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Subject: Consent and Waiver for Baird Holm to Represent the 

City of Grand Island 
 
Item #’s:  G-11 
 
Presenter(s): Mary Lou Brown, Finance Director 
 
 

Background  
 
Baird Holm LLP has represented the City of Grand Island as the City’s bond counsel for 
bonds issued from time to time by the City wherein Ameritas Investment Corp 
(Ameritas) has served as the bond underwriter. With the upcoming bond refinancings, 
Baird Holm will continue to represent the City. Baird Holm LLP has served, and 
continues to serve, (1) as bond counsel and underwriter’s counsel to Ameritas on various 
matters unrelated to the City, and (2) as special counsel to the City on various matters, 
including its role as bond counsel. Because of this, Baird Holm can not represent the City 
in connection with its Bond issues without the consent of both parties. 
 

Discussion 
 

Ameritas consents to Baird Holm LLP representing the City in connection with its Bond 
Issues and that Baird Holm LLP will not be representing the interests of Ameritas in the 
City’s Bond Issues. Ameritas understands that Baird Holm LLP will not be able to share 
any confidential information it might obtain in connection with the City’s Bond Issues 
without the consent of the City. 
 
In the event of litigation or a contentious dispute between Ameritas and the City in 
connection with any of the City’s Bond Issues, Baird Holm LLP would not represent any 
party in such dispute. In the event of such contentious dispute or litigation, Baird Holm 
LLP would withdraw as counsel for the City with respect to such matter. 
 
Leading up to, during and after Baird Holm’s representation of the City in connection 
with the City’s Bond Issues, (1) Baird Holm LLP may continue to represent Ameritas on 
matters unrelated to the City and the City’s Bond Issues, and (2) Baird Holm LLP may 
represent the City on matters unrelated to the City’s Bond Issues. 



 
Alternatives 

 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve the consent to and waiver of Baird Holm LLP’s 
representation as set forth in the attached letter. 

2. Postpone the issue to a future meeting. 
3. Take no action. 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the consent to and waiver of 
Baird Holm LLP’s representation as set forth in the attached letter. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the consent to and waiver of Baird Holm LLP’s representation as set 
forth in the attached letter. 









 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
January 19, 2011 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2011-23 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Ameritas consents to Baird Holm LLP representing the City in connection with its 
Bond Issues and that Baird Holm LLP will not be representing the interests of Ameritas in the City’s 
Bond Issues; and   
 
 WHEREAS, Ameritas understands that Baird Holm LLP will not be able to share any 
confidential information it might obtain in connection with the City’s Bond Issues without the consent of 
the City; and  
 
 WHEREAS, In the event of litigation or a contentious dispute between Ameritas and the City in 
connection with any of the City’s Bond Issues, Baird Holm LLP would not represent any party in such 
dispute; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In the event of such contentious dispute or litigation, Baird Holm LLP would withdraw 
as counsel for the City with respect to such matter; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Leading up to, during and after Baird Holm’s representation of the City in connection 
with the City’s Bond Issues, (1) Baird Holm LLP may continue to represent Ameritas on matters unrelated 
to the City and the City’s Bond Issues, and (2) Baird Holm LLP may represent the City on matters 
unrelated to the City’s Bond Issues; and 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that: 
 
 The attached letter accurately sets forth the understanding among Baird Holm LLP, 
Amiertas and the City of Grand Island and our consent to and waiver of Baird Holm LLP’s representation.  
The Mayor is so authorized to sign the Consent and Waiver document. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, January 25, 2011. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Jay Vavricek, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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