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Background  
 

In 2007, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development (DED) awarded a 
$261,010 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to the City of Grand Island for 
Phase II of the Community Revitalization program. Grant funds were allocated for 
rehabilitation assistance for 7 homeowners and/or down payment assistance for 2 first 
time homebuyers. This public hearing combines two requirements into one hearing. A 
public hearing is required during the grant project period to solicit public comment and 
input into the proposed project and for a contract amendment request to the Nebraska 
Department of Economic Development. The contract amendment would allow the City to 
reallocate forty-four thousand seven hundred forty nine dollars ($44,749.00) from Down 
Payment Assistance for first-time home buyers with minor rehabilitation to Owner-
occupied Rehabilitation. 
 

Discussion 
 

Notice of the public hearing was given February 11, 2009 in the Grand Island 
Independent and public comment is solicited at this time regarding 1) progress of the 
Phase II Community Revitalization Grant and 2) a proposed contract amendment budget 
request. A contract amendment is needed because of challenges in recruiting qualified 
applicants for the Down Payment Assistance program. There have been far more requests 
for homeowner rehabilitation than down payment assistance. There is a waiting list for 
the rehabilitation program. The Department of Economic Development requires a public 
hearing and Council approval for contract amendment requests. 
 



Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve the Community Revitalization Phase II contract amendment 
request and authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents 

2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Community Revitalization 
Phase II contract amendment request and authorize the Mayor to sign all related 
documents. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the Community Revitalization Phase II contract amendment request and 
authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents. 
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