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Public Hearing on Request from Gordo’s, Inc. dba El Mariachi
Authentic Mexican Food, 2418 North Webb Road, Suite A for a
Class" 1" Liquor License

Staff Contact: RaNae Edwards

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda M emo

From: RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
M eeting: January 24, 2012
Subj ect: Public Hearing on Request from Gordo's, Inc. dba E

Mariachi Authentic Mexican Food, 2418 North Webb
Road, Suite A for aClass “1” Liquor License

ltem #'s: E-1& 1-1

Presenter(s): RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Backqground

Section 4-2 of the Grand Island City Code declares the intent of the City Council
regarding liquor licenses and the sale of acohol.

Declared L egidative I ntent

(A)

(B)
(©

It is hereby declared to be the intent and purpose of the city council in adopting
and administering the provisions of this chapter:

To express the community sentiment that the control of availability of alcoholic
liquor to the public in general and to minors in particular promotes the public
health, safety, and welfare;

To encourage temperance in the consumption of alcoholic liquor by sound and
careful control and regulation of the sale and distribution thereof; and

To ensure that the number of retaill outlets and the manner in which they are
operated is such that they can be adequately policed by local law enforcement
agencies so that the abuse of alcohol and the occurrence of alcohol-related crimes
and offenses is kept to a minimum.

Discussion

Gordo's, Inc. dba El Mariachi Authentic Mexican Food, 2418 North Webb Road, Suite A
has submitted an application for a Class “I” Liquor License. A Class “1” Liquor License
allows for the sale of alcohol on sde only inside the corporate limits of the city.

City Council action is required and forwarded to the Nebraska Liquor Control
Commission for issuance of al licenses. This application has been reviewed by the Clerk,
Building, Fire, Health, and Police Departments.



Also submitted with the application was a request from Jose Bravo, 2307 Plum Creek,
Lexington, Nebraska for a Liquor Manager designation.

The Police Department completed a background check on Jose Bravo (see attached) and
is recommending denia of this application based on the Nebraska Liquor Control Act
(Part 11 Chapter 2 Section 010.01) for afalse application and missing documentation with
the application.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.
The Council may:

Approve the application

Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with no
recommendation.

3. Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with recommendatiors.
4, Deny the application.

1
2.

Recommendation

Based on the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission’s criteria for the denial of Liquor
Licenses, City Administration recommends that the Council deny this application

Sample M otion

Move to deny the application for Gordo’s Inc. dba El Mariachi Authentic Mexican Food,
2418 North Webb Road, Suite A for a Class “1” Liquor License and Liquor Manager
designation for Jose Bravo, 2307 Plum Creek, Lexington, Nebraska based on the
Nebraska Liquor Control Act (Part 1l Chapter 2 Section 010.01) for a false application
and missing documentation with the application.



01/19/12 Grand Island Police Departnment 450

15: 57 LAW | NCI DENT TABLE Page: 1
Cty . Grand Isl and
Occurred after : 15:20: 00 12/23/2011
Cccurred before : 15:20: 00 12/23/2011
When reported : 15:20: 00 12/23/2011
Dat e di sposition declared . 12/ 23/ 2011
I nci dent nunber : L11123091

Primary incident nunber

I nci dent nature . Liquor Lic Inv Liquor License
I nvestigation

| nci dent address : 2418 Webb Rd N
St at e abbrevi ati on : NE
Z| P Code : 68803

Contact or caller

Conpl ai nant name nunber

Area | ocation code : PCOD Police - CD

Recei ved by : Vitera D

How recei ved : T Tel ephone

Agency code . G PD Gand Island Police Departnent
Responsi bl e of ficer : Vitera D

O fense as Taken
O fense as (bserved
Di sposition . ACT Active
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M sc. number . RaNae

Ceobase address | D : 4481
Long-termcall ID
Cl ear ance Code . CL Case Cosed
Judi ci al Status : NCI  Non-crimnal Incident

| NVOLVEMENTS
Px Record # Dat e Descri ption Rel at i onshi p
NM 165530 01/18/12 Garcia-Mrtinez, Ezequiel D Interpreter
NM 173114 01/18/12 El Mariachi, Rest aur ant
NM 172975 01/ 11/12 Bravo, Jose J Owner / Manager

LAW | NCI DENT CI RCUMSTANCES:

Se Circu Crcunstance code M scel | aneous

1 LT21 Restaurant
LAW | NCI DENT NARRATI VE

I Received a Copy of a Liquor License Application for the Mariach
Aut henti c

Mexi can Food restaurant and a Copy of a Liquor Manger Application from
Jose

Br avo.
LAW | NCI DENT RESPONDERS DETAI L:

Se Responding offi Unit n Unit nunber



1 Vitera D 318 Vitera D
LAW SUPPLENMENTAL NARRATI VE

Seq Nane Dat e

1 Vitera D 10: 15: 48 01/ 16/ 2012
Date, Tine: Mn Jan 16 10:16: 02 CST 2012
Reporting Officer: Vitera
Unit- CID

CGordo's Incorporated doing business as the EI Mariachi Authentic Mexican
Food

restaurant is seeking a Cass | (beer, wine, distilled spirits, on sale
only)

corporate liquor license. Jose de Jesus Bravo is listed as the CEO of the

corporation. Bravo also applied to be the liquor manager. He listed his
horme

address on the liquor |icense and manager application as 2307 Plum Creek
in Lexington, NE

Wi |l e | ooking through the application, several areas piqued ny interest.
First,

Bravo is part owner of San Pedro restaurant in Kearney, Lexington, North
Pl att e,

and Scottsbluff, Nebraska. He listed on his applications that he lived

in Joplin, Mssouri from 1996 until 2009 when he noved to Lexington. He
al so

stated the he was born in Mexico. Bravo did not list a spouse on the

application. In fact, he is the only person listed on the application,
yet he

listed Jose Manriquez as a person who is authorized to wite checks and
make



wi t hdrawal s on the busi ness account.

Part of the requirenments to be a l|iquor nmanager include being a citizen
of the

United States and resident of the State of Nebraska. A Nebraska voter
registration card and either a U S. passport, U S birth certificate, or

naturalization paperwork should be included with the application as
proof. None

of those docunents were included. | checked with our local HSI office and
was

infornmed that Bravo is a naturalized citizen

| have sone concerns, however, as to whether Bravo is a resident of
Nebr aska.

H's home address as stated above is actually the address of his
restaurant in

Lexington. Bravo also listed the restaurant's address on his Nebraska
driver's

license. | spoke to Investigator Rowan w th the Lexington Police
Depar t ment
who said he didn't believe the restaurant had any living quarters

attached to

it. He later inforned nme that the health departnment visited the
restaurant and

said there are no living quarters at the restaurant, and numerous
enpl oyees were

working there (significant because Bravo stated on the application that
he was

the sol e enpl oyee).

Bravo told the health departnment he used that address because that's
where he

receives his mail even though the application separately asks for hone
addr ess



and where the applicant wants to receive mail fromthe Conm ssion. The

application states that Bravo listed a Kearney address to receive nai
fromthe

Commi ssion, not at his restaurant. Investigator Rowan found a different

Lexi ngton address for Bravo in their database. He also told ne that Bravo
was a

victim of a robbery at that address in June of 2011. Investigator Lorri
Roger s

with NSP had informed ne about the robbery. From an online article, it
appears

that Bravo may have been living or staying with his father. Wen | |ater
spoke

to Bravo, he said he was renting this address from one of his enployees
named

Hector Onate. Wen Bravo was interviewed, he gave yet a different address
i n Lexington.

| also called |aw enforcenent authorities in Joplin, Mssouri. | spoke to

Captain Walrod with the Jasper County Sheriff's O fice. He advised that
Bravo

has two restaurants in Joplin. They are called El Charro. He said there
is

also an El Charro in Carthage, M ssouri and Pittsburgh, Kansas. Carthage
is

about 12 mles east of Joplin, and Pittsburgh is about 30 mles from
Joplin.

Captain Walrod thought that Bravo and his wife, Sandra still live in the
Joplin

area. He found out for nme that Bravo is currently paying utilities at
25150

Denott Dr. in Joplin. Captain Walrod spoke to a sergeant who patrols the
area



where Bravo lives (or used to live), and she thought that Bravo is still
marri ed

to Sandra (Bravo) and living there. She described the Bravo's as "good
people."

At this tinme, | don't know whether the restaurants in Kansas and M ssouri
serve

al cohol and if the they have any liquor violations. Bravo did not [ist
any

out-of -state liquor licenses when it was asked of himon the application.

Anot her question on both applications asks about being convicted of any
char ge.

Bravo listed sone traffic convictions in Buffalo and Dawson County al ong
with an

open container conviction. He also listed a traffic ticket in Mssouri
and a

traffic ticket in Cklahoma. | can't run official crimnal history checks
on

liquor license applicants. A fingerprint subnmission from the applicant
will

determine that at the state level. Even though Bravo hasn't spent nuch
time in

Nebraska, | checked Spillman and NCIJIS. He does not have an entry in
Spi | | man,

and his entries in NCJIS generally matched up to the disclosures on the

applications. NCJII'S al so shows that a bench warrant was issued for Bravo
on

four separate occasions involving the convictions he disclosed. On each

occasion, the warrant was cancelled before it was served. This |eads ne
to

believe that he wasn't paying his fines on tine.

Besi des checking with Jasper County, | spoke to a records clerk at the
Joplin



Police Departnent. She advised that Bravo had sonme minor traffic
vi ol ations

that included speeding and a seatbelt violation, but he was also cited
for

driving during revocation in 2001. | spoke to Sgt. Young with the Kearney

Police Departnent. He put out an e-nail to departnent nenbers asking
about

negative contacts with Bravo and the San Pedro restaurant. He didn't get
any

responses. | spoke to a representative of the North Platte Police
Depart ment .

He advised that they didn't have any contacts with Bravo. He also
coment ed

that San Pedro is a good restaurant. | called Scottsbluff and ended up
speaki ng

with Detective Rader. He said they don't have any problens with the
rest aur ant

that he's aware of. He also sent me a copy of their liquor license

investigation into San Pedro. Scottsbluff contacted Kearney PD and
| ear ned t hat

| sai as Manriquez was listed on Kearney's application. The Scottsbl uff
i nvestigation also determ ned that Bravo provided a fal se Social Security

nunber. | wasn't able to get clarification as to whether this was
i ntentional

or sone sort of typo.

| tried to find Bravo on facebook but didn't find anything that | could
be sure

was him | also ran Bravo through an Internet search engine. There is a
| ar ge

anount of data on Bravo, and it was difficult to sort through it and
det erm ne



if all the information could be attributed to the applicant or a
di fferent Jose

Bravo. It appeared that Bravo has either lived or had a restaurant in the

followi ng places: Kearney, Lexington, North Platte, Scottsbluff, Joplin
MO

Carthage, MO Woning, M; Carenore, K, Miskogee, OK; Muntain Hone,
AR; and Bow i ng Green, KY.

It appeared that Bravo owns an EI Charro in Joplin, and an El Charro in

Clarenore, OK. The information also pointed towards Bravo as having sone
l'i ens

against him From 12/13/2004 (file date) through 10/4/2005 (release
date), Jose

Bravo had a "state tax warrant" in Okl ahoma in the ampunt of $5,574. On

11/ 16/ 2010, the "Tax Comm ssion" in Rogers County klahoma filed a tax
lien on

Bravo in the anobunt of $12,681. No disposition is listed. In Mrch of
2004,

the IRS filed a lien against Bravo's El Charro restaurant in Joplin.
There is

no anount listed, but the status is listed as open. Bravo would later
tell me

that this information is associated with his father and brother.

Even though Bravo stated on his applications that he has lived in
Lexi ngt on

since 2009, the Internet search engine indicated that he registered a '97
Atim

in Mssouri on 6/8/11 and a 2010 Tundra in Mssouri on 10/28/10. He al so
has

two cars registered in Nebraska in 2011. It appears that he's keeping

resi dences and registering cars in Nebraska and Mssouri in the sane
year. One



nore piece of information stated that the only voter registration card on
file

for Bravo is in the State of M ssouri.

On 1/11/12, | drove by the restaurant. | observed two vehicles parked in
front

of it. One was a silver Dodge pickup (18Cwv368), and the other was a
smal |l red

Chevy car (21AH59). The red Chevy is registered to Juan Manriquez.
Manri quez

is the sane last name of the person Bravo listed on the application as
havi ng

access to the business account. It is also the sane |ast nane as one of
t he

corporate officers in the Kearney San Pedro. | also ran Bravo's nane
t hr ough

NCJI'S | ooking for vehicles registered to him | canme up with a 2011 Yukon

Denali registered to Jose and Maria Bravo of 2900 Grand Ave. # 145 in
Kear ney,

NE. The vehicle was registered on 4/15/11. At this point, | don't know
Jose's

relationship with Maria even though they have the sane | ast nane.

| called (573-526-2772) the Mssouri Al cohol and Tobacco Control (ATC

Conmi ssion and asked them if Bravo has any liquor licenses in their
st at e.

| was inforned that there are several |icenses under the |ast nane of
Bravo and

al so under Jose Bravo but none that nmatched the date of birth and Soci al

Security nunber of this applicant. Oher nanmes on the applications as
corporate

officers are Efraine Bravo and Andres Bravo. Sone of the restaurants are
named



El Charro. | was also told that the restaurants have some history of
failing

conpl i ance checks.

| also called (405-521-3011) the Alcoholic Beverage Laws Enforcenent
(ABLE)

Commi ssion in Olahoma. They have at |east twelve restaurants that have
Jose

Bravo or Jose L. Bravo as a corporate officer. They also show Andres
Bravo and

Ni cholas Onate as corporate officers at restaurants that are either E
Charr o,

Los Charros, M Ranchito, El Charrito, or Playa Azul. The person | spoke
to at

ABLE said they have nunerous ninor and mgjor violations at these
restaurants.

A major violation would be selling to a minor or allowing a mnor in a
bar. They

al so said that Jose L. Bravo had witten them sone "hot" checks.

| called Rogers County lahorma and confirmed that Jose L. Bravo had a
tax lien

pl aced on himin 2004 for $5,574 and a tax lien in 2010 for $12,681. This
is

the same information that was discovered through the Internet search
engi ne.

Jose L. Bravo was not paying his personal incone tax to the State of
Ol ahona.

Bot h bal ances have now been pai d.

On 1/17/12, NSP lInvestigator Lorri Rogers and | nmet with Jose de Jesus
Bravo at

his restaurant. He used an enployee by the nane of Ezequiel Garcia to
i nterpret

10



for him Bravo imrediately identified Jose Manriquez as his manager who
is

going to be responsible for the day-to-day operation of the business
whi ch woul d

i ncl ude ordering al cohol and being in charge of everything. Bravo said he
pl anned on visiting the business about every eight days. Wen asked why

Manriquez didn't apply for the manager's position, Bravo said he thought
it

woul d be easier for himto get approved. Bravo identified Jose Manriquez
as

bei ng his uncle.

Bravo said Cenente Salazar is the manager of all the San Pedro's in
Nebr aska.

|saias Manriquez is currently listed as the manager of San Pedro in
Kear ney.

Bravo said he has no idea where Isaias Manriquez is now or what he is
doi ng.

On the application, Bravo stated that he is the sole enployee of the San
Pedro in

Lexi ngton. When asked about this, he said that was not true. He has five

people who work for him Bravo said his attorney filled out the
application for

hi m However, Bravo al so advised that he had an interpreter with him and
t he

application was read to himin Spanish. He had no other explanation.

Since Bravo has four other restaurants in Nebraska that are all nanmed San
Pedr o

and are part of San Pedro Inc., he was asked why this one is naned
differently

and under a new corporation. Bravo said that he wanted to be on his own
with

11



this restaurant. Another explanation could be that he wants sone
separati on

from the other restaurants with the NLCC because they have had sone
probl ens.

The Kearney restaurant has three violations for selling to minors and a

violation for having an open container after hours. They were also
schedul ed

for a "show cause" hearing on 1/18/12 in front of the NLCC for failing to
conply

with a specific training order fromthe NLCC. | checked with the NLCC on
1/19/ 12 and was advised that the hearing was continued. The Lexi ngton
restaurant has had a liquor license since 6/30/09 and doesn't have any

violations. The North Platte restaurant has had a |license since 3/9/09
and

doesn't have any violations. The Scottsbluff restaurant has had a |icense
si nce

7/ 16/ 09 and has one sale to a mnor that was eventually di sm ssed

Wiile trying to determine Bravo's status as a possi bl e Nebraska resident,
I ran

his nane through NCJIS to see what vehicles are registered to him | cane
up

with a maroon 2009 Escalade registered to Jose and Maria Bravo in
Kear ney.

It had originally been titled in Clarenore, OK (where the tax issues are)
to Jose

and Maria Bravo. | also found a white 2011 Yukon Denali registered to
Jose and

Maria Bravo at the same address in Kearney. Previous title information
cane

back to a dealer in Joplin, MO (where Bravo said he lived from' 96-2009).
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Bravo told nme that those vehicles were purchased by his parents. He went
on to

explain that he is currently separated and in the process of a divorce
with his

wi fe naned Maria Bravo. Hi s parents are al so naned Jose and Maria Bravo.
He

also has a cousin naned Jose Bravo who is narried to Maria Bravo. Bravo
sai d

his parents currently live in Joplin, MO and have lived there for at
| east

fourteen years. H's parents bought the Escal ade while living in M ssouri.

They titled it in Cklahoma and registered it in Nebraska. He thought they
titled it

i n Gkl ahoma because the taxes were less there. | was not clear as to why
t hey

registered it in Kearney, NE

Moving on to the Denali, Bravo said his parents bought that vehicle for
himin

2011. On his liquor license applications, Bravo clains to live in
Lexi ngt on,

but the Denali was registered in Kearney. Bravo said that his uncle, Jose

Manriquez lives at the registered address in Kearney. Bravo couldn't
expl ain

why it wasn't at least registered in Dawson County. Bravo said that he
coul dn't

afford the paynents on the vehicle, so his brother (Efraine) took the
vehicl e

and assuned the paynents.

A question on the application asks if the applicant borrowed any noney
from any
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source including famly and friends to establish and/or operate the
busi ness.

The no box was checked. | asked Bravo how he could afford to start up
this new

restaurant w t hout borrowi ng nobney when he couldn't afford a car paynent.
Bravo

advi sed that he borrowed $35,000 from his parents. He then included his
cousi n,

Jose L. Bravo, in lending himpart of the $35,000. Bravo then said all of
the

$35,000 canme from Jose L. Bravo, and his parents basically brokered the
deal .

The next question on the application asks if anyone other than the
appl i cant

will be sharing the business profits. The no box was checked. However
Bravo

acknow edged that his parents will be receiving half of the profits. |
coul dn't

figure out why his parents were in line to get the profits when it was
hi s

cousi n who supposedly lent himthe noney. It appears that Bravo' s cousin,
Jose

L. is the guy with tax liens in Cklahoma, yet this is the same guy who
| ent Bravo noney.

In summary, the Grand Island Police Departnent urges the city council to

recommend a denial of this liquor license and |iquor manager |icense to
the NLCC

for several reasons. First and forenost, this is a false application
accordi ng

to the Nebraska Liquor Control Act (Part |1 Chapter 2 Section 010.01)
whi ch

r eads:
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No applicant for a liquor |license, or partner, principal, agent or

enpl oyee of any applicant for a liquor license shall provide false

or

m sl eading information to the Nebraska Liquor Control Conmi ssion,
Its

executive director, or enployees. Any violation of this provision
may

result in denial of application for a liquor license or, in the
event that

a license has already been issued, suspension, cancellation or

revocation
of such license.
Bravo stated on his application that he didn't borrow any noney for his

restaurant, yet he did. He also stated on the application that no one
will

share the profits with him yet he admtted that his parents are taking
hal f.

He didn't list a spouse on the application, and he is still married.
Therefore, | was unable to do a background check on her, and no Spousal

Affidavit of Non Participation is on file. He applied to be the liquor
manager

but only did so because the guy who is really going to be the manager
m ght not

have been eligible. He also listed an incorrect hone address on the
application.

The licenses could also be denied because Bravo didn't supply the
required

docunments (voter registration card, and either a birth certificate,

naturalization paperwork, or a U S  passport). Wthout the voter
registration
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card and the confusion with all of the simlar nanes in his extended
famly, the

way the vehicles are titled, registered and possessed, it's difficult to
tell

whether Bravo is a resident of Nebraska. There are also problens with the
San

Pedro restaurant owned by Bravo in Kearney. They have violations and are
sl ow

or don't conply with the orders of the NLCC. Another exanple of failing
to

comply with lawful orders or doing so reluctantly is Bravo's failure to
pay

fines on tinme that resulted in four separate arrest warrants which
finally

pronpted himto pay before they could be served.
After speaking with Bravo, he asserted that he is not involved with any

restaurants outside of Nebraska. According to Bravo, the information |
found on

Jose Bravo in Mssouri and Ol ahoma can be attributed to his father and
hi s

cousin. However, it was extrenely difficult to figure out which Jose and
Mari a

Bravo did what since all three couples have intertwined history in
M ssouri, Okl ahonma, and Nebraska.

The bottom line is the applicant provided false information on his
appl i cati on,

and he is receiving support fromhis famly who have problenms with |iquor
violations in Oklahoma and failing to pay their incone taxes on tinme. In

addition, ny background investigation shows a connection between the
Manri quez

and Onate fanmily with the Bravo family, but no information on them was
provi ded

16



by Bravo even though he listed Jose Manriquez as having access to and
authority

over his business account. Once again, the applicant's false application

conbined with his involvenent with his famly and their shuffling of
vehi cl es,

liquor violations in multiple states, and the failure to pay taxes in a
timely

manner inplies either deception, disregard of laws, or the inability to
conply

with liquor |aws.
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