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Subject: Juvenile Attention Center Interlocal Agreement 
 
Item #’s:  G-12 
 
Presenter(s): Steven Lamken, Police Chief 
 
 

Background 
 

The City and County have had an Interlocal Agreement where the County has provided a 
staff secure juvenile attention center for the holding of juveniles. The Center is staffed 
and used on an on call basis. The Interlocal provides for the City to pay the staff 
personnel costs of the adults monitoring the juveniles when the City places a juvenile at 
the Center. The reliability of finding on call staff has resulted in underuse of the Center. 
The County has arranged cont racting with a vendor to provide staffing when needed at 
the Center. Staffing costs have changed and a new Interlocal is needed to address the 
changes. 
 

Discussion 
 

The Police Department comes into contact with juveniles who need to be held for one 
purpose or another for extended periods of time before a more permanent disposition can 
be arranged for the juvenile. These juveniles cannot be incarcerated or “locked up” in a 
secure detention facility or jail. The Police Department is responsible for the care and 
supervision of these juveniles until their status is resolved. This can take anywhere from 
one or two hours to as long as a day. This creates a serious drain on Police Department 
resources as it requires us to assign an officer to constantly monitor the juvenile. It is 
costly and removes an officer from being in-service for duty.  
 
Hall County established a staff secure Juvenile Attention Center where such juveniles can 
be supervised and monitored by an adult. This is done at a County facility that has been 
set up for this specific purpose. The facility is used on an on call basis and is suppose to 
be available 24 hours a day. The City had an interlocal agreement with the County for use 
of the Center. The City was responsible for reimbursement of staff costs and the same 
conditions as set forth in the proposed interlocal.  
 



Hall County Juvenile Services manages the program and is responsible to have on call 
adult monitors available. Finding people to work as on call staff has been a problem due 
to the nature of the sporadic use of the Center. The County has made arrangements with a 
vendor to provide reliable staffing at the Center on an on call basis. The personnel costs 
for the services are more than in the previous agreement and require a new Interlocal 
Agreement. The staffing costs are more than the previous agreement but are far below the 
costs of having a Police Officer monitor the juvenile. The use of the Center also allows 
the Police Department to return an officer to service in the City.  
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue  

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Interlocal Agreement with 
Hall County for Juvenile Attention Services. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Hall County for the provision of juvenile 
attention center services to the City.  









 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
April 22, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-101 
 
 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Interlocal Cooperation Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §13-801 et seq., provides that 
units of local government of the State of Nebraska and Nebraska state agencies may enter into 
agreements for the joint and cooperative exercise of powers, privileges, or authority capable of being 
exercised by either agency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-801 provides that any one or more public agencies may 
contract with any one or more public agencies to perform any governmental service, activity, or other 
undertaking which each public agency entering into the contract is authorized by law to perform; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and County are public agencies as defined by Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-801; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County, through its Juvenile Services Department, now operates a juvenile 
attention center for the temporary safekeeping of juvenile offenders; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is beneficial to the City to use the juvenile attention center for the temporary 
safekeeping of juvenile offenders taken into custody by the City. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute the Interlocal Agreement with Hall County for the Provision of Juvenile Attention Services. 
 

- - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, April 26, 2011 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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