
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, November 10, 2015

Council Session

Item G-17

#2015-311 - Approving Renewal of the South Central Area Law 
Enforcement Services (SCALES) Interlocal Agreement

Staff Contact: Steven Lamken
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Steven Lamken, Police Chief

Meeting: November 10, 2015

Subject: Renewal of the South Central Area Law Enforcement 
Services, SCALES, Interlocal Agreement

Presenter(s): Steven Lamken, Police Chief

Background

The Grand Island Police Department has been a member of the South Central Area Law 
Enforcement Services, SCALES, Compact for over a decade. SCALES was formed to 
provide for local law enforcement agencies from the Tri County area to share law 
enforcement resources and jointly sponsor specialized training for member agencies. The 
Police Department has benefited from membership in SCALES. The interlocal agreement 
expires August 1, 2016 and we are requesting to continue to participate in SCALES. All 
member agencies pay $1000 annually for SCALES membership.

Discussion

SCALES is an interlocal compact of Tri County area law enforcement agencies who have 
joined together to share law enforcement resources when needed and to jointly provide 
specialized training for members of compact agencies. The Grand Island Police 
Department has called upon SCALES to provide support in the past for in-custody death 
investigations and events such as the President’s visit to Grand Island.  In turn, our 
department has provided support to other agencies in the compact for investigations and 
special operations. 

SCALES agency investigators meet periodically to share information and intelligence on 
criminal activity in the area. These meetings create stronger working relationships among 
agencies in addition to sharing information and intelligence.

SCALES also pools the membership fees and brings quality specialized training classes 
into the SCALES area each year. This maximizes the effectiveness of our funds. A recent 
example is that the Department had several officers attend a two day interview and 
interrogation class that SCALES brought to Kearney. The cost of sending one officer out 
of state to a similar class would have cost as much as our annual SCALES membership 
fee. The specialized training made available is a valuable bonus to membership.
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SCALES is a proven cooperative agreement among thirteen regional Police and Sheriff’s 
agencies that benefits all members. The Police Department is requesting the Council 
approve the renewal of the interlocal agreement so that the Mayor can sign it when it is 
routed to our department.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council approve the renewal of the South 
Central Area Law Enforcement Services, SCALES, Interlocal Agreement.

Sample Motion

Move to approve the renewal of the South Central Area Law Enforcement Services, 
SCALES, Interlocal Agreement.
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IATTERLOCAL AGREE,TE,VT FOR COOPERATIVE LATY EA{FORCEMENT
SERWCES

rHE c o uN rr E s g! 1!4!rs : ; ; lYri:t;;f, o 
^, 

pH E L ps, ME kRr c K ANDHALL, THE CITIES OF GRAND ISLAA'D, NASAiCS, KEARNEY, HOLDREGE,
LEXINGTO!{, ALTRORA, A]VD COZAD

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this _ day of2016, bv and betrveen the Counties of Adams, B;ffui;,;.rr*"lirr.Lr 
^a;e "raHall and the cities of Grand Island. Hastings. K.u*.1, Holdrege, Lexington, Aurora, andCozad, all being a^bodies politic and corporate and political subdil.isions of the state ofNebraska, hereinafter referred to collectively'as the^''parties,' and individually as a"Part.v." WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to form an alliance among lar.v enforcementagencies of the Parties known as SCALE s (south Centlral Area Law Enforcementservices) to: promote cooperation amon-q such agencies to combat crime in the mosteffective manner possible: pror"ide for jolnt acqulsition oieqr,ip-ent and materials; andallor,v for cooperative sharing and utirization of in'estigative resources; and

WHEREAS, the Interlocal cooperation Act. Neb. Rer.. Stat. $ r3-g01, et seq.proYides that units of local goverrrment of the state oTNJraska and Nebraska stateagencies may enter into agreement for the joint and .oop..atil,e exercir" oilo*..rr,prir ileges, or authodty capable of being exercised b1. either agency; and

WHEREAS. Neb. Rer,'. Stat. $13-g01 pro'ides that any one or more publicagencies may contract \.vith any one *n'o.. public agencies to perform anygovemmental sen'ice, actir"itl', or other undertaking tin.n eachpublic ug*.y enteringinto the contract is authorized b1. lalr.to perform: aid

WHEREAS" Counties and the Cities are pubiic agencies as defined by Neb. Rev.Stat. 913-801; and r - --D-^

WHEREAS, Ngb.Rer'.Stat ' S2g-215 authorizes municipalities and counries toenter into contracts 
'l'ith 

any' other municipalitl' o, .oun,1:ior law enforcement services orjoint larv enforcement services."

Now, THEREFOM. the parties mutuaily-co\.enant and agree as follows:

1) Term. This agreement shall ha'e a term of fir.e (5) years commencing August l,2016' Said agreement shall automaticallv rene*'i;;" more than fir,e successiveterms of one year each unless rvritten notice of the non-rene\\'al is provided by thenon-rene\'ving partl' to the other parties not less than 60 davs prior io trr. .rpiration ofthe then cunent term.
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2) Termination' This agreement ma1'be terminated at any time. rvith or rvithout cause.upon the mutual consent of a majoritl,of the...u., parties.

3) withdralval' An1'Part1'ma1-rvithdra*-from this agreement at any time, with orr.vithout cause, upon providing to the non_u,ithdrar.i.ir_e par-ties a u,.ritten notice of such
;;li#ll.fl.siven 

noi ress thai sixtl'(60) da1.s prio, io the effective date orthe

1) Governance' The activities of the cooperati'e under-taking shall be govemed by.aboard comprised of the Sheriff or chieiof Poti..rro. each of the parties, hereinafterreferred to as the o'Board." 
The Board shall meet noit.r, than lwo times eachcalendar year' The Board shall select us ofii..rr-u .huirp..ron and u ,..r"tury *rroshall serve terms of one 1'ear' A quorum of not less than a majority.of the Board shaljbe required to take action- All questions before the Board shall be determined bvmajorit}'vote of the members present. The Board may'adopt such by-laws and iulesof procedure as deemed appropriate by.the Board.

5) cooperafive Powers and Authoriq'. Each pan1"s chief of police or Sheriffmaysupply manpower and other resources. *hen a'u'ailable, upon the request of a party toassist with any ra*,'enforcement activiti., in.i;J;;. iut not iimited to:

3) the investigation or prer,,ention of any. crime:b) the se^,'ice and execution of anl.search u.arrant, andc) making of any arrest.

6) Lalv Enforcement Pow'ers. An1'sherifl deputy'sheriff, marshal. deputy marshal,police officer or peace officer emplol.ed Ul 
".i'p""ilrfrat have the power andauthority to enforce the lar,r's of the Siate of xebrast a und to perform the functions ofhis or her office anl'rr,'here r.i,ithin the geo_erapil;;;;ry.of any parry q,hen acting orparticipating in a cooperative investigatiJn ;."";.;;ive rarv enforcement activitv atthe request of any'Party''s Sheriff or chief of police or an authorized desig";;;i;;;'such Sheriffor chief of porice. vr *'qslrlvrrz\-u'trsrll

7) claims and Indemnitl" At all times *'hile acting or parricipating in a cooperativeinYestigation or cooperatir,'e lau, enforce.""i 
".,ii 

lr;:;* such participating sheriff,deputy sheritT, marshal. deput)'marshal, police ornc., or peace officer shall remainthe employee of the ratty' supptf ing such officer. Each partl'shall provide liability

uT|";; "nd 
indemnification for iis o\.vn personnei as provideo in i.leb.Rev.stat.

8) Modification' This Agreement ma1'be modified bv w.ritten agreement of the parties.

9) No separate Entitl" There shall be no separare legai entity,created through thisinterlocal cooperation a,qreement. Said agreem.n, irrurl^u. jointly adminisiered by.theBoard as provided in seition 4, above.
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l0) Properfl" Any ploq:rt)' acquired or made a'ailable b1. any parry to this agreementfor the purposes of this ugr..-.nr sharl remai; il;;rop.rty-of the party acquirin_e ormaking such property a'ailabl. uno ,rrurl-iffi;rJd of such parry as provided bvlaw, reguiation. or oidinun.. _eorl.*in_e the same. 
t or sucn party as prc

a) Any propertl'acquired jointll shali, upon termination, be equitably distributedamong the Parties based upon the Parties' n""".Lr contributions toward the
flffi11T 

and mainrenance of anl'zuch.prop.nl.. r, the event any party withdrawsai.**ffi :ilH:;H'j,1T:*i::":T:;'ilffi fi11 ji*i;;l*l;il1n""
withdrarvin-e Partl"s financial contributions tor.vard the purchase and maintenance_ of any such jointl,v- held propeny.

b) Any property to be purchurJJ uno.lointll,held b1.rhe parties shall be purchased

ffi il::::"",i:fJi.Ji,ili::nI,,u,ui.,uppii.uur.,;;;p;;lXi,*,r,.
c) Any surplus or unusable jointll' held propertl, shail be disposed pursuant to therules or statutes applicabie to t-h. part.r, makiil; disposition on behalf of theParties' The proceeds of an1'sale or iirporlt-l-o-n oiyointtl,held property shall beequitablt' distributed among-the p*i.r il"r.;;; the parries, financiarcontributions toward the pulchase and maintenance of any such propertl..d) an inventory of alr properrl' jointtr.irerd;;;;;;" on the disposition of an'joint propertl'sold' ituntt tt'.d or disposed oraurlng the prior twerve months shall

ljiTli:d to the citv'or coun^' ci5* "i.".;-;;, on or prior to April 1 or

I 1) Finances' This agreement shall be financed b1' funds ar,-airable to the parties hereto.
l2) Provision of Assistance. Pursuant to the interrocal cooperation Act, any party tothis a_ereement, in the part;,.,s sole d;

iease,"ii"e, o, otr'.,or,. p;o; id. ;;irlllrlrl#ilrlxflxt,ffi}::::::"il::,'"tt;",
be r'vithin the partl''s legal porver i" r"*irrr' 

-'rvrss'rs vclsuiurcl ano servlce

I 3) Additional Agreements.

a) The pro'isions o-f this agreement shali not be construed to impose an obli_eationon any Partl'to this agreement to respond to a request fo. assistan"". iiu.ry ti-.assistance is requested, the partl'so requested ma-r-, for any reason, deem itadvisable 
"o,l: lesglnd and ma1 ," ;'f";;. iq#r,ins parry.b) This agreement shail become e#ective for each puil:*tr.n that party byordinance, motion or resolution uaoft, lt ,p;;il., ,n,, agreement andauthorizes the proper official to execute this agreement.c) Additionar cities or counries -u1: b..o-. p;;;;;;^r't,, u*r.._enr uponacceptance and execution of this asreement, and upon approval by the governingbodies of the parties alreadv a part), to this agreement.
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Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
November 6, 2015 ¤  City Attorney

R E S O L U T I O N    2015-311

WHEREAS, the Grand Island Police Department has been a member of the South 
Central Area Law Enforcement Services, SCALES, Interlocal for several years; and

WHEREAS, Membership in SCALES provides for the sharing of resources, the 
exchange of information and specialized training opportunities for officers; and

WHEREAS, the SCALES Interlocal Agreement needs to be renewed by August 
1, 2016.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, Move to approve the renewal of the South Central 
Area Law Enforcement Services, SCALES, Interlocal Agreement and have the Mayor sign the 
Interlocal Agreement at a later date when circulated to the City.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, November 10, 2015.

_______________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk
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