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Staff Contact: Tim Luchsinger

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director 
 
Meeting:  September 27, 2011 
 
Subject: Utility Relocations for Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

Railroad 
 
Item #’s:  G-14 
 
Presenter(s): Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director 
 
 

 
Background 

 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF) is in the process of obtaining land for the 
construction of a second track through Grand Island. As part of the process, the railroad 
is requiring all utility companies that are currently either in their property or that cross 
their property, to move or remove the Utilities. BNSF has proposed to pay for a part of 
that relocation for portions of the utilities outside of their easement. 
 

Discussion 
 

The first four relocations that require agreements to be signed are at the East Stolley Park 
Crossing, Mile Post 92.3 secondary, Mile Post 92.56 secondary, and the Shady Bend 
Crossing. The agreement for the Stolley Park Crossing is for BNSF to pay the non-
betterment costs of moving the electric overhead lines, not to exceed $100,000. The 
crossing agreement at Shady Bend provides for BNSF to pay one third of the cost of the 
relocation, not to exceed $5,000.00. The agreements for the two secondary crossings at 
Mile Post 92.3 and Mile Post 92.56 provides for BNSF to pay 20% of actual costs, not to 
exceed $2,200.00 each. These percentages of the not-to-exceed payments are based on a 
proportion of the length of the crossing in the permit and the total length of the crossing 
relocation. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.   
 
The Council may: 



 
1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the agreements with BNSF to 
relocate the utility lines at Stolley Park Road, Mile Post 92.3, Mile Post 92.56, and Shady 
Bend Road crossings. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve agreements with BNSF to relocate utility lines at Stolley Park Road, 
Mile Post 92.3, Mile Post 92.56, and Shady Bend Road crossings. 



































































































































































 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
September 22, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-267 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF) is in the process of obtaining 
land for construction of a second track through Grand Island; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a part of the process, BNSF is requiring all utilities that are currently either 
in their property, or cross their property to move or be removed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there are four relocations that are required; one at the East Stolley Park 
crossing, one at Mile Post 92.3, one at Mile Post 92.56 and one at the Shady Bend Crossing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement for the Stolley Park Crossing is for BNSF to pay the non-
betterment costs of moving the electric overhead lines, approximately 20% of Mile Post 92.3, 
approximately 20% of Mile Post 92.56, and at the crossing at Shady Bend , to pay approximately one third 
of the cost of the relocation. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Relocation Agreements between the City of 
Grand Island and Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad at Stolley Park Road, Milepost 92.3, Milepost 
92.56, and Shady Bend Road, are hereby approved. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, September 27, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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