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Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Scott Griepenstroh, PW Project Manager 
 
Meeting:  September 13, 2011 
 
Subject: Approving Union Pacific Railroad/Elm Street Crossing 

Closure Agreement 
 
Item #’s:  G-13 
 
Presenter(s): John Collins, Public Works Director 
 

Background 
 

In order for Public Works Administration to proceed with development of agreements 
with UPRR (Union Pacific Railroad), NDOR (Nebraska Department of Roads) and 
Gavilon for their participation in costs for the closing of the Elm Street crossing, the City 
of Grand Island adopted Resolution 2011-99 on April 26, 2011 to close the crossing.  
 
Any agreements must be approved by the City Council. 
 

Discussion 
 
An agreement for the UPRR/Elm Street crossing closure has been drawn up and is 
presented to City Council for approval. The agreement breaks down the financial 
responsibilities for each entity involved in the crossing closure and is attached for review. 
It is anticipated that no City funds will be required to pay for the closure. 
 
The cost breakdown for each entity involved is as follows. The Union Pacific Railroad 
agrees to pay the City $20,000 upon closure of the Elm Street crossing; The State of 
Nebraska Department of Roads agrees to pay the City $5,000 for such crossing closure, 
and will also pay the City an amount not to exceed $12,000 toward the cost of the closure 
upon the City furnishing the State documentation of the costs; Gavilon dba Peavey Gran 
agrees to pay the City $2,000 for the closure, and will also pay any additional engineering 
costs; and if the maximum contribution from NDOR is reached Gavilon will pay the City 
an amount not to exceed $13,000 toward the actual closure and associated engineering 
costs. 
 
It is anticipated that all costs associated with the closing of Elm Street will be 
compensated. 
 



Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve  the agreement with UPRR, 
NDOR, and Gavilon for the UPRR/Elm Street railroad crossing closure. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the resolution.  















 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
September 8, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-238 
 
 
 WHEREAS, on April 26, 2011 by Resolution 2011-99 the Grand Island City Council 
agreed to the permanent closure and vacation of the public crossing located on Elm Street in Grand Island 
on the Union Pacific Railroad, at DOT#817623U at Railroad Milepost 147.08; and 
 
 WHEREAS, per the agreement the Union Pacific Railroad agrees to pay the City $20,000 
upon closure of such crossing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Nebraska, Department of Roads (NDOR) agrees to pay the City 
$5,000 for such crossing closure, and will also pay the City an amount not to exceed $12,000 toward the 
cost of the closure of DOT No. 717623U upon the City furnishing the State documentation of the costs, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Gavilon dba Peavey Grain agrees to pay $2,000 for the closure of such 
crossing and the associated costs of engineering,  Gavilon will also pay any additional engineering costs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, if the maximum contribution from NDOR is reached Gavilon will pay the City 
an amount not to exceed $13,000 toward the actual cost of closure and associated engineering costs. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the agreement with Union Pacific Railroad, 
Nebraska Department of Roads, and Gavilon for the Elm Street crossing closure is hereby approved. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to 
execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, September 13, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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