
City of Grand Island
Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Council Session

Item G-5

#2015-106 - Approving Contract for Architectural Services for 
Remodel of the Utilities Dept. Electric Service Center - 1116 W. N. 
Front Street

Staff Contact: Tim Luchsinger, Stacy Nonhof
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Council Agenda Memo

From: Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director
Stacy Nonhof, Assistant City Attorney

Meeting: April 28, 2015

Subject: Approving Contract for Architectural Services for the 
Electric Service Center Building at 1116 W. N. Front

Item #’s: G-5

Presenter(s): Timothy Luchsinger, Utilities Director

Background

The facilities for the electric distribution division of the Utilities Department include the 
north side of the 1100 Block of West North Front Street. These facilities are the Service 
Center Building, warehouse, and a vehicle storage building, as well as outdoor 
transformer storage. These buildings were constructed in the mid 1960’s specifically for 
use by the electric construction crews and are used primarily to store vehicles, equipment, 
and to provide offices, restrooms, crew training, and break rooms.

The area has been developed over time as the Department has grown, with additional 
property and buildings added over the last 50 years, and now occupy the entire block 
between Lincoln and Washington Streets. A small addition was made in the 1990’s to 
add a woman’s restroom and storage rooms, however, the office area of the Service 
Center Building has not been remodeled in over 50 years. This space was originally 
designed for one-third of the amount of employees it is currently serving and the existing 
truck bays attached to the building were originally built for vehicles smaller than those in 
current use. 

The Department would like to construct an addition to the existing east vehicle storage 
building and convert some of the current vehicle storage area in the Service Center 
Building to office area, as well as improve material receiving and vehicle load-out 
workflow for work assignments. 

Discussion

A Request for Proposal was developed and sent to five local and regional architectural 
firms, and advertised in the Grand Island Daily Independent on February 16, 2015. Four 
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proposals were opened on March 12, 2015. The estimate for this work was $100,000 with 
funds for the architectural services included in the 2014/2015 Budget.

After extensive discussion and review, Department staff determined the architectural firm 
of JEO Architecture Inc., of Lincoln, Nebraska, with offices and services being provided 
from the Grand Island offices, would be the best to evaluate space requirements, provide 
remodeling recommendations, and perform construction management of the Service 
Center Building and the addition of the new truck bays. 

Since space requirements and recommendations have yet to be determined, it is 
recommended that this project be awarded using a phased approach. The first phase 
would include a not-to-exceed cost of $45,000 as listed in their proposal, to develop the 
conceptual designs. Additional phases would follow as defined in the conceptual design.  
Each additional phase would be brought back to Council for approval as an addendum to 
the original contract.

Alternatives

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may:

1. Move to approve
2. Refer the issue to a Committee
3. Postpone the issue to future date
4. Take no action on the issue

Recommendation

City Administration recommends that the Council award the contract for Architectural 
Services for the Utilities Service Center Building at 1116 West North Front Street, to 
JEO Architecture Inc., of Lincoln, Nebraska, with a first phase cost not to exceed 
$45,000.

Sample Motion

Move to award the contract for Architectural Services for the Utilities Service Center 
Building to JEO Architecture Inc., of Lincoln, Nebraska, with a first phase cost not to 
exceed $45,000.
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Purchasing Division of Legal Department
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

  
Stacy Nonhof, Purchasing Agent

Working Together for a
                    Better Tomorrow, Today

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR 

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES PROJECT 2015-AS-1

RFP DUE DATE: March 12, 2015 at 4:15 p.m.

DEPARTMENT: Utilities

PUBLICATION DATE: February 16, 2015

NO. POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 4

SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS RECEIVED

Webb & Company Architects Davis Design
Grand Island, NE Lincoln, NE

JEO Consulting Group, Inc. Victor Aufdemberge Architecture
Lincoln, NE Grand Island, NE

cc: Tim Luchsinger, Utilities Director Bob Smith, Assist. Utilities Director
Marlan Ferguson, City Administrator William Clingman, Interim Finance Director
Stacy Nonhof, Purchasing Agent Pat Gericke, Utilities Admin. Assist.
Bryan Fiala, Elec. Distribution Supt.

P1800
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R E S O L U T I O N    2015-106

WHEREAS, the Utilities Service Center Building was originally built in the mid 
1960’s, and has not been remodeled in over 50 years; and

WHEREAS, remodeling of the Utilities Service Center Building is recommended 
in order to provide for current and future needs of the department; and

WHEREAS, four proposals were received by the March 12, 2015 deadline; and 

WHEREAS, it was determined that the project be awarded using a phased 
approach, with the first phase of the project cost of not to exceed $45,000 to develop the 
conceptual designs, with additional phases to follow and be brought back to Council for approval 
as an addendum to the original contract; and

WHEREAS, based on the discussion and review, JEO Architecture Inc., of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, with offices Grand Island, Nebraska, has been selected to be awarded the 
Contract for the Utilities Service Center Architectural Services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the firm of JEO Architecture Inc.,  of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, is selected as the Architect for Utilities Service Center Remodel Project 
Phase One Services for an amount not to exceed $45,000.00.

- - -

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, April 28, 2015.

________________________________
Jeremy L. Jensen, Mayor

Attest:

__________________________
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk

Approved as to Form ¤ ___________
April 23, 2015 ¤  City Attorney
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