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#2011-364 - Approving Utilities Relocation Agreement with the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad for Double Track Project
 

Tuesday, December 06, 2011
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Tim Luchsinger

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director 
   Robert Sivick, City Attorney 
 
Meeting:  December 6, 2011  
 
Subject: BNSF Double Track Project Master Utility Relocation 

Agreement 
 
Item #’s:  I-3 
 
Presenter(s): Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director 
 
 

Background 
 
In 1993, Burlington Northern Railroad completed an elevated rail overpass to eliminate 
traffic conflicts caused by an at-grade crossing with the Union Pacific Railroad. In April 
of this year, the City was advised by BNSF that they were proceeding with a project to 
widen this overpass to a double track to alleviate traffic congestion as a result of multiple 
tracks reducing to a single track through Grand Island. As a result of this, multiple 
electrical, water, and sewer utility crossings by the City across BNSF right-of-way will 
need to be modified to accommodate the track improvement project. These modifications 
include either relocating utilities or encasement of the utilities to current railroad crossing 
standards. BNSF would also like to acquire portions of Utilities Department properties 
adjoining BNSF property south of the JBS facility and  at the Burdick Station. Crossing 
agreements currently in place with BNSF require that utilities conflicts in railroad right-
of-way be corrected at the City’s expense. Relocations outside of railroad right-of-way 
and acquisition of City property are subject to negotiations regarding compensation. 
 

Discussion 
 
In order to expedite some of the logistic and regulatory processes needed to meet their 
project schedule, BNSF has offered to undertake the design and relocation of all utility 
crossings at their expense, in exchange for transfer of the required Utilities Department 
property and other considerations. Their proposed Master Utility Relocation Agreement 
is attached. The other considerations include the following.  
 

• The City will cooperate and refrain from causing any delays and will grant any 
required construction approvals. 



• The City will complete work, designated to be by the City, in accordance with the 
project schedule. 

• The City will resolve any construction issues within two business days. 
• The City will provide review of all utility design by the BNSF within one week. 
• The City will execute standard crossing agreements for all utilities in BNSF right-

of-way within six months. 
• The City will provide all property rights and temporary construction easements 

within one month.  
• The BNSF will acquire all property rights for relocating utilities outside of BNSF 

right-of-way, except where the City must exercise the right of eminent domain. 
 
Subject to approval of the utility agreement, the BNSF will provide aesthetic treatment to 
the retaining wall that will be used on much of the project, to improve its appearance and 
reduce the impact of graffiti. 
 
City staff has reviewed the BNSF Master Utility Relocation Agreement and recommends 
that the Mayor be authorized for its execution on the City’s behalf. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the is sue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the BNSF Master Utility 
Relocation Agreement and authorize its execution by the Mayor. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the BNSF Master Utility Relocation Agreement and authorize its 
execution by the Mayor. 































































































































































 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
December 1, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-364 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in April of this year, the City was advised by BNSF that they were proceeding 
with a project to widen the elevated rail overpass to a double track to alleviate train traffic congestion; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of this project, multiple electrical, water and sewer utility crossings 
by the City across the BNSF right-of-way will need to be modified to accommodate the track improvement 
project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these modifications include either relocating utilities or encasement of the 
utilities to current railroad crossing standards, and 
 
 WHEREAS, BNSF would also like to acquire portions of Utilities Department properties 
adjoining BNSF property south of the JBS facility and at the Burdick Station; and 
 
 WHEREAS, BNSF would like to expedite this process, and has offered to undertake the 
design and relocation of all utility crossings at their expense in exchange for transfer of the required Utilities 
Department property and other consideration. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the BNSF Master Utility Agreement is hereby 
approved, and that the Mayor is authorized to sign the agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, December 6, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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