked Rodrigo through Spillman and NCJIS. | did not find any
undi scl osed vi ol ati ons.

| also checked Rodrigo through an Internet database but did not find
anyt hi ng of



interest. | tried to pinpoint Rodrigo on facebook but was unsuccessful
He has

a valid driver's license, and there are no warrants for his arrest. He is
a

U S Citizen and a registered voter of Hall County.
| amunable to run national crimnal history checks on |iquor |icense

investigations. That will be taken care of at the state l|level and any
pr obl ens

should be addressed by the NLCC. Rodrigo hasn't had nuch docunented
hi story

with the GPDwithin the last 2.5 years

On 1/19/12, | talked to Rodrigo at his bar. He advised that the E
Centenario

is a Mexican gold coin. He saw a nightclub in Mexico naned that and |iked
it.

Rodri go approached his wuncle about operating a bar in his wuncle's
bui | di ng.

Rodrigo's uncle has experience in the liquor industry as he is a liquor
l'i cense

hol der hinself, yet Rodrigo has not asked him for any advice. Rodrigo
bor r owed

$7,000 from the bank. He and his npther used their cars for collateral
He has

not borrowed noney from anyone el se, and no one else will be sharing the
profits.

Rodrigo plans to have a DJ on Friday and Saturday nights. He is going to
use

Blue Star which is operated by "Tony" from Sanchez Plaza. He has |ined up
Trejo

security and anticipates using them on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
ni ghts.

He thinks he will have two security guards each night. Rodrigo has not
hi red



anyone else to work in his bar. He said if it gets busy, he will have his
girlfriend take sone training and assi st himon those nights.

Rodri go has never run a bar before. | encouraged him to go online and
| ook at

the NLCC s rules and regulations. W al so spoke about common problens at
bars

and possible ways to handle them W talked about having a good
rel ati onship

with | aw enforcenment. Rodrigo said he no | onger parties |like he used to.

He has a girlfriend and a three year old daughter to think about. He said
t hat he

has nade a concerted effort to be nore responsible the |ast few years.
gave

Rodrigo nmy card and told him to call ne if he has any questions or
concerns.

The Grand Island Police Departnent has no reason to preclude Rodrigo
Sanchez

fromreceiving a liquor |icense.
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