
Item G8
#2010-56 - Approving Amended HIPPA Business Associate 
Agreement with Golden Living
 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Jon Rosenlund

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Jon Rosenlund, Emergency Mgt. Director 
 
Meeting:  December 23, 2010 
 
Subject: HIPPA Business Associate Agreement 
 
Item #’s:  G-8 
 
Presenter(s): Jon Rosenlund, Emergency Mgt. Director 
 
 

Background 
 

Changes in the laws regarding medical information and privacy require that the Grand 
Island Emergency Center enter into an updated “business associate” agreement with other 
HIPPA regulated facilities. 
 

Discussion 
 

As an emergency medical dispatch agency, the Grand Island Emergency Center staff 
receive and broadcast appropriate medical information regarding a patient’s signs, 
symptoms and location in order to provide an adequate emergency response. Thus, by 
managing certain details of a person’s health and medical information, the GIEC must 
meet certain regulations of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 
1996 (HIPPA). 
 
Changes to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) requires that 
all organizations which are defined in HIPPA as a “business associates” enter into 
amended “business associate” agreements to meet changes in the law. A copy of such an 
amended and updated agreement was provided by Golden Living, a senior care center 
within our jurisdiction, to complete this requirement between the GIEC and Golden 
Living. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 



2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve this updated and amended 
“business associate” agreement with Golden Living 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to enter into this amended and updated “business associate” agreement with 
Golden Living. 

















 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
February 18, 2010 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2010-56 
 
 
 WHEREAS, with the passage of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 
2009 brought changes to the Privacy and security Rules of the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPPA); and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of those changes is the manner in which organizations who meet the 
HIPPA definition of “business associate” are regulated under the new law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Grand Island Emergency Center would be considered a “business 
associate” of Golden Living facilities, by receiving emergency medical information and broadcasting 
necessary emergency response information to responding agencies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, according to the new ARRA law, business associate agreements are required 
to be amended and updated to include these latest changes; 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, to enter into an amended and updated business 
associate agreement addendum provided to Council. 
 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 23, 2010. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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