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Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
   Wesley Nespor, Asst. City Attorney/Purchasing 
 
Meeting:  May 12, 2009 
 
Subject:  Platte River Recovery Program  
 
Item #’s:  G-8 
 
Presenter(s): Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
 
 

Background  
 
The Platte River Recovery Program (Program) is a cooperative effort of the three states in 
the Platte River basin and the federal government to restore the Platte River to a more 
natural condition for the benefit of the endangered species that utilize the riverine habitat 
in central Nebraska. As a part of that program, the river channel morphology in central 
Nebraska will be evaluated periodically to judge the success of modifications to the river 
system. The Program has requested permission for its contractor to access the river 
channels adjacent to the Grand Island Wellfield. The requested access locations are 
shown on the attached map and are referred to as “Anchor Points”. A copy of the request 
and the proposed access agreement are attached. 
 

Discussion 
 

Historically, the City has cooperated with governmental agencies in analyses of 
environmental issues. The Program wishes to access the Wellfield once each year 
through 2019 to make precise measurements of the river channels adjacent to the 
Wellfield as described more fully in the attached Work Plan. The relatively limited access 
requirements of this request are a minimal burden to the Utilities Department, and the 
Department will retain control of the access by requiring that those accessing the City 
property be required to check-out a gate key for entrance and return it immediately upon 
completion of their annual measurements. The Program Executive Director has requested 
that the City execute the Anchor Point Access Permission form, copy attached. 
 



Alternatives 
 

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Anchor Point Access 
Permission form. 
 

Sample Motion 
 

Move to approve the Anchor Point Access Permission form, and authorize the Mayor to 
execute the form on behalf of the City. 















 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
May 7, 2009 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2009-108 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Platte River Recovery Program (Program) is a cooperative effort of the 
three states in the Platte River basin and the federal government to restore the Platte River to a more natural 
condition for the benefit of the endangered species that utilize the riverine habitat in central Nebraska ; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Program has requested permission for its contractor to access the river 
channels adjacent to the Grand Island Wellfield through 2019 to make precise measurement of the river 
channels adjacent to the Wellfield; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the limited access requirements of this request are a minimal burden to the 
Utilities Department, and the Department will retain control of the access by requiring that those accessing 
the City property be required to check-out a gate key for entrance and return it immediately upon 
completion of their annual measurements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Program Executive Director has requested that the City execute the 
Anchor Point Access Permission form. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to, on behalf of the 
City, execute the Anchor Point Access Permission form for the Platte River Recovery Program. 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, May 12, 2009. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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