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Background  

 
The Nebraska Children and Families Foundation (NCFF) offered the City, through the 
Coalition for Children (CfC), an opportunity to enhance resources and support for youth 
with foster care experience in our community and in Nebraska. NCFF has funded a 
variety of programs and collaboration building activities in Grand Island for almost 15 
years. For the past four years, the CfC has been building mutual community partnerships, 
with guidance from NCFF, in preparation for this and other projects that enhance the 
Child Well-being Prevention System of Care. 
 
The CfC invited Coalition members and other interested parties to submit proposals to 
conduct the work outlined by NCFF to create a local Foster Youth Council. Court 
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) submitted a proposal and has agreed to carry out 
the scope of work as outlined in Attachment A: Scope of Services (Items A and C) and to 
meet grant requirements identified in the Independent Contractor Agreement between the 
City and NCFF. 
 

Discussion  
 
The Foster Youth Advisor and Council Development offer generally includes: 

• Financial support of up to $10,000 to select and provide funding for a part-time 
staff person to enhance and support a local Nebraska Foster Youth Council 
(NFYC) Chapter.  

• Additional financial support of up to $2,000 for facilitating monthly Nebraska 
Foster Youth Council meetings in Central Nebraska 

• Technical support to assist in creating a strategic plan for foster youth  
• $1,000 for community partner meeting expenses  

 



The City will act as fiscal agent. The Coalition for Children in collaboration with 
Community Development will work with CASA to carry out the Scope of Work, Items A 
and C, between October 1, 2010 and January 31, 2011.  
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Approve the Memorandum of Understanding  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 

 
Recommendation 

 
City administration recommends that Council approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding. 
 

Sample Motion 
 

Move to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Coalition for Children and 
Court Appointed Special Advocates for the specified project and authorize the Mayor to 
sign all related documents. 















MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
NEBRASKA FOSTER YOUTH COUNCIL INITIATIVE 

 
 This Memorandum of Understanding is approved and executed on this 12th day of 

October, 2010, by THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND (The City), COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL 

ADVOCATES (CASA), and the COALITION FOR CHILDREN (CfC).  

 I. Project Description.  

 The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to state the general terms, 

conditions, scope of work and commitments of respective parties to administer and meet the 

contract specifications of the “Nebraska Foster Youth Council” grant award to the City of Grand 

Island by the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation. This document will outline the 

understanding between the parties to this agreement to enhance resources and supports for 

youth with foster care experience in Grand Island and surrounding communities through a 

collaborative assessment and planning process.   

 II. Background.  

 The Nebraska Children and Families Foundation (NCFF) offered the City, through the 

CfC, an opportunity to enhance resources and support for youth with foster care experience in 

our community and in Nebraska.. NCFF has funded a variety of programs and collaboration 

building activities in Grand Island for almost 15 years. For the past four years, the CfC has been 

building mutual community partnerships, with guidance from NCFF, in preparation for this and 

other projects that enhance the Child Well-being Prevention System of Care.  

 The CfC invited Coalition members and other interested parties to submit proposals to 

conduct the work outlined by NCFF to create a local Foster Youth Council. CASA submitted a 

proposal and has agreed to carry out the scope of work as outlined in Attachment A: Scope of 

Services and to meet grant requirements identified in the Independent Contractor Agreement 

between the City and NCFF.  

III.   Recitals. 

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island, a Nebraska Municipal Corporation, is an eligible 

applicant, collaborates with the Coalition for Children and Court Appointed Special Advocates. 

and has received a grant award for funding the creation of a Foster Youth Council in Central 

Nebraska; and   

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation has asked the Coalition for 

Children to identify a Host Agency for this project; and 

 WHEREAS, Court Appointed Special Advocates has expressed interest and intent to act 

in the capacity of Host Agency in collaboration with the Coalition for Children; and   

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
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IV.  Roles and Responsibilities 

 
City of Grand Island, Hall County, Nebraska will 
 

• Act as the fiscal agent for the cooperative agreement;  
 
• Ensure compliance with spending and reporting requirements of NCFF;   

 
• Support the collaborative efforts of the project by providing meeting space and other  

 support; 
 

• Designate staff members from appropriate departments (i.e. the Police Department and  
Community Development Division) to participate on the Coalition for Children; 
 

• Approve the proposed project budget in collaboration with the CfC and expenditures for 
reimbursement. 

 
Coalition for Children, local collaborative for Child Well-being, will 
 

• Identify the Host Agency 

• Collaborate with Director and staff of CASA support NFYC Chapter activities and events;  

• Oversee Host Agency deliverables 
 

• Participate on Community Youth Partnership Board 
 

• Assist in community engagement and NFYC Chapter Start-Up  
 

• In collaboration with CASA and NCFF, create a Foster Youth Council, community 
environmental scan, and a local Community Partnership Board during Phase 1;  Phase 2 
includes the development of a sustainability plan and a final Project Everlast Plan 

 
• Approve the proposed project budget. 

 
Court Appointed Special Advocates will 
 

• Dedicate employed staff members and volunteers to provide the services outlined in 
Attachment A: Scope of Services; 

 
• Support growth of the collaborative effort; 
 
• Submit monthly documentation to the CfC and the City on progress meeting outlines in 

Attachment A: Scope of Work and the Foster Youth Initiative;  
 
• Submit financial documentation for all expenditures attributable to allowable costs; 
 
• Maintain confidentiality about youth participating in the Foster Youth Council;  

 
• Provide facilities for program service objectives; 
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• In collaboration with CASA and NCFF, create a Foster Youth Council, community 
environmental scan, and a local Community Partnership Board during Phase 1;  Phase 2 
includes the development of a sustainability plan and a final Project Everlast Plan 

  
 V.  Time Line.   

 The beginning and ending dates of this collaborative effort would coincide with the 

approved NCFF grant period of October 1, 2010 to January 31, 2011, or any subsequent 

extension or amendment as approved by NCFF. Any previously approved MOU will become null 

and void as of the effective date of this document.  

 VI.   Nothing in this MOU is intended to create a legal partnership, joint venture, or 

agency relationship between the parties. 

 VII. The City of Grand Island reserves the right to withdraw from participation in this 

agreement at any time during the grant period.  

 

 VIII.  Funding 

This MOU includes the reimbursement of funds between the two parties.   

The Foster Youth Advisor and Council Development offer generally includes: 

• Financial support of up to $10,000 to select and provide funding for a part-time staff 
person to enhance and support a local Nebraska Foster Youth Council (NFYC) Chapter.  
 

• Additional financial support of up to $2,000 for facilitating monthly Nebraska Foster 
Youth Council meetings in Central Nebraska 
 

• Technical support from NCFF to assist in creating a strategic plan for foster youth 
 

• $1,000 for community partner meeting expenses  
 

 IX.  Record Retention 

 All records must be retained for three years from fiscal closure. This requirement applies 

to fiscal records, reports and client information. Supporting documentation may be kept at the 

subcontractor level, but must be available for review for three years from the date of quarterly 

claim submittal. Any costs that cannot be substantiated by source documents will be disallowed 

as charges to the project. 

 

      X. Future Amendments.   

 Occasionally the undersigned may jointly desire to amend the terms of this 

Memorandum of Understanding for any future agreement.  Such consent shall not be 

unreasonably withheld but must be acknowledged in writing by all original parties to this 

Memorandum of Understanding before going into effect. 
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APPROVAL 
 
 We, the undersigned have read and agree with this MOU.  Further, we have reviewed 
the portion of the proposed project budget pertaining to the collaborative effort described here, 
and approve it. 
 
 
By ________________________________ 
Diana Meyer, Executive Director 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
 
Date _______________________________ 
 
 
By_________________________________ 
Robbie Wilke, Board Chair 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
 

 
By _____________________________ 
Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
City of Grand Island 
 
Date __October 12, 2010___________ 
 

 
By_________________________________ 
 
By_________________________________ 
 
By_________________________________ 
 
By_________________________________ 
 
Coalition for Children Steering Committee 
 
Date ___________________________ 
 

 
 
(Dave Reed) 
 
(Randy See) 
 
(Beth Schuler) 
 
(Joni Kuzma, Grant administrator) 

 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
 
Date____________________________ 
 

 
 

 



 Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 

October 7, 2010 ¤  City Attorney 

 R E S O L U T I O N    2010-280 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation is awarded a Foster Youth 
Advisory and Council Development grant to the City of Grand Island; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the grant includes financial support of up to $13,000 to complete a community 
assessment and strategic plan for foster youth;  
 
 WHEREAS, a Foster Youth Council must be formed and a community assessment completed 
by January 31, 2011, or as amended or extended by the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Coalition for Children sought independent proposals for a Host Agency to 
coordinate the project in collaboration with Coalition members and Community Development; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) submitted a proposal and has 
agreed to carry out the Scope of Work as identified by the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Coalition will work closely with CASA in completing the project; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Grand Island will serve as fiscal agent for dispersing grant funds and 
monitoring expenses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding has been prepared outlining the responsibilities 
of the City of Grand Island, the Coalition for Children and Court Appointed Special Advocates;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Memorandum of Understanding between the City, the 
Coalition for Children and Court Appointed Special Advocates is approved and that the Mayor is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute any related documents on behalf of the City of Grand Island for such 
agreement. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, October 12, 2010. 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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