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Subject: Approving Union Pacific Railroad Pipeline Crossing 

Agreement for Lift Station #7 Disaster Recovery Project 
Area (Grant Street to Arthur Street, between Oklahoma 
Avenue and Phoenix Avenue) 

 
Item #’s:  G-11 
 
Presenter(s): Gary R. Mader, Interim Public Works Director 
 
 

Background 
 

The Lift Station #7 Disaster Recovery project is for work to update the pumping capacity 
of that lift station, located on Grant Street near Oklahoma Avenue, and to repair or 
replace as necessary broken and leaking sewer mains within the Lift Station #7 collection 
area. Lift Station #7 serves the general area from John Street to Stolley Park Road and 
from Ada Street to Harrison Street. 
 
On February 8, 2011 City Council approved the temporary construction easements 
needed for this project. The next step is to enter into an agreement with the Union Pacific 
Railroad (UPRR), for a sewer main crossing of the spur track to the PGS Power Plant. 
 

Discussion 
 

The UPRR requires the City to enter into a “Pipeline Crossing Agreement” for the 
installation of one 8 inch encased pipeline for transporting and conveying raw sewage 
only through their right-of-way. The City is also required to pay the UPRR a one-time 
License Fee of $1,500.00, upon the execution of this agreement. 
 
Without this agreement the City does not have legal access through the UPRR property 
and would not be able to complete the improvements associated with this project. 
 
 
 



Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve a resolution allowing the City 
to enter into the agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad to allow the Lift Station #7 
improvements to progress. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve a resolution allowing the City to enter into an agreement with the Union 
Pacific, allowing access through the railroad’s right-of-way. 





































 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
March 4, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-57 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in connection with the Lift Station #7 improvements a Pipeline Crossing 
Agreement is required by the Union Pacific Railroad in order for the City of Grand Island to cross their 
right-of-way with one 8 inch encased pipeline for transporting and conveying raw sewage only; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement also requires, upon execution, a one-time License Fee of 
$1,500.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City’s Legal 
Department. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island be, and hereby is, 
authorized to enter into the Pipeline Crossing Agreement with the Union Pacific Railroad in connection with 
the Lift Station #7 improvements. 
 

- - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, March 8, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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