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Tuesday, October 25, 2011
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: John Collins, Public Works Director

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From: Terry Brown, Manager of Engineering Services/ Interim 

City Engineer  
 
Meeting:  October 25, 2011 
 
Subject: Approving Union Pacific Railroad Pipeline Crossing 

Agreement for Southwest Drainage Project No. 2011-D-
1; Central Community College to the Wood River 

 
Item #’s:  G-8 
 
Presenter(s): John Collins, Public Works Director 
 
 

Background 
 

The Southwest Drainage project has been divided into three phases. Phase I will construct 
the drainage outlet to the Wood River and includes pipe installation and ditch 
improvements east of U.S. Highway 281. Phase II includes improvements on U.S 
Highway 281 right-of-way and areas west of U.S. Highway 281. Phase III includes 
construction of a west detention cell as development occurs. With the Southwest 
Drainage outlet in place, the City of Grand Island will be able to modify the following 
storm drainage flow paths: 

• Provide an outlet for the existing ditches located north and east of the Central 
Community College ;  

• Provide an outlet for U.S Highway 281 right-of-way and low lying areas adjacent 
to the highway;  

• Divert the Brentwood Lake outlet flow from the Stolley Park storm sewer system 
to the proposed Southwest Drainage outlet; 

• Modify the Case New Holland outlet to flow to the proposed Southwest Drainage 
outlet. 

 
The Engineering Division is in the final stages of completing plans and acquiring both 
temporary and permanent easements. A bid package will be advertised this fall for the 
actual project construction.  
 
On September 13, 2011 City Council approved the purchase of pipe for this project from 
Rinker Materials in the amount of $199,728.10. The next step is to enter into an 



agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR), for a sewer main crossing of the spur 
track to the PGS Power Plant. 
 

Discussion 
 

The UPRR requires the City to enter into a “Pipeline Crossing Agreement” for the 
installation of one uncased 48 inch pipeline for transporting and conveying storm water 
only through their right-of-way. The City is also required to pay the UPRR a one-time 
License Fee of $2,000.00, upon the execution of this agreement.   
 
Without this agreement the City does not have legal access through the UPRR property 
and would not be able to complete the improvements associated with this project. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve a resolution allowing the City 
to enter into the agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad to allow the Southwest 
Drainage Project No. 2011-D-1; Central Community College to the Wood River. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve a resolution.  



































 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
October 20, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-315 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in connection with the Southwest Drainage Project No. 2011-D-1; Central 
Community College to the Wood River a Pipeline Crossing Agreement is required by the Union Pacific 
Railroad in order for the City of Grand Island to cross their right-of-way with one uncased 48 inch pipeline 
for transporting and conveying storm water only; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement also requires, upon execution, a one-time License Fee of 
$2,000.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City’s Legal 
Department. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island be, and hereby is, 
authorized to enter into the Pipeline Crossing Agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad in connection with 
the Southwest Drainage Project No. 2011-D-1; Central Community College to the Wood River. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, October 25, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 


	Council Packet Item
	16682.doc
	Copy of 16684.pdf
	16683.doc

