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Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: John Collins, Public Works Director

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Scott Griepenstroh, PW Project Manager 
 
Meeting:  September 27, 2011 
 
Subject: Approving Maintenance Consent Letter for Public Road 

Crossing with Union Pacific Railroad Company at the 
Oak Street and Pine Street Crossings 

 
Item #’s:  G-40 
 
Presenter(s): John Collins, Public Works Director 
 
 

Background 
 

The purpose of the Grand Island Quiet Zone Improvement Project, Phase I is to construct 
improvements at the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) crossings at Oak Street, Pine Street, 
Walnut Street and Elm Street so that train horns will not need to be activated for these 
crossings. “Silent” crossings will be created at Oak Street and Pine Street by constructing 
concrete medians and concrete curb to narrow the streets at the crossing approaches. 
Walnut Street will have a Wayside Horn System installed and concrete curb will be 
constructed to narrow the street. The crossing at Elm Street will be closed after 
improvements are completed at the other crossings. 

 
Discussion 

 
The UPRR requires a Maintenance Consent Letter for Public Road Crossing be signed in 
connection with the Quiet Zone project at the Oak Street and Pine Street crossings. This 
letter states the City’s intention is to construct center medians in the approaches to the 
existing at-grade public road crossings, and also serves as acceptance of the proposed 
work to be performed. The Maintenance Consent Letter also states the City’s 
responsibilities with the Contractor for the Quiet Zone project. The letter is attached for 
reference. 
 
The contract for the Grand Island Quiet Zones Improvement Project was awarded to the 
Diamond Engineering Company at the September 13 Council Session. Public Works and 
Diamond Engineering are currently working to obtain clearances to begin work on UPRR 
right-of-way. A subsequent change order will be processed to incorporate the “Special 



Provisions Relating to Work on Union Pacific Railroad’s Property” for Pine Street and 
Oak Street crossings as required by the Maintenance Consent Letter. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve  the resolution authorized the 
Mayor to sign the Maintenance Consent Letter For Public Road Crossing between the 
Union Pacific Railroad Company and the City of Grand Island. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the resolution.  

























 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
September 21, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-293 
 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) requires a Maintenance 
Consent Letter For Public Road Crossing with the City of Grand Island, in connection with the Quiet Zone 
project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the letter states the City’s intention is to construct center medians in the 
approaches to the existing Oak Street and Pine Street at-grade crossings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the letter serves as acceptance of the proposed work to be performed, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the letter also states the City’s responsibilities with the Contractor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the letter and has determined that it is in its best 
interest for the City to sign the letter in the attached form. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign the attached 
Maintenance Consent Letter For Public Road Crossing between the City of Grand Island and the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, September 27, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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