
Item G17
#2010-334 - Approving Contract for Crime Mapping Services
 

Tuesday, November 23, 2010
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Steve Lamken

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
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Item #’s:  G-17 
 
Presenter(s): Steven Lamken, Police Chief 
 
 

Background 
 

The Police Department would like to provide the citizens of our community a crime 
mapping service on our web site. Crime mapping services provide a software package 
that allows the community to observe where selected crimes occur in the City over a 
specific period of time. The Omega Group is offering to implement their 
“CrimeMapping” software program with the Police Department for one year at no cost 
for the service. The annual cost for the service would be $100 per month or $1200 a year 
after the first year if the Police Department would continue the service. The Police 
Department is not obligated to maintain the service after the first year if funding is not 
available. 

 
Discussion 

 
The Omega Group is a software company that provides the City’s GIS software. They 
offer a crime mapping software package called “CrimeMapping.” CrimeMapping 
software takes basic information from selected police offenses and then displays them on 
a map of the City using symbols to designate the different types of offenses. The Omega 
Group also establishes a link to access the CrimeMapping software from the Police 
Department web page. This allows anyone to access the crime information from the 
Police Department web site. 
 
Each selected category of crime is displayed with a unique symbol. Basic information 
about the crime such as type of crime, case number, date, and location will appear when a 
user clicks on a symbol. The Police Department will select the types of crimes and the 
reporting period, that will be displayed on the CrimeMapping site. Once the initial setup 
is achieved, the CrimeMapping software retrieves the crime data from our records 



management software without additional Police Department personnel resources being 
needed to serve the site. 
 
The Omega Group will install and provide CrimeMapping to the Police Department for 
one year free of costs. The Police Department has ability to decide to maintain the service 
or cancel the service after the first year. There would be no costs if the Department 
decided to cancel the service after the first year. The annual fee to maintain the service 
after the first year is $1200 per year. This is competitive with another similar company 
that would charge $99 per month for their service. The Police Department can cancel the 
contract any year with notice. 
 
The Cities of Lincoln and Omaha Police Departments provide CrimeMapping to their 
communities on their web sites if you would like to see how the service works. We are 
not proposing to provide narratives as provided on the Lincoln site as it would require our 
staff time to post and enter the narratives. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 
2. Postpone the issue to future date 
3. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the contract with The Omega 
Group Inc. to provide “CrimeMapping” software services to the Police Department at no 
cost for the first year of service and an annual cost of $1,200 per year for additional 
service. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the contract with The Omega Group Inc. to provide “CrimeMapping” 
software services to the Police Department at no cost for the first year of service and an 
annual cost of $1,200 per year for additional service and authorize the Mayor to sign all 
related documents. 



















 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
November 18, 2010 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2010-334 
 
 
 
 WHEREAS, The Grand Island Police Department’s goal is to provide more information to 
citizens about crime in Grand Island, and  
 
 WHEREAS, The Omega Group provides CrimeMapping software services that allow law 
enforcement agencies to provide crime data information on their web site, and 
 
 WHEREAS, CrimeMapping software works with the City’s GIS software and the Police 
Department’s records management software, and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Omega Group will install and provide the CrimeMapping program free 
for one year with competitive costs for additional years of service 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute the contract for the CrimeMapping program with The Omega Group. 
 

--- 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, November 23, 2010. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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