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Pacific Railroad for Water Main Project 2009-W-1 
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Presenter(s): Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
 
 

Background  
 
The City of Grand Island has an existing 12” diameter water main that crosses under the 
Union Pacific tracks at Cedar Street. The line was installed in 1932 (CD 19463) and is 
one of only twelve pipelines in the distribution system that traverses the mainline tracks. 
 
In November, 2008, the 78 year old cast- iron main broke within the railroad’s right-of-
way. As was standard practice decades ago, the main was installed without a protective 
steel outer casing. The years of stress placed on the pipe likely caused the break. 
Fortunately, the break was not adjacent to the mainline track and repairs were able to be 
made with limited disruption. 
 
Due to the age of the pipe and the possibility of another pipeline failure and resulting 
damage to the Union Pacific Mainline, it is proposed to replace this section of pipeline. 
The project would provide directional bore for a new 24” diameter steel casing under the 
tracks at Cedar Street, and installation of a new 12” ductile- iron water main within the 
casing. The replacement would extend approximately 445 lf between South Front Street 
and North Front Street. This proposed project is included in the 2010-2011 Water 
Department Budget. 
 
A map of the crossing area is attached for reference. 
 

Discussion 
 

Union Pacific has a number of requirements regarding crossing of their right-of-way by 
other utilities. The Department submitted detailed plans for the construction of the 



crossing for the railroad’s review and has received from the railroad their proposed 
agreement for the project. The crossing agreement includes a license fee payment of 
$7,100.00. 
 

Alternatives 
 

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Pipeline Crossing 
Agreement with Union Pacific Railroad. 
 

Sample Motion 
 

Move to approve the Pipeline Crossing Agreement with Union Pacific Railroad. 









































 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
October 22, 2010 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2010-298 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the construction of Water Main Project 2009-W-1 will require crossing the 
Union Pacific railroad tracks at Cedar Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Union Pacific Railroad requires a Pipeline Crossing Agreement to be 
entered into for persons crossing its property for such purposes with a one-time lease payment of 
$7,100.00; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney’s office has reviewed the proposed Pipeline Crossing 
Agreement. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Pipeline Crossing Agreement, by and between 
the City and the Union Pacific Railroad Company, for the construction and maintenance of Water Main 
Project 2009-W-1 at the Cedar Street Crossing, is hereby approved; and the Mayor is hereby authorized 
to sign such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, October 26, 2010. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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