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Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Scott Griepenstroh, Project Manager 
 
Meeting:  May 24, 2011 
 
Subject: Approving Program Agreement with Nebraska 

Department of Roads for the Grand Island Historical 
Lighting Project on 3rd Street and Wheeler Avenue 

 
Item #’s:  G-9 
 
Presenter(s): Tom Ziller, Downtown Business Improvement District 

Scott Griepenstroh, Project Manager 
 
 

Background 
 

All agreements must be approved by the City Council. 
 
The Federal-aid Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program provides funding to 
construct and restore transportation infrastructure that are not eligible  to be funded 
through other programs. TE activities offer funding opportunities to help expand 
transportation choices and enhance the transportation experience. Project types eligible 
for this funding are hike/bike trails, historic preservation, and scenic or historic byways. 
Currently approved projects can receive up to 80% Federal funding with a $500,000 
limit. 
 
In 2009, the City of Grand Island requested TE Program funds for a Third and Wheeler 
Downtown Historical Lighting Improvement project. This grant application was 
approved by Council for submission on June 22, 2009 and was awarded from the 
Department of Roads. Changes in the Department of Roads program management 
requirements have delayed the project but the funds are still allocated to the project. 
 
This project will construct 21 Historical Street Lights one block west, one block east and 
one half block south of the Kaufmann Park at 3rd Street and Wheeler Avenue. The 
lighting will be constructed in similar appearance to street lights that existed in this 
location during the early 20th Century, a period that saw the construction of several 
buildings in the area that are now on the National Register of Historical Places. The 
nostalgic appeal will be another draw for shoppers, tourists and seekers of entertainment 
to an area well known for history, commerce and popular community events. 
 



The design of the foundations, poles and luminaires are based on photographs and other 
supporting historical documents as required by the grantee. 
 

Discussion 
 

A Project Programming Request was prepared by Public Works and approved by the 
Nebraska Department of Roads.  The estimate of the entire project, including preliminary 
engineering, environmental clearance and construction oversight is $189,540. 
Construction is anticipated to be completed in 2012. The Downtown Business 
Improvement District will provide local matching funds (20%) through funding awarded 
by the Community Redevelopment Authority in March 2011. 
 
The Project Program Agreement between the City of Grand Island and Nebraska 
Department of Roads specifies the various duties and funding responsibilities of this 
Federal-aid project. The Project Program Agreement must be executed before the project 
can move forward. 
 
The Project Program Agreement must be authorized by the Mayor’s signature for the 
City of Grand Island before it can be fully executed. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 
Public Works Administration recommends that the Council approve a resolution 
authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve authorization for the Mayor to sign the agreement. 

























































 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
May 19, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-126 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island Public Works Department prepared a Project 
Programming Request to the Nebraska Department of Roads for the 3rd Street and Wheeler Avenue 
Downtown Historical Lighting Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such request was approved by the Nebraska Department of Roads on June 
22, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total project cost is currently estimated at $189,540, with $37,908 being 
the responsibility of the Downtown Business Improvement District through funding awarded by the 
Community Redevelopment Authority in March 2011; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an agreement with the Nebraska Department of Roads is required to proceed 
with this project. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the agreement with the Nebraska Department of 
Roads for the 3rd Street and Wheeler Avenue Downtown Historical Lighting Project is hereby approved. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to 
execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island. 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, May 24, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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