
Item G4
#2008-332 - Approving Interlocal Agreement with Hall County for 
Juvenile Attention Services
 

Tuesday, December 02, 2008
Council Session

City of Grand Island

Staff Contact: Steve Lamken

City of Grand Island City Council



Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Steven Lamken, Police Chief 
 
Meeting:  December 2, 2008 
 
Subject: Attention Center - Interlocal Agreement 
 
Item #’s:  G-4 
 
Presenter(s): Steven Lamken, Police Chief 
 
 

Background  
 

The Hall County Sheriff's Office set up a Juvenile Attention Center in 2007 for the 
purpose of alleviating the need for law enforcement officers to spend hours monitoring 
juveniles waiting placement or release to a guardian. The juveniles are monitored by on 
call adults who are paid for their services. The Sheriff's Office could not afford to 
continue to provide the services in their budget and Hall County transferred the Attention 
Center to the Juvenile Diversion Program and is seeking reimbursement for the cost of 
the on-call personnel. 
 

Discussion 
 

A juvenile attention center must be a staff secure facility that provides adult supervision 
to juveniles waiting placement or release to a guardian. Typically the duration of 
monitoring is for two hours or more. The Juvenile Attention Center has been a great 
benefit to the Police Department. Prior to the Sheriff's Office establishing an attention 
center, Police Officers or supervisors were required to physically monitor or watch 
juveniles for hours at a time at the Police Department. We were having to pull an officer 
or supervisor off of the street several times a month often for many hours to watch such 
juveniles. Officers have spent more than 8 hours sitting in an office monitoring a 
juvenile. 
 
The Police Department is now able to use the Attention Center when we have a juvenile 
who we can not place or release within two hours. An on-call adult employee is called 
out and the juvenile is turned over to them at the Attention Center and our officers are 
able to return to providing patrol services. 
 
Hall County is seeking reimbursement for the hourly pay of the on-call employee when 
the Police Department requests activation of the Attention Center. Uniformed patrol 



officers are expensive. It costs in the area of $70.00 per hour for a Police Officer 
providing patrol services. The on-call employees of the Attention Center are paid $20.00 
per hour for their services. The Attention Center provides a very cost effective service 
that allows the Police Department to use our officers more effectively. Hall County is 
asking for employee cost reimbursement and is not charging for the facility, utilities, or 
expendables when the Center is in operation. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to Approve  
2. Take no action on the issue 
3. Postopone the issue to a future date 
4.       

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the Interlocal Agreement for 
the Provisions of Juvenile Attention Services By And Between The County of Hall and 
the City of Grand Island.   
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve the Interlocal Agreement for the Provisions of Juvenile Attention 
Services By And Between The County of Hall and the City of Grand Island. 









R E S O L U T I O N      2008–332 
 

 
  WHEREAS, Hall County provides the services of a Juvenile Attention 
Center, and  
 
  WHEREAS, The Grand Island Police Department uses the services of the 
Juvenile Attention Center, and 
 
  WHEREAS, Hall County desires to enter into an Interlocal  Agreement for 
the Provisions of Juvenile Attention Services by and between The County of Hall and the 
City of Grand Island for payment of employee costs when the Police Department uses 
Attention Center services, and 
 
  WHEREAS, the services of the Juvenile Attention Center are of benefit to 
the Grand Island Police Department 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Mayor be, and 
hereby is, authorized and directed to execute the Interlocal Agreement for the Provision 
of Juvenile Attention Services by and between the County of Hall and the City Of Grand 
Island. 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, December 2, 2008. 
 
 
            
      Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
       
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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