
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, December 22, 2015

Council Session

Item I-3

#2015-348 - Consideration of Resolution to Transfer the Veterans 
Home Property from the State of Nebraska to the City of Grand 
Island

Staff Contact: Marlan Ferguson

Grand Island Council Session - 12/22/2015 Page 1 / 14



Council Agenda Memo 

From: Robert J. Sivick, City Attorney

Meeting: December 22, 2015

Subject: Consideration of Resolution Supporting the Transfer of 
Ownership of the Grand Island Veterans Home from the 
State of Nebraska to the City of Grand Island

Presenter(s): Marlan V. Ferguson, City Administrator

Background

Throughout 2015 City of Grand Island (City) officials and members of the Mayor’s 
Special Committee have communicated and negotiated with the State of Nebraska (State) 
seeking transfer of ownership of the Grand Island Veterans Home (Veterans Home) to 
the City. Earlier this month State and City officials jointly announced a tentative 
agreement and schedule to convey title of the Veterans Home to the City.

Discussion

The November 13, 2015 Nebraska Department of Administrative Services White Paper 
sets forth the tentative terms and schedule for the transfer of ownership of the Veterans 
Home to the City. The City Attorney reviewed the terms and schedule contained in the 
White Paper and approves of its content. The first step in the transfer of the ownership of 
the Veterans Home is the approval of Resolution 2015-348 before the Council for 
consideration this evening. If approved the State will execute a Quitclaim Deed for the 
portion of the Veterans Home real estate presently used for agricultural and recreational 
purposes along with the Veterans Cemetery. Further transfer of Veterans Home real 
estate and improvements will be carried out by State and City officials dependent on 
planned construction of a new Veterans Home in Kearney, the relocation of Veterans 
Home residents, and the vacation of the State from Veterans Home land and buildings. 
Most importantly, the approval of Resolution 2015-348 will serve as the City’s formal 
commitment to the transfer of ownership of the Veterans Home and allow both State and 
City officials to begin working on necessary details to accomplish the complete transfer 
sometime in the next several years.
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Alternatives

It appears the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  The 
Council may:

1. Move to approve.
2. Refer the issue to a Committee.
3. Postpone the issue to future date.
4. Take no action on the issue.

Recommendation

The City Administration recommends the approval of Resolution 2015-348.

Sample Motion

Move to approve Resolution 2015-348. 
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
December 18, 2015 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2015-348

WHEREAS, over the course of the last year State of Nebraska and City of Grand 
Island officials have been meeting and communicating regarding the future use of the Grand 
Island Veterans Home; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the State of Nebraska and the City of 
Grand Island title to the real estate and improvements comprising the Grand Island Veterans 
Home be transferred from the State to the City in accordance with the tentative schedule set forth 
in the November 13, 2015 White Paper prepared by the Nebraska Department of Administrative 
Services; and

WHEREAS, the State of Nebraska has agreed to transfer to the City that portion 
of the Grand Island Veterans Home real estate presently being used for agricultural and 
recreational purposes along with the Veterans Cemetery; and

WHEREAS, the proposed matter as stated above has been reviewed and approved 
by the City Attorney.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA,

That the City of Grand Island accepts conveyance from the State of Nebraska to title to real 
estate located at the Grand Island Veterans Home site presently being used for agricultural and 
recreational use along with the Veterans Cemetery.  Furthermore, City staff is directed to take all 
necessary action to effect the eventual transfer of title to real estate and improvements pursuant 
to the terms and tentative schedule set forth in the November 13, 2015 Nebraska Department of 
Administrative Services White Paper.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, December 22, 2015.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Nicki Stoltenberg
Assistant to the City Administrator 
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