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Council Agenda M emo

From: RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
M eeting: October 25, 2011
Subject: Public Hearing on Request from Zoul Hospitality, LLC

dbaWillman's Bottle Shop, 1201 South Locust Street for
aClass” CK” Liquor License

ltem #'s: E-1& I-1

Presenter(s): RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Backqground

Section 4-2 of the Grand Island City Code declares the intent of the City Council
regarding liquor licenses and the sale of acohol.

Declared L egidative I ntent

(A)

(B)
(©

It is hereby declared to be the intent ard purpose of the city council in adopting
and administering the provisions of this chapter:

To express the community sentiment that the control of availability of alcoholic
liquor to the public in genera and to minors in particular promotes the public
health, safety, and welfare;

To encourage temperance in the consumption of alcoholic liquor by sound and
careful control and regulation of the sale and distribution thereof; and

To ensure that the number of retail outlets and the manner in which they are
operated is such that they can be adequately policed by local law enforcement
agencies so that the abuse of alcohol and the occurrence of alcohol-related crimes
and offenses is kept to a minimum.

Discussion

Zoul Hospitality, LLC dba Willman's Bottle Shop, 1201 South Locust Street has
submitted an application for a Class “CK” Liquor License. A Class “CK” Liquor License
allows for the sale of alcohol on and off sale insde the corporate limits of the city, along
with a catering designation



City Council action is required and forwarded to the Nebraska Liquor Control
Commission for issuance of al licenses. This application has been reviewed by the Clerk,
Building, Fire, Health, and Police Departments.

Also submitted with the application was a Liquor Manager Designation for Zachary Zoul,

3333 Ramada Road. Mr. Zoul has completed the state approved alcohol server/seller
training program and has submitted his certificate.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.
The Council may:

1. Approve the application

2. Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with no
recommendation.
3. Forward to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission with recommendatiors.

4, Deny the application.

Recommendation

Based on the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission’s criteria for the approval of Liquor
Licenses, City Administration recommends that the Council approve this application

Sample M otion

Move to approve the application for Zoul Hospitality, LLC dba Willman’'s Bottle Shop,
1201 South Locust Street for a Class “CK” Liquor License contingent upon fina
ingpections and Liquor Manager Designation for Zachary Zoul, 3333 Ramada Road.
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Grand Island Police Departnent

Suppl enent al Report

Date, Time: Mon COct 17 15:11:46 CDT 2011
Reporting Officer: Vitera

Unit- CID

Zoul Hospitality, doing business as WIllnman's Bottle Shop is applying for
a

Class "CK" LLC license. The "C' is for beer, wine, and distilled spirits
on and

off sale. The "K' is for a Catering license. On the application next to
t he

definition of a Cass C license is a handwitten note that says
"tastings."

Since Wllman's is currently a "package" store (off sale), | would assune
at

this point that the "tastings" is the reason for applying for the dass C
whi ch

i ncludes the on sale portion of the business in the license.

Zachary Zoul is the only person listed on the application. He also
filled out a



manager application as well. Zachary is not married, and he has lived in

Fl orida, South Carolina, Mnnesota, and Nebraska over the last 16 years.
He

stated on his application that he has been convicted of "several"
speedi ng

charges and one "rolling stop.” Zachary also said that he holds a
manager

license for two establishnents in Qgallala.

There are no outstanding warrants for Zachary, and he has a valid
Nebr aska

driver's license. | checked Zachary through Spillman and didn't really
find

anything other than a traffic contact. | also checked Zachary through
NCJI'S and

found four speeding convictions, one stop sign conviction, and one
i npr oper

passi ng conviction. He has no crimnal convictions in Nebraska, but it
is

unknown what will turn up in Mnnesota and Florida as | can't run a
crim nal

hi story on |icense checks.

| Googl ed Zachary and found lots of information describing his tumultuous

tenures as city admnistrator in Gand Island, St. Peter, M, and
Fer nandi na,

FL. Controversy seened to follow Zachary when he worked in the public
sector.

| found Zachary's facebook page and didn't see anything offensive on it.

On 10/19/11, Zachary cane to the LEC for an interview He advi sed that
he noved



back to Grand Island for personal reasons. He confirmed that he applied
for the

Class C license so he can have wine tasting at the store. He also said
t hat he

currently has no specific plans for the catering license but |ikes the
option

of having that l|icense. He speculated that it could be used soneday in

conjunction with his affiliation to the Howard Johnson notel.

W tal ked about sone of the information | found on the Internet about
him He

advised that the average tenure of a city administrator is about 2.5
years. He

also stated that <controversy wll nost Iikely surround every city
adm ni strator

because of their wunique position between the nmayor and city council.
Zachary

said that he was never convicted of any of the crimnal charges that were

brought up against himas a city admnistrator. He al so asserted that
for every

negative article that can be found about him on the Internet, nmany nore
positive

ones can also be | ocated. Zachary said nost of his troubles in city
gover nnent

occurred when he woul dn't succunb to special interest groups or political

pressure. He advised that he always tried to do the right thing. He
poi nt ed

out that since he has gotten out of working in city governnent and
started

working in the private sector, he hasn't had the bad press that he used
to get.
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Al inall, the Gand Island Police Departnent has no objection to Zou
Hospitality receiving a liquor license for WIllnman's Bottle Shop or to
Zachary

Zoul being the |iquor manager.
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