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Tuesday, November 08, 2011
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: John Collins, Public Works Director

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Scott Griepenstroh, Public Works Project Manager  
 
Meeting:  November 8, 2011 
 
Subject: Approving the Wireline Crossing Agreement between the 

Union Pacific Railroad Company and the City of Grand 
Island  

 
Item #’s:  G-9 
 
Presenter(s): John Collins, Public Works Director  
 Scott Griepenstroh, Public Works Project Manager 
 
 

Background 
 

The purpose of the Grand Island Quiet Zone Improvement Project, Phase I is to construct 
improvements at the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) crossings at Oak Street, Pine Street, 
Walnut Street and Elm Street so that train horns will not need to be activated for these 
crossings. “Silent” crossings will be created at Oak Street and Pine Street by constructing 
concrete medians and concrete curb to narrow the streets at the crossing approaches. 
Walnut Street will have a Wayside Horn System installed and concrete curb will be 
constructed to narrow the street. The crossing at Elm Street will be closed after 
improvements are completed at the other crossings. 
 

Discussion 
 

Prior to commencing with construction of the Wayside Horn System at the Walnut Street 
Crossing, the City of Grand Island is required to enter into the Wireline Crossing 
agreement with UPRR. The agreement stipulates responsibilities and obligations of the 
City with respect to the use of the wireline. The wireline shall not be used for any 
purpose other than the Wayside Horn System. 
 
This agreement will allow the City’s contractor, The Diamond Engineering Company of 
Grand Island, Nebraska, to install conduit under the railroad tracks for the Wayside Horn 
System cable. Change Order No. 2 is being presented to City Council at tonight’s 
meeting, which allows this additional work to be incorporated into the contract with The 
Diamond Engineering Company.  



 
For reference the Wireline Crossing Agremeents; Folder No. 2683-12 and Folder No. 
2683-13 are attached. 
 

Alternatives 
 

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 

City Administration recommends Council approve  the resolution authorizing the Mayor 
to sign the Wireline Crossing Agreements between the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
and the City of Grand Island. 
 

Sample Motion 
 

Move to approve the resolution. 















































































 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
November 2, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-328 
 
 
 WHEREAS, prior to commencing with construction of the Wayside Horn System at the 
Walnut Street Crossing the City of Grand Island is required to enter into agreements with the Union Pacific 
Railroad; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreements stipulate the responsibilities and obligations of the City with 
respect to the use of the wireline; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the agreements and has determined that it is in its 
best interest to enter into the agreements in the attached form. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign the attached 
Wireline Crossing Agreements between the City of Grand Island and the Union Pacific Railroad Company. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, November 8, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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