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Background 
 

The City of Grand Island has been a recipient of Safe Haven Supervised Visitation and 
Safe Exchange Program Grants from the U.S. Department of Justice for the development 
and implementation of a Supervised Visitation and Exchange Center in Grand Island. The 
grant requires that eligible applicants must fall into one of the three following categories: 
Units of Local Government, Indian Tribe, or Faith-Based or Community Organizations. 
The grant further requires that the eligible entity enter into a collaborative working 
relationship with state and local courts and a non-profit, non-governmental entity in the 
local community that provides local shelters and programs for domestic violence and 
sexual assault victims (i.e. The Crisis Center, Inc.). 
 
The City received a $119,983 Planning Grant for September 2003-2005 and a two-year 
$349,950.00 Planning/Implementation grant for 2006-2008. A Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City of Grand Island, the Crisis Center, and the courts was 
approved for both of these grant applications by Council in 2003 and in 2006. This 
funding from the Office on Violence Against Women enabled Grand Island to open a 
supervised visitation and exchange center. 
 
The Heartland Family Visitation Center has been providing services since May 2006 and 
celebrated service to its 100th family in December 2008. The Heartland Family Visitation 
Center is located at 204 N. Locust, incorporated as a 501(c)(3) in December 2006 and has 
a nine member Board of Directors to oversee operations. 
 
 
 



Discussion 
 
A five-year grant is available to the City for 2009 - 2012 funding for operations of the 
Heartland Family Visitation Center and is due February 19, 2009. The amount of grant 
funding will decrease annually for three years. A signed Memorandum of Understand ing 
between the City, the Heartland Family Visitation Center and required partners (Crisis 
Center and the Hall County Court) is required for the grant application and is included in 
this packet. This Memorandum will not be binding if the grant is not received.  
 
The City acts as fiscal agent and pass-through for grant funds. Invoices are paid to the 
Center on a reimbursement basis and the City requests reimbursement from the Office on 
Violence Against Women. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand. 
The Council may: 
 

1. Approve the Memorandum of Understanding and authorize the Mayor to sign 
related documents  

2. Refer the issue to a committee. 
3. Postpone the issue to a later date. 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding and authorize the Mayor to sign related documents. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the Memorandum of Understanding and authorize the Mayor to sign 
related documents. 















 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
February 6, 2009 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2009-27 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Office on Violence Against Women offers grant funding for Safe Havens 
Supervised Visitation and Exchange Programs that  enable communities to provide supervised visitation and 
safe exchange of children, by and between parents, for families with a history of domestic violence, child 
abuse, sexual assault, or stalking; and 
 
 WHEREAS, grant funding for such program is available to local governments that propose 
to enter into a collaborative working relationship with state and local courts and a nonprofit, 
nongovernmental entity in the local community that provides local shelters and programs for domestic 
violence and sexual assault victims; and 
 
 WHEREAS, grant funding received to date has allowed a downtown location to be secured 
and has enabled the Heartland Family Visitation Center to open a supervised visitation and exchange center 
to provide safe exchanges and monitored visits for families with a history of domestic violence, child abuse, 
sexual assault, or stalking; and 
 
 WHEREAS, additional funding is now being sought to assist in the costs associated with 
operating such facility; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding between the City, the Heartland Family 
Visitation Center, The Crisis Center, Inc., and the Hall County Court System is required to set out the 
responsibilities of each party with respect to supporting the Visitation Center and helping to meet grant goals 
and objectives; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Attorney has reviewed and approved such Memorandum of 
Understanding. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that: 
 

 1. The City of Grand Island is hereby authorized to submit a grant application and related 
documentation to request funding from the Office of Justice Programs through the OJP Grants Management 
System for the Safe Havens Supervised Visitation and Safe Exchange Grant Program, Office on Violence 
Against Women. 

 
 2. The Memorandum of Understanding between the parties identified above is hereby 
approved for the use of Safe Havens grant funds to implement and operate a supervised visitation and safe 
exchange center as outlined in the document. 
 
 3. That the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute the grant application and the 
Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the City of Grand Island. 
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 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 10, 2009. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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