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Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
   Wesley Nespor, Asst. City Attorney/Purchasing 
 
Meeting:  August 26, 2008 
 
Subject:  Control of Noxious Weeds in the Platte River Wellfield 
 
Item #’s:  G-20 
 
Presenter(s): Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
 
 

Background  
 
The City of Grand Island Wellfield property lies within the braided channels of the Platte 
River. The northern most channel of the river establishes the property boundary and is a 
significant source of recharge to the underlying aquifer which provides drinking water to 
the City. A non-native, invasive Phragmites species has become abundant in this channel 
and threatens to reduce or redirect necessary water flow. 
 
Phragmites Australis is an aggressive invasive plant species. It is a perennial grass found 
along rivers, streams, flood plains, and lake shores in Nebraska. Up to 20 feet tall, dense 
stands of these non-native Phragmites species will produce a thick monoculture and 
quickly displace native vegetation. With an extensive system of rhizomes extending up to 
32 feet in length and capable of producing many new shoots, Phragmites can quickly 
consume a waterway. This invasive species is a hybrid cross of an aggressive imported 
landscaping cultivar and a native reed species. 
 
On April 15, 2008, the Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA) Director Greg Ibach 
designated non-native Phragmites as a noxious weed. This designation was put in place to 
help county weed control officials and landowners address areas of high infestation and 
prevent further spread of this invasive species. 
 

Discussion 
 

The invasive Phragmite is now dominate in hundreds of miles of Platte River channels, 
and over just the past few years, has moved into the channels near the City’s Wellfield. 
The species is now required by noxious weed designation to be controlled by property 



owners. Additionally, by its dense level of growth, this hybrid species inhibits river flows 
adjacent to the Wellfield. 
 
The Platte Valley Weed Management Area (PVWMA) is a group of public and private 
agencies and land owners working together to coordinate efforts and expertise to combat 
the spread of invasive and noxious weed species in the central Platte River drainage area. 
That group is initiating efforts to control the invasive Phragmites species and was 
recently awarded a grant from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture to assist in that 
effort. A very similar program was recently successfully completed in the Republican 
River basin. 
 
The north river channel at the Wellfield is very over-grown by the invasive species and is 
included in the PVWMA. That group is requesting that the City of Grand Island grant 
permission for eradication of Phragmites and other invasive species in the river channel 
adjacent to the Wellfield. The attached agreement is proposed to allow that access. There 
is no cost to the City. 
 

Alternatives 
 

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that the Council approve the agreement to allow 
PVWMA to control Phragmites Australis and other invasive species in the Platte River 
adjacent to the Wellfield. 
 

Sample Motion 
 

Move to approve the agreement to allow PVWMA to control Phragmites Australis and 
other invasive species in the Platte River adjacent to the Wellfield. 









 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
August 21, 2008 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2008-234 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Phragmites Australis is an aggressive invasive plant species; and 
 
 WHEREAS on April 15, 2008, the Nebraska Department of Agriculture Director 
designated Phragmites Australis as a noxious weed; and 
 
 WHEREAS the Platte River channel adjacent to the Grand Island Municipal Wellfield is 
over grown by this and other noxious weeds; and 
 
 WHEREAS the Platte Valley Weed Management Area (PVWMA) provides removal of 
invasive and noxious weed species in the central Platte River drainage area; and 
 
 WHEREAS PVWMA wishes to access City owned property to remove Phragmites 
Australis and other noxious weeds on City property; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Agreement to Allow Project for Invasive Plant Control and River 
Restoration between the Platte Valley Weed Management Area and the City of Grand Island is at no cost 
to the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City to participate in this service; and 
 
 WHEAREAS, the proposed agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City 
Attorney. 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Agreement to Allow Project for Invasive 
Plant Control and River Restoration is hereby approved, and the Mayor is hereby authorized and 
directed to execute such agreement on behalf of the City of Grand Island. 

 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, August 26, 2008. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
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_______________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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