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Background  
 

Various efforts have taken place in Grand Island for several years. In May of 2005 the 
Grand Island City Council heard a recommendation from the Health Department for a 
Smoking Limitation Ordinance, however no formal action has been taken to date to 
advance a local smoking limitation measure. In February of 2007, the Grand Island City 
Council adopted Resolution No. 2007-39 in support of LB 395. LB 395 failed to come to 
a vote in the 2007 Unicameral due to a successful filibuster which prevented a vote on the 
floor. Councilmember Hasse has requested Council consideration of a Resolution to place 
a smoking limitation on the spring Primary ballot. The attached Resolution would place a 
measure on the May 13, 2008 ballot which would essentially be the same ordinance 
currently in effect in Lincoln. 
 

Discussion 
 

At issue is whether or not the Unicameral will vote on LB 395 this session, although it is 
expected that the measure may come up on the floor for debate and vote as early as next 
week. It is our understanding that the prospect of a filibuster is very low due to a 
compromise that would delay implementation of the law for one year following signature 
by the Governor. Through the Primary Election process, Grand Island could put in place 
a local smoking limitation measure months ahead of when a State law might take effect. 
 

Alternatives 
 
It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve. 



2. Move to deny. 
3. Change the referendum date to coincide with the November 4 General 

Election. 
4. Postpone the issue to future date to allow time to determine if the Legislature 

passes a State-wide ban this Session. 
5. Revise the Resolution to duplicate the language of LB 395 rather than the 

language in the Lincoln Ordinance so as to be consistent with State law should  
LB 395 pass and become State law. (there are some differences between the 
Lincoln Ordinance and the language currently in LB 395). 

6. Undertake a new process to review LB 395, the Lincoln Ordinance, and other  
models to determine what the Grand Island smoking limitation measure 
should consist of. (LB 395 would permit a locally-adopted Ordinance to 
supersede the new State law. 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration does not have a recommendation on this Resolution. 
 

Sample Motion 
 
Move to approve one of the six alternatives as stated above. 











  Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
February 8, 2008 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N   2008-55 
 
 WHEREAS, a request has been made to ban smoking in all businesses, bars, restaurants 
and public places in Grand Island, Nebraska; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a model ordinance that may be adopted if a majority of the voters at the next 
general election approve this ballot measure is available for public inspection at the office of the Grand 
Island City Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Grand Island wish to place this 
issue before the voters of the City of Grand Island for their decision at the statewide primary election on 
May 6, 2008; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is recommended that the ballot language set forth below be adopted for such 
measure to be submitted at the statewide primary election scheduled for May 6, 2008. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA: 
 
(1) Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §18-2520, in lieu of a separate special election, the following ballot 
shall be submitted at the statewide primary election on May 6, 2008: 
 
 

(OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT) 
OFFICIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION BALLOT 

 
CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 

 
Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

 
 
Smoking Ban Proposal: 
 
Shall the Mayor and City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, adopt an 
ordinance which would prohibit smoking in all enclosed public places within the City of 
Grand Island, and which would further prohibit smoking in all enclosed facilities within 
places of employment, and which would further prohibit smoking within ten (10) feet 
outside of an enclosed area where smoking is prohibited? 
 
Vote for or against the foregoing proposal. 
 
 o FOR the proposal 
 o AGAINST the proposal 

 
(2) The City Clerk is directed to immediately certify the above issue to the Election Commissioner in the 
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manner and form provided in Neb. Rev. Stat. §18-2520. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska on February 12, 2008. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________
       Margaret Hornady, Mayor 

 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________ 
RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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