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Background 
 

In 2005, the EPA expanded the "pollutant discharge" portion of the Clean Water Act of 
1977 to include storm water runoff from all Nebraska communities with a population 
over 10,000. Subsequently, the City of Grand Island was designated as a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II Storm Water Community. 
The City applied for and received a storm water permit from the Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality and adopted a Storm Water Management Plant. 
 
As a result of the passage of LB1226 in the 2006 Nebraska Legislative Session, $2.5 
million in funding was allocated for cities and counties with Storm Water permits to 
implement their local Storm Water Management Plans (SWMPs). 
Metropolitan Communities: 

• Lincoln/Lancaster County 
• Omaha/Douglas and Sarpy Counties 

Non-Metropolitan Communities: 
• Grand Island 
• South Sioux City 
• Beatrice 
• Columbus 
• Fremont 
• Hastings 
• Kearney 
• Lexington 
• Norfolk 
• North Platte 
• Scottsbluff 



The City of Grand Island is coordinating NPDES & SWMP activities among the 
permitted non-metropolitan communities. Grant awards will be distributed to applicants 
according to population size. 
 
The Public Works Department is working with Community Development in preparation 
of the attached grant application to the Department of Environmental Quality for these 
funds.   
 

Discussion 
 

The grant application is due Wednesday, October 22, 2008. A 20% match for the project 
is required and will be provided by the City Of Grand Island Public Works Department. 
Grant awards will be announced prior to November 28, 2008 and projects completed by 
June 30, 2010. 
 
The City is eligible for no less than $94,849, but no more than $497,469.00. If all eligible 
non-metropolitan communities across the state apply, the City will receive $94,849. If 
Grand Island is the only non-metropolitan community to apply, the City could receive up 
to $497,469.00. 
 
Grant activities are restricted to the Best Management Practices (BMP's) and seven 
Minimum Control Measures (MCM's) identified in the City storm water permit. The 
seven MCM's are: 

1) Education and Outreach 
2) Public Involvement/Participation 
3) Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
4) Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 
5) Post-Construction Storm Water Management in new development and 

redevelopment 
6) Pollution Prevention good housekeeping for municipal operations 
7) Wet Weather Monitoring  

 
Alternatives 

 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve 
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
 
 



Recommendation 
 
Public Works Administration recommends that the Council approve submission of the 
grant application and authorize the Mayor to sign all related documents. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve submission of the grant application and authorize the Mayor to sign all 
related documents. 













 Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 

October 9, 2008 ¤  City Attorney 

 R E S O L U T I O N    2008-279 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2005, the Environmental Protection Agency expanded the “pollutant discharge” 
portion of the Clean Water Act of 1977 to include storm water runoff from Nebraska communities with a 
population over 10,000; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Of Grand Island was designated as a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II Storm Water Community and was required to apply for a storm water 
permit from the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality and adopt a Storm Water Management Plan 
(SWMP); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Nebraska allocated $2,500,000.00 in funding for three metropolitan 
cities and counties and ten non-metropolitan cities and counties with Storm Water permits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Of Grand Island, Nebraska is an eligible unit of a general local government 
authorized to file an application through the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality for a grant to 
implement the Storm Water Management Plans (SWMPs) and is entitled to a minimum of $94,849 and no more 
than $497,469 from the State of Nebraska; and 
 
 WHERAS, the City is requesting $497,469 with the required twenty percent (20%) match for the 
project will be provided by the City of Grand Island, Public Works Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality is taking applications until 
October 22, 2008. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, is hereby authorized to apply for 
funding from the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, for the Storm Water Management Plan Project. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute such 
grant application and other documentation on behalf of the City Of Grand Island for such grant purposes. 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, October 14, 2008. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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