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Council Agenda Memo  
 
From:  Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
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Meeting:  February 12, 2008 
 
Subject: Confidentiality Agreement for Community Wind Energy 

Transmission, LLC 
 
Item #’s:  G-11 
 
Presenter(s): Gary R. Mader, Utilities Director 
 
 

Background  
 
Since 1998, Grand Island Utilities has participated in wind power developments in the 
state. The most recent project, Community Wind Energy Transmission (CWET) is in the 
early stages of development. The three projects in which the City has participated are 
summarized below. 
 
Spring View Project – was the first utility sized wind generator project in Nebraska. The 
project was funded by several public power utilities in the state and by a grant from the 
Electric Power Research Institute. The units operated for about eight years, but were 
decommissioned last year because of severe and very frequent mechanical failures. The 
participants are investigating installation of replacement units of newer design. Project 
size was 1.5 MW. 
 
Elkhorn Ridge – is an 80 MW project proposed to be constructed near Bloomfield, in 
northeast Nebraska. Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) is the lead agency in this 
development. In December 2007, the City Council approved a Confidentiality Agreement 
among the potential project participants and the developer, Midwest Wind Energy LLC, 
of Genoa, Illinois. Project development and evaluation continue. 
 
Community Wind Energy Transmission Project (CWET) – this most recent project, is a 
40 MW facility also located near Bloomfield, Nebraska. CWET was originally set up 
with NPPD as its sole participant. Recently, the NPPD Board decided to open this project 
for participation by other utilities. 
 
 
 



Discussion 
 

Since the CWET is being built by a private developer, participants are required to 
maintain confidentiality regarding the project, as with the Elkhorn Ridge project. Initial 
cost figures for the CWET project estimate a savings of approximately 5% per MWh over 
the larger 80 MW project. Acceptance of the Confidentiality Agreement allows Grand 
Island to receive detailed information regarding cost and components and provides the 
opportunity to participate in the project should it be determined to be economically 
feasible and come to full development. 
 

Alternatives 
 

It appears that the Council has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Council may: 
 

1. Move to approve  
2. Refer the issue to a Committee 
3. Postpone the issue to future date 
4. Take no action on the issue 

 
Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that participation in the State wind power projects be 
continued and that the Confidentiality Agreement be signed to allow continued 
involvement in the Community Wind Energy Transmission LLC Project. 
 

Sample Motion 
 

Move to approve the Confidentiality Agreement to continue involvement in the 
Community Wind Energy Transmission LLC Project. 











 
Approved as to Form ¤ ___________ 
February 7, 2008 ¤  City Attorney  

 R E S O L U T I O N    2008-38 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Since 1998, the Grand Island Utilities Department has participated  in Wind 
Turbine Electric Generation Projects to secure the most cost effective form of renewable energy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City to continue participation of various 
renewable energy projects as they develop; and 
 
                        WHEREAS, Community Wind Energy Transmission LLC (CWET) and several Nebraska 
utilities are investigating the development of  a new wind turbine project. 
  
 WHEREAS, in order to secure the information exchanged, and to comply with the National 
Electric Reliability Council’s  standards prohibiting the disclosure of information that may be used to gain an 
unfair advantage in electric power markets, it is recommended that a confidentiality agreement be entered 
into between the parties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the confidentiality agreement would authorize NPPD, the City's Utility 
Department and other participants to disclose to one another as well as their Reliability Coordinator, as 
required under applicable National Electric Reliability Council reliability standards, real-time power system 
reliability data for all points; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City 
Attorney. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, that the Confidentiality Agreement between the City, 
other participants, and the Nebraska Public Power District for Electric System Reliability Data is hereby 
approved; and the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute such agreement on behalf of the City 
of Grand Island. 
 
 - - - 
 
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Grand Island, Nebraska, February 12, 2008. 
 
 
 
        _______________________________________ 

Margaret Hornady, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
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RaNae Edwards, City Clerk 
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